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THE RURAL CANADIAN.

being deovoted to procuring food and other dutics;
but as the shades of ovening gather m tho silent
woods, and the sun is sinking in the western sky,
s farewell is sung to its departing rays. Through
the hours of darkness he is silent, but again be-
gins his song at the first dawn of the moming.
The length of this bird is about nine inches;
its colour on the upper partsis cinnamon-brown,
beneuth it is white, the breast being beauti-
fully spotted with black. It feeds on insects,
small berries. and occasionally on grain. The
female builds her nest on a branch of a tree, or
in the fork of an underbrush, generally not high
off the ground. The outside is formed of dry
leaves and stalks of weeds, plastered with mud,
and lined with fine roots. The eggs are four in
number, and of a light green colour. This bird is
found in the woods of most parts of Oatario, but
delights in decp, shady hardwood districts. It is
a shy bird, and rather shuns than approaches the
habitations of the pioneer, and is seldom seen in
the open fields. It is a very afiectionate bird,
strongly attached to its nest and young, and
should any danger menace them, will exposs
itself, and exert all the arts with wlich nature
hes endowed it in assiduous endeavours to pro-
fect them.
_ THE GROUND THRUSH.

In form and plumage this species is like the
song thrash, but in size it is smaller, and its
notes and nesting habits are different. 1t is
seveninches in length, inclading besk aud tail,
the Jatter consisting of twelve feathers. The bill
is of medium length, and tapering, the upper
mandible being longer than the lower, and slight-
1y hooked at the point. Its nest is placed on or
near the groand, sumelimes in the root of a
fallen tree, or suspended among low Lushes. It
is furmed of dry leaves andlong strips of bark,
and lined with small roots. The ¢ 5gs, sometimes
five in number, are of a Lght blue colour. It has
no song. Iis common notes are peculiar to its
species, and it sometirces utters a call resembling
the bleating of a young fawn. It feeds upon in-
sects, and is more commonly met with in the Jow
swampy woods than any other of its tribe. 1t
arrives in this Province in May, and departs in
Seplember.

THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRIGULTURE,
MANITOBA.

TWeunderstand that ander the provisions of the
Act passod at the recen . session of the Legislativo
Assembly, it 13 the intentwn of the Provincial
Governmentt o at once organize a Baresu of Agri-
culture and Statisucs, and to makeit a live depart-
ment of the Government. In addition to the col-
lection of statisticsl information of an authentic
and authoniative nsature, the want of which
hitherlo has been much felt, the work of carring
oat the provisi ns of & large number of important
acts will also fall upon this Department, which, i
this, the premier agricultmel province of the
Dominion, will doubiless soon becomo one of the
most important branches of the Governmenutal
machinery. As previously mentioned, the posi
tion of Deputy Minister of Agriculture and Sta.
tislics has boen offered to Mr. Acton Burrows,
who will at once enter on the discharge of Lis
official duties, and proceed with the organizalion
of the Department. Mr. Barrows is an old and
experienced journalist, and possesses just the
qualitios to fit him for the position.— Winnipy
Daily Time.

Tacxe 13 always increased risk in curing the
meat of extremely heavy hogs—risk of tammting,
in the hams and shoalders, a8 it 15 hard to get the
animal hoat out of carcasos of the kind ; butoven
if it would carc caslly, fow parlios dosirc thess
extremtly large hams or shoulders,

SHEEP AND SWINE.
YOUNG PIGS.

