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THE IITUMMING BIRD.

‘From the Columbian Magunzine.

That promised sketch of the humming-bird ¢
Torgive me Mary, that it was not written long
since,  Aa yon know | have been deeply wnterest=
edin my vocation, and while duty, that ¢ stermn
daughter of the voice of God,*hus heen calling me
to «‘Feach? teach! teach! from weary chnueto
chime,? shall I not he pandoued for unheeding the
quet tones Whieh woutd have perruaded me 1o
write 2 But now Lam quite at lesure to tedl yon
of that humming-bird. {tis well you have seenit
sinee no words can convey un idea’ol' its transcend-
ant heauty,

‘The admirably preserved specimen of thess ruby-
crested hunming-mnd,” 01+ ‘Croclulus Masclntus,”
inmy possession, is from the island of Trinidad,
The Triend ta whom L am indebted tor it has favored
1ue with copious extruets from the works of Cuvier
Jantine, Audubon aud Wilson, desenptne of s
particular species. In speaking of 1t, they are
ruther poctical upsodisis than natural historians.
‘Their style seems in some degree to retleet the bril-
lantand changig hues of this womdrons «thing
ot beauty.”

Sir William Jerdine, in his « Natural istory of

., Humming-Birdy,” published at Edinburghin 1833,
s4ys,¢ Ervery epithet which the mgenuty of lan-
tuuge could vent bas been employed 1o depiet
the richness of their colmng ; the lustres af the
topaz, of emeralds and of rubies have boen cam-
wtred with them, and applied in theirnames. ¢ The
e of yoses, steeped in liquid fires and even_ the
cheenua de I astre du jour,, of the imagmative Bui-
fon, fall shortol'their versatile tints, * their gorgeous
plumery.? .

Cuiier says, « Noture has confined to America
this one of her chef d’aupres.  “Uhe Indians, struck
with the fire and splendor of their hues, which shne
\\:ilh the united radiance of gems and gold, have
giventhem the expressive name ot hairsof l!nc sun»
Audubon calls the humming bird ¢ ayglittesing frag-
ment of the rmnbow.,” )

There are varying theories in explanation of
thisexceuding briiiaucy. Bullock suys, us.quoted
by Jaudine, «“I'he preserved speciimens are hut the
shadows mbinlliancy to what they weie iu hie.
The sides of the laminm or fibres of each teather,
being of o different colar from the surfage, wall
change when seen in a front.or obligue disectien,
and us each lamina or. fibre tuns - upoz the axis of
the quill, theleast motion, when living, causes the
ﬁ“““ﬁs to chanye suddenly to the most opposite

Hes,

How many brizht ayes have [ scen grow hrght
et a3 they looked at my « rubyscrested™ and sdp-

'})hirc-m'(onlmi birdt How many lad voices have:
heard in varying tones of exclutming adnration !

I havescel the red lips part, as with @ new dnd

strange deflight, and 1 bave wandered back to the
changeful fust.  ‘TIus1s not the finst humng-

bitd that had\ rested bicneath iy eye,  Anud often

have 1seen Rhem on the wing, now sipping the

nectar of the fipwer,amd then vaniding with
. slmostigeredilzle swifuess, ¢ 4'hey neyer walk,
y IFRarienwelvéson the giound.”” They.follow
CAdvancing or reuring with him.”  They
are lient.jn n‘:f' mind with.thoughts of the heloved
~thedeparted.  They have for e become the
‘“mblems of immortuity. L.

Many years have passed sinee, on retuming in g
eoft Smnmer sunlight fiom a long walk, my mother
told me she had found @ treasure in my absence.
Ske had indeod caught .e humming-bind ! In the
very climux of my enthusiasm, a pedlar cntered.
1o examined it very kuswingly, and then deliber-
-utely seated himseif.  eremsined silent, drum-
miny gently on 1be cover of his japanned trunk,
yet making no attempt to offer his wares. A quiet
pedlar ! A pedlar in deep thought! A pedlar
ctberialized by @ humming-bird !~ Soon however
the mystery was explioned.  He ‘had only been
walenlating the chances.  ‘Turmng 1o my wmother
he said,

.10 Twas only a day?s joumey Srom Boston, I%4
-give:yoi: tendollars for that bird.”

