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THE IRISH NATIONAL FE-'STIVAL.

As. cadi i 7th of M.archi cornes round it is custoniarii for the
sans and daiug:liters of tic Gaei ta celebra-te tlic glories of tlic
ancient race, ta recali its suffcrings, and ta, indulge cheri! lied liopes
of its future v'indication. This ycar Ottawa celcbratcd the dav with
no lcss entlusia-,srn tlîan formcrly. Thc stîdents he]d a rnost suc-
ccssful banquet, whiere in addition to the good thiin-s an the table,
ive m-erc regaled with the more ethere.al dlcylits of nmusic, sang
and ferv'id oratary.

Tlîc key-notc of thic speeches seerned ta bc hope, and justly
sa. The year 1909 secs the dear little isie cansidcrably advanced
on tic road of progress and prasperity. Thianks to the eîîergetic
efforts of the stalvvart band w~ho, under thc lcadcrship of Johin
Redmond, forni the Irish PFarty; thanks also ta the sympathetic
attitude of the Liberal Governmcnt, and particularly tlic Chief
Secretâry for Ireland, the Rt. Hon. Augustine Birreil, a great
impravement lias taken place in the country. By the county coun-