The first threo months of a pig’s oxistence is
tho most oritical and, to its owner, important
period of ita life, for it is during this time that its
constitution is cither cstablished, weakened, or
destroyed. Every impediment to the growth and
strength of the pig tells upon the future hog.
Cold, damp, ancomfortable quarters at any time
i5 a detriment, and is espeocially so while the pig
18 as sensitive p9 it necessarly must be at time of
farrowing. Cloan, comfortable bedding should
replace that whicn mey be damp and hard. It is
the practice of good breeders to clean out the pen
about every second day ur so after the sow has
farrowed, and put in newand clean bedding, in-
creasing the quantity, for the pigs evidently en-
joy snugging up in the fresh litter. At no stage
in ths life of the animal, as above intimated, wil
good care yield betterreturns. That perfect com-
fort is the highest profit is well understood by
every successful raiser of swine. If straw is used
for bedding (and nothing is much better), it is
best to pass 1t through a cathing-box; it 18 then
much better than leaves, or anything else that we
know of If used tho natural length, there is
some risk that the pige may get entangled, and
be laid upon by the mother. If the sow hasa
warm, comfortable bed, she will lie quiet until she
gets hungry. She should have all the food she
wants, right along, so that she can supply her
pigs with an abundance of milk. As during the
first few weeks of the life of her offspring her
milk is their only food, it is of course important
that ehe shall supply 1t in smple quantity, and of
a quality smtable to their digestion. She should
have gencrous feed not less than three times a
day. 8lops of ground feed, grass or clover, as
well as corn, together with roots sufficient to keep
her digestion complete, wili enable her to supply
her young with sufficient food; but this pont
should bs cmphasized, and wo repeat, that she
aust be well fod and cared for 1f she is expected
to give an abundance of mulk and keep ap her
own condition. It 18 far easier to do this than to
buid her up after bemmg run down by the tax
upon her, when not well fed, 1o suckling her
young. Another thing: s bungry sow will eat
any kind of slop or other food, hewever unwhole-
some, but she cannot consume such food and
supply pure wholesome milk. On this pant an
ntelbgent wnter and swine-breeder says :—* In
seasons when mullers are gnnding voor and
sprouted wheat we do not find mill feed safe or
profitable.  Mill feed at all seasons, and espe-
cially such seasons, is of uncertain quality, snd wo
prefer to know what we feed if we expect to
secure good resulis ; consoquently we have found
our best results from mixing clean, sound corn
two parts ; clean, sound oais three paris ; and hav-
ing them ground very fine, and adding wheat,
bran, and oilcake meal, according to tho season.
If we havo no grass or roots, wo supply more bran
and oilecake meal. They sre our regulators.
Slop thus made and fod sweet has proven most
selisfactory to us. After thogpigs get to be three
or four woeks old wo arrange troughs ard feed for
them, where they may eal and not be disturbed
by the sow, and so that they will not be teasing
the mother for supplies, which she cannot always
afford, be she ever so willing. Theo little fellows
enjoy such a side table, and if they havea trongh
of milk, the better they like it. Milk for pigs,
after four or five wooks old, untll they are ss
many months old, will msko a pound of pork for
every gallon of milk consumod. And then to this
valuo we may add the unknown brt immense
gain in improved condition of the pigs.™

The sow shonld have grass, if possible, and

while she is enclosed cut and feed it to her. In
o few days, if she oan have the run of a good
pasture, it will be what sho needs, in addition to
her other fare. Thus cared for, your sow will
keep in condition horself, and meet your wishes
aud reasonable expeetations in rearing & thrifty,
vigorous litter of pigs.— Prairie Farmer.

BELLS A4S 4 PROTECTION FROM DOGS.

A correspondent of one of our southern ex-
changes answers the question, * How shall T pro-
tect my flock from sheep-killing dogs?" as
follows :—*¢ After much oxperimenting, the fol-
lowing has proven the most beneficial in protect-
ing sheep from dogs. For a flock of from 20 to
100 aud 150 head, put on from 14 to 16 bells of
various sizes .nd tone, from the common little
sheep bell up to a large cow bell. It is tho
variety of tone and sound that terrifies the sheep-
killing dog. The flock should always be so situ-
ated that they can approsch the house of the
landlord through s lane gate or s gap in the
fence, and if occasionally salted near the house
will invarinbly approach it at night to sleep, par
ticularly if disturbed by dog or pexrson. No dog,
I care not how much practice he may have had
in killing sheep, can beinduced, even under the
most trying conditions, to attack & flock baving
from 14 to 16 bells of different sizes and tone. A
dog severely pressed of hunger may be influenced
to attack a flock while lying down at rest, or
silenlly grazing; but the moment that doleful
sound of 16 bells of different size and tone reaches
his ear, his tail willbe seen to tuck between his
legs, and he is off for other quartersin a moment.
Not one dog in one hundred can catch and hold a
strong sheep in a run of 400 to 600 yards ; hence
the advantage of heving a flock so situated that
the sheep can at all times approach the house,
which they will invariably do when opportunity
admits.

“For over 20 years I have kept a flock of
from 120 to 200 head, and although there are
many worthless sheep-killing dogs arcund me in
the neighbourhood, I have not had ons killed by
dogs. The tenants and help residing on my
farm, within 100 yards of my residence (who are
prone to be dear lovers of worihless curs), often
have from two to three dogs each, from ten to fif-
teen dogs, npon an average, on the farm, and
many of them known to bo nolorious for sheep-
killing, though strango to say, yet true, they have
never killed one sheep known {o myself.”

HOW 70 DRESS A SREEP.

Asg s00n as life is extinct, skia the hind legs up
to the hamstrings ; then gambrel and hoist it up;
mako an incision, high up in the belly, about an
inch and a halfin length, then inserl the stem of
s big funnel into the incision, and pour info it
ono or two gallons of cold water, the colder the
better. The application of cold water cools the
intestines end the flesh, thereby preventing any
contsct of the parts, and at the same time cooling
every part complotely. It also drives out the
gases at the incision, so that there is no possibi-
lity of tho meat becsming affected in any reason
able longth of time, which gives the operator time
to dress the meat properly. ‘This is done by xip-
ping from hough fo hough, skinning downward
without farther ripping, thereby preventing tho
wool or any outside filth from coming in contact
with the flash. This, of course, I do ss ¢uickly
as possible. Then removs the intestines cars-
{fully, 50 as not to break any of them. By this
modoe of treatment you will find the tallow on tho
intestines and on tho inside of the animal per-
foctly cool and rigid.