JInthe morning it scemed quite.exhausted.  We
reproached ourselies for not having given it suffis
«cientair.  Alas! it was dyiug, ifnot dead.  We
took it to the door, and placed 1t on ke step in the
warm cunskine.  Jf'scemed quite lifeless.  Weleft
it tor a moment, and when we retamned, it had
flown. 1 have sinceleamed that this is a favorite
yuse of the hunmirg-bivl.  When wishing to es-
cape, itfeigns itself dead.  "Fhusis it not in life?
May not what seems to us death be hut the token
ofa new and more perfectlife 2 Are you surpns-
od that the past is vividly recalled by the hum-
- ming-bird 1

Dutine those vears, [ used often 1a visit a belov-
wed relative—thelate Rev. E. W, D, at his quiet

arsonige in Re—d, cight mules from St—,
“his firstand last earthly home.  The very spirit of
love pervaded thd pastor's dwelling.  During the
Il momings, so fuict and peaceful, I used tosit
inthe ndnen docr, shaded by o fragrant boneysuckle
~~oh ! doos it yrow there yet, and are the steps
aswhite as they were then 1—and cver as I'sat dud
I hear, what Audubon calls ¢ a beautitul murmur-
ing sound,” and ever did Isce e humming-bird
biprmg trom the fuiry cups of the honey-suckle,
and ever came there to admire with me 2 bnght
sud happy child—none otber-than the beloved one
*hom you saw smittea down at my gide the last
Winter—~my precious cousin Mary > Do you mar-

the s

. ‘velthatllove thehumming-bird 2

In the Summer of 1833 miy vucation was_passed

. gith an only sister in Ohio.” While there 1 went
with a Triénd 10 see ¢ the tame humming-binds 17
Inthe office, 50 called, of a physcian, whose ver~
zatility of talent must have been 2 source of plea-
sure at least to himself as o his triends, amid books
an dist, with the bones of an arm here anda pair

_ sfboots there,with a range of busts 0n oneside and
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here und the most-beautitul and perfectly-fimshed
inadel vl a cottage ornee there, amgd all was a col-
lection of tame and unspeakably beautstol lnmustg-
hints! My fricod in her home beyoud the Mis-
sisippt will secall the delight with wiich, hke
Lady Hammond, astetated by Audubon and an-
other ¢ ladg? by Wilson, we cach took one in our
hand, and hield it to lip and bosoms.  No you won-
der that -] saze with detight on the bimuing=lnd ¢

In the Sunmmer of 2121 was advised to try tor
my health the waters off Avon.  But of what avay
were sidpher baths tor the body while the spit
kunew no tount of consolation 1~ Dured | even hope
for health while she, the beloved and cherished
one,s was dymg 1 Was I, 15, F, the fanest flow-
er of St 2e, fading away in her bughtness
und heanty and must 1 limger there 1 As these
thouzhits pressed heavily, and [ walked wearily up
aid down the warden paths, | heard o low murmer-
ing, and a humming-hird flashed aeross my sight,
L songht to follow it, but it chuled me. 1 reached
forit but it vanished,  Audthen [ felt thar it was
for me ¢ amessenger-bird,” and my heart knew
that she was dead ¢ Oh ¢ since that hour, my
soul is deeply stirred by the sightof a hamnnog-
hind, and it hath become to me as a token of the
sphit-land.  Yet untit this hour, none have known
how my thouehts me thus linked to the past.
Judue, then, of the surprise as well as dehight with
which | weleomed this gift, How gratewliy o
was reccived, the Jallowing LineSin vasn attenpted
(o express,

TO K. 11,

i caid the air around us olt is stirred,
By angel-visitants, on pinions light ;
‘That their soft, waving music may be {ncard
By the rapt spurit, in the hsh o night,
But on e eye, at noon-day’s waking hour,
Flashes o wing of 1adiance untold ;
It bears e whete no angey tempests lour,
Where gentle waters tow o%r sands of gald,
Ol § <lanty. hously, dast thou bless my sisht,
My yaccions bard ¢ my vizionof delizght :
Howshall 1 thank the sgaver 7 Inmy heart
Aro gratett thoughts, which may not reach
the ciu—
Be every cood 1 carth and heaven s part ¢
And lite for how oue long and blisstul year ¢
¢ «¢ Beloved till life can charim no more—
Aud mausel—tll pity?s self be dead.”

ONE WAY TO NULLIFY A BAD
LIEASE.

‘Prom the Bostop Times,

There is a shrewd and wealthy old
Yankee lundlord away down i Mamne,
who is noted for driyving lus ¢ sharp bar-
gaius,’ by which he hus amassed a large
amount of properly, e is the owner
of*a great nunber of dwelling-houses,
and it is said of him that he is not over-
scrupulous in his rental charges, when-'
ever he can find a customer whom he
knows to be responsible, 1lis object is
always to lease his houses for a term of
yeurs, to the Jest tenants, and get the:
utmost farthing in the shape of reat,

A diminutive Frenchman ealled on
him, last winter, 1o hire a dwelling he
owned in Portland, and which had long
remained empty.  References were
given, and the Yankee Jandlord . ascer--
tunmg that his applicant was a man3
‘after his own heart’ for a tenant, imn-]
mediately commenced to ¢ Jew? him.
He found that the tenement appegred;
to suit the little Frenchman, and .h(J
placed an exorbitant price upon it; but
the lease was drawn and duly exceuted,
and the tenant moyed into his new
quarters.

Upon the kindling of fires in the
house, it was found that the chimneys
wouldn’t “draw,’ and the building was
filled with smoke. Tbhe window sashes
rattled in the wind at night, and the
coldair rushed through a hundred ere-
vices about the house, until now unno-
ticed. The suow melted upon the roof,
and the attics were drenched from Jeak-
mg. The ram pelted, and our Freach-
man found @ ¢ natural bath room wpon
the ccllar floor 3* but the lease was sign-
cd, and the landlord chuckled.

‘I hav .been vat you call ¢ suck in,’
vis zis dam maison, muttered our vic-
tim to himsclf, 2 week allerwaurd ; ¢ but
nimporte-—ve sal see, vot ve sal see

Next morning he rose bright and ear-
ly, and passing down town, kic encoun-
tered the landlord.

¢ A-ha! Bon jour, monsieur, s2id he,
in his happiest manner.

¢ Good day,sir. How do youlike your
house ¥

magnificent ! Bk, bien, monsicur ; 1
have hut ze one regret——=?

CAR! what s that

Nonsieur, T sal live in zat house but
teee littel yeur)?

‘UHow so?

‘I hav find, by vol you sal eall ze
lTense, 2t you hav give me ze house for
hut tree yegr,an’ L have ver’ mouch sur-
row for zat.

*But you can have it longer, if' yon
wish——-?

¢ Ah, Monsicur, T sal be ver® mooch
glad It I ean have zat house so long us
I pleus—-ch, Mousieur P’

¢ Ol certainly, certuinly, sir.’

¢ Lres bien, monsicur ! 1 sal valk rite
to your oflees, an’ you sal  give vot you
call ze lease for 2at maison jos so lopg
as 1 sal vant ze louse.  1h, Monsicur I*

‘Certainly, siv.  You shall stay there
your life-time, i yon like,?

¢Ah, Monsiear, T have ver’ mouch
tanks for zis accommodation.’

The old lenses were-destroyed, and 2
new one was delivered in forin 1o the
Freneh geutleman, gy ing ham posses-
sion of the premises for < suck period us
the lessee muy desire the same, he puying
the rent thereof, promptly, cte.

‘The next morning our erafty lundlord
was passing  tlic house just as the
Frenghman’s last Joad of (urniture was
being started from the door; and an
hour afterwards a messenger called on
him with # “legal tender® for the rent
£ r civhtdays, accompumed with a note

fas fllows ¢

¢ Mo~sieur,

I hav bin smoke, I hav bin drowned,
{ hav bin fices to death, in ze house vot
[ hav hire of you, *for ze period as-1.
may desire.” I hav stay in ze dum
house jes so long as I plees,” an’ ze
bearer of zis will give ypu ze key.—
Bon jour, Monsicur?

It 1s needless to,add that cur Yankee
Lndlord Jins nevey been known to give
up ‘o bird in the hand, for vnean the
bush.? ’

Tsf\'Ac:Ty' or Tare 1N A VUL TURE.—
Onc day when we were out with our
guns, one of the party shot a large vul-
ture that had perched upon the carcass
of' & dead sheep, and was certainly doing
the neighborhood abenelitby removing
the nuisance, Assoon us the bird was
shot, it fell and turned upon its back ;
but strnggling a good deal, two of the
attendants, of which each person of our
party had one,were ordered to despateh
it with baumboos.  This was accordingly
done, ang after receiving several severe
blows wpon the head, it appeared to be
quitedead ; one of the men then ook
itupon his shoulder, and we prrsucd
our sport.  'We were outseveral hours,
the vulture hanging all the while from
the shoulder of the man, apparently life-
less, its eyes closed und jts head much
lacerated by the shot and the strokes
from the bamboos. Upon our return,
the man who carried the vulture, glad
to get rid of hisburthen, {for these hirds
will sometimes weigh as muchas thirty
poungds) flung it upon the ground with
a force of itself suflicient to kill it ; hut
to oux surprise it seemed to be re-animit-

ed by the shoek ; for after opening its

cyes, itsuddenly turned, and wason its
legs in@. moment,  Advancing & step

womt who has a stall;in, the.Franklin
market, found herself ahout five years

ago, & widow with, four young children
and an estata of just one dollar. and

fifly conts inyuougy.  She didinot, how=
ever, turn hersteps towurds the Alms-
honse’ or spend her time in begging
from dvor tu door.. Though cmbarrass:
vd by a xery pour knowledge.of our lan-
aunge, she inmedintely invested: her
apith] in some articles which she cpuld
sell, and copmenced operations, ¢m-
pluying the cluldren ag she conld for her
assistance.  For n year or two past she
has hadthe marketstall. A few months
agoshe learned that the owner of 2
good fiurm of seventy-five neres, in one
of the central countigs of' the state, was
very desirous tu scll his fargg, and it was
aceepted=—for it was all in.cash. The
Palich widow now has her counntry es-
tate, wheyge she hag been. spending some
mouths, though unwilling to retire as
vut, she s returned and  gesumed hey
stall. What a fine provision for exself
and fumily hags she secured by five years
of determined cfiort ! What proof has
she made, that this is the land where
all may be rich, who have health, and
where they only have it not,are proper
objeets of chagity.  We only hope that
this hunorable Polish widow will not
he temptet to throw herself and her
farm away upon some lazy loufer. .
: [Journul of Commgree.

Woxngrs oF Cumugnp;‘.',-,ﬁrjtqwf e

tis and the gir-werbrenil nre .fonde” of
the symt materials, Linen and sugar,
and spirits of wine, arg so ruch elike
in their chemical compopsition, that an
old shiirt can be converted inta its own
weight in sngar, and the sygar into spir-
itsof wine. Wine is made of two sub-
stances, one of which iy the cause of al-
most all combustion or byrning, and

the other will burn with more rapidity © ...

than any thing in nature, ‘The famous
Pornvinn bark, somuch wsed to stzengtn-
*n stomachs, and the poisonous princi-
pie of apium ure found of the same max
terinls.

PROSRIBLTYUS
Or THE

VICTORIA MAGAZINE,

Mz, aud Mrs. MOODIE, Editors.

Phe Editors of the Victoria Maga-
zine will deyate all their talents to pro-
duce a uscful, enteytaining, ang cheap
Periodical, for the Canadjan People;
which may afford amusement to both
old and young, Sketches and Tales,
in verse and prose, Mora] Essays, Sta-
tistics of the Colony, Scraps of Useful
Information, Reviews of New Works,
and well scleeted articles from the most
pepular authors of the day, will form
the pages of the Magazipe,

The Editors feel confident that the
independent country te whose service
they ave proud to dedicate their talents,
will cheerfully lend jts support to en-
conrage their ayduous and honorable
underiaking. “The low price at which
the Periodical is placed, 1s in order that
cvery person withip the Colony, who

can read, pnd 1s anxjons for moral and

mental improvement, may lbecome

subseriber and patron of the work,
The Victoria Magazine will contain

or two, it stretched ont ats wings, Tose | twenty four pages in each number,
heavily into the air, continuing {o risc, printed on new type, and npon good

until it Was entircly lost to our view in

paper; and dvill form at the end of the

the distance, We were alt so much ns-| year a neat Volume, of 288 Pages, to-
tonished afthus so uncxpeetedly hehold- | gether with Title Page and Index.

ing the dea

ive, that no one thonght
of making an

cape. The terigciousness of life which | Ofiice of JOSEPH

It will he issued Monthly, commenc-

ttempt to prevent its cs-| ing on the Tirst of September, from the

7 ILSON, Front-

the vulture poss}asgps,ns* this ancedote, strect, Belleville—the Publisher and

will show, is allgostiincredible ; and so

great isits rapacity;ghat when epgaged

sole Proprictor, to whom all orders for
the Magazine,and letters to the Editors

in devouring its pr@i&it will sHow a2, must be addressed, (post-paid.)

person to approach and'seize jt, thongh

this isgt all times a dangerous experi-
went, {(

S

7 The terms of subscription—ONE
DOLLAR PER ANNUM—inwgriadly
to be paid in advance.:



