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yau must be resolved that as ail you have shail
bc Gad's, so ailthat yau arc shail be Gid'S."
(Fors.> Was there ever such impiety 1

It is quito trué tha., duriug a pcriod corn-
maaciog beforo 1867 (1 have not the means bv
nie ta ascertain the dates), Ruskin's iaith was
disturbed, and full af sarrawful quinstionings.
He had belicvcd completely, and, trusting
entirely la the final strength of the rigbt,
hadl througb many years iought valiantly with
unfiling hope. But disappointment fliowed
disappointment, and, thaugb bis success was
ta mait cyes extraordinary, he feit ho had
but stirred the surface of a smali portion of
Eaglish life. He was ktenly alive ta the
faithlesiness af the ordinary professedlly reli-
giaus persan (especially in bis awn, the Ang-
lican Churçh) and grew ta despise the evange-
jical churches, wvhich seemed ta hirn ta taler-
ate and oven apprave an Gntirely pagan spirit
in commercial and social lfe. No wondcr bis
iaith yielded, and ho was heard ta, cry out
liie Elijab, in the bitterness of bis spirit.
Wc cannat understand the sorraw and bitter-
nescf the great man, disappointed in bis
trust, we, wha have little faith ta lose, and
whose purpases are smnall. Yet even in thase
days ho cauld write thus :

(1877, age 58).-Reltrring ta the words,
"He shali deliver thet (rom tht noisame

pestilence." IlIf ai the twa, I must choase
hetween drains and prayer-why look yau-
wbatever you may think of my wild whirling
wards, 1 will go pray . . . . 1 amn myself
so nearly .- . . iaithless ta less than
tht least grain of mustard, that I can take up
no serpents and taise no dead. But 1 don't
say, therefore, that the dead are flot raised,
nar that Christ is nat risen, nor the head cf
tht serpent bruised under the foot of the
soed ai tht womfa . I say only, if my faith
is vain, it is because 1 arn yet in my sins.
And to others 1 sav, what Christ bids me say.
That simply, that literally, that positively,
and na more, IlIf thon wilt believe, thou shalt
sece the Salvatian ai Ggd. (Fors.>

tiie more Ilscof ": (1883, age 62).-" Ail
tht warld is but as ont orpbanage, so long as
its children know not God, their Father ; and
ail wisdom and knowledge is anly mare ho-
wilderd darkness, so long as yau have not
taught thern the fear of tht Lard." (Fors.)

Evidently the lady referred to,though heoic
in ber devotion, was cf an unusually narrow
sect. It-can hardlv ho said that, even, at bis
darkest periad (wbicb clOsed in 1877,) the man
who always had Spurgean for a warma ad-
mirer, and whose dtarest friend and confidant
was tht saintly Dr. John Brown, wauld bave
been a mate unfit for a Christian woman.

1 have not the book by me ta quote during
1872-5, but 1 vouch that the oxtracts given
are cbaracteristic af Mr. Ruskins most faith-
less years Tht last recorded wards of tht
naw grey-bearded seerI know of, were spoker'
a year or twa aga ta a gathering of chaîdren,
and thty are the commanest and sirnplost
that fat irom Christian lips. "What
we need most af aI," ho said, with pathetic
earnestness, thinking doubtless of bis awn
macy confessed mistakes and failures, "lWbat
we nted mast af aIl, children, is ta bave aur
sins forgiven ; we cannat do without that."
0f such is tht Kingdom ai Heaven. Now, I
trust that the PREsBZTaR iAN is truly penittat.

[The PRESBYTERXAN is truly penitent and
thanks "lW. H. M."-ED.]

A WOMANSAPPEAL-

A large part of the community in Toranto
and Hamilton is represented as having been
stirred ta, its depths by the earnest appeais
cf mon ai great power in the presenting
af truth at tht mnissianary convention just closed
Wbat is ta be the fruit afi it aIl- By your
fruits ye shall kxow them." l I it ta hoe
merely a little pleasurabit excitefinent for a
few days? or are the effects ta hc permanent
and ta bave some resuits ?

In yonr paper of this date, alongside
af thetreport of these meetings, and
the apparent enthusiasm aitht aud-
itaces, are the letter ol Dr. Cochrane an. the
state cf thetIlHome Mission"I finances, and
Dr. Reid's staternent cf the general financial
position cf the missionary schernes cf aur
heloved church in Canada. 'These and tht
accounts ai the mission convention have. only

ta bc placed in juxtaposition -was it dont
purposly-to tell their awn tale and suggtst
the remedy, that is, if truc sincerity bas
betn the matked featuro and the prcvaiiing
motive in tht endarsing ai tht truth as pre-
seted ta these packed audiences. Nat al
Preshyterians, ai course, but, I trow, none af
tht Preshyterians present have been behind
band in their earaest enthusiasm w/iethe/
conferences lasied.

Do yen remember the starv ai the aid
gentieman,a member ai the Society af Friends,
prescrit at a great aud disastrous fire ia a poor
district af London? Fiading himself ane ai
tht excitcd crawd, gazing at tht destruction of
property, hc removcd bis bat, which he cor-
taiuiy would hever have dont as a mark ai
more worldly caurtesy, and dropping a bank
note in it, passed it round amoug tht crowd,
with tht significant hint ta each, I"Friend,haw
much sorry art thou ? I am £5 sorry V'

What is ta be tht test af aur sincerity at
the present juncture ofa alairs? Arew~e going
ta make an effort? Th6re only romains a
very short portion ai the financial year la
which taretrieve aur shattered fortune-
nay, aur honor, for are we not under obliga-
tions ta implement aur solemn undtrtakings
upon which se much that is momentaus bangs?
Is it ta be laisser taire-are we iust gaing
taolot things slide along in their present crippled
state,like a parcel cf hopeless fatalists,witbout
iaith or hope? Whatoai ur faith? Do were-
member that "lfaitb without works is dead?'

Wiil not some of aur good earnest, much
moved Preshyterian people take tht matter
in baud Ilwith a long pull, a strong pull, and
a pull altogether,» and set things right ? An
effort bogun in tht proper spirit for Christ's
cause and la humble depondence ou Divine
aid may ho looked open as a thing accom-
plished. The not meeting af aur obligations
à~ aur dishonor, even if these were gan ntlo
an toa sanguine a scale, so long as a little
extra effort or it may bc even sacrifice on aur
part, can stili compass them. Tht merabers
of the Canada Presbyterian Church are net
yet, surely, quite bankrupt 1 A. B.

Hamilton, Feb. 2ist, r894.

A GED M1M.STERS.

Mr. Editor :-From tht number ai letters
that have appeared in TuE CANADA PRES-
BYTERIAN lately, ou tht question ai la-
cating ministors, it is quite evidetit that
thero is a general feeling throughaut tht
church that aIl is not right.

An eIder af thirty-oue Vears' standing,
points out a number af evils which are seen
fromn bis standpoint, and have beem overlook-
ed by tht ministers. Dr. J. M. Gibson, cf
Landau, England, says that the wtak point in
aur systtmn is tht want af spirituial over-sight
and sugztsts tht appointmont cf an officiai to.
do such work as is dont by a bishop in tht
English Church. Are nÔft aIl Preshyterian
ministers bishops, and why do they not exer-
cise as much spiritual oversight as hishops iu
tht English Churcb ? IlKnoxonian" maires tht
samo complaint, andi suggests that iftho pres-
ont system were properly worked, it would
meet ait tht requirements. He is quite right.
Ht furthor suggests that more brames and
conscience are required, but be dots not tell
us how or wbtre those usefut ingredients are
ta be found. It is remarkable that Inu ah tht
jetters that have been publish cd, next te noth-
ing bas been suggested in thtway cf a remedy.

Neither tht Mthodist itinerancy nor any
other revolutionary action is needed. Tht
system is far toc itinerant already. Tht main
cause of ail the trouble is, that tht churcb bas
su largely dcparttd heom truc Presbyttrianism.
Ail that is required is to return ta the good
old Preshyterian way. ist-Tht probationers'
schcme shouid bceneded. 2nd-Tbe distinc-
tion between vasant con gregations and mis-
sion stations should bc abolisbed, and bath
ho brought under one systera. The Homne
Mission Comnittee sbould bc reconstructed,
and instead oa- the mombers being appointed
nominally by the Generai Assembly, but
practically by tht committet itstif, as at pros-
tnt, should ho appointed by Preshyteries for a
term neot exceeding three years. The timeeof
ont thlird. sh'ould expire at tht end ai. each
ypar, and tIrir places should .be. filled citiier

by electing now members or re-appainting the
aId. Instead ai tht pawers af Preshyteries
bcbng Iimited as at prescrit ta nominating,
they sbould ho empowered ta appoint minis-
tors ta stations (or a terin not oxceeding ont
year, and ta rt-appoint as often ns tht inter-
csts of tht work might require. It sbould ho
tht duty ai tht Home Mission Committee ta
prepare ei list of ail tht ministers witbin the
bounds cf tht Western section af tht cburcl-,
who are able and willine ta work with ail
athor workers wishing employaient, and ap-
point tbem ta the différent Preshyteries in
proportion tu tht number ofivacancies in each.
Tht order ai precedence la making appoint-
ments sbould ho. ast, Ordained min-
istters; 2nd, Prohationers; 3rd, Theological
students ; 4th, Literary Students ; 5t Cate-
chists. If a littie judiciaus management were
usod iu appointing tht ministers who art
samtwbat aged and iafirm, ta easy appoint-
monts where they would bave only two ser-
vices in tht day, not more than four or five
miles upart, many ministers on tht aged and
inflrm list cauld f111 theni and tht A. and I.
Ministers' Fund would ho ta some extent re-
Iieved. lifthis systom were adoptod and judi.
ciously warked. tht Prcsbyterian Church would
bc in the same position as tht Methodist and
Englisb Churches. Thero would bc neilher
vacant churchos nor ministers witbout charges,
and this pitiable spectacle ai mninisters, simply
because tbey are upwards ai fiity, turnod out
ta dig, or beg, or starve, or liveoan tht charity
af friends, or go into samne kind of emplay-
ment for %vbicb the 111e of a cicrgyman bas
unfitted them. Congregations would have
constant supply and would not get, divided
over the chaice between different so-called cani-
didates. Congregations would, however, have a
larger choice than under tht prescrnt system.
Theycould, thraugh theirrepresentative eider,
wbo is a membor ai Presbytery, bave as much
of a choice in their supply as la tht present
system of calling, with this advantage that at
the end of any yoar, if their supply should
prove unacceptable, they would have only ta
say sa and they coutil obtain relief witb-
out tht painful necessity ai starving hlm aut.

This systom should nat apply ta settled
charges, but as soan as a pastorate was dis-
soived bath minister and cangregatian would
came under this regulation. A minister wbo
bad ample opportunity of judging gave it as bis
opinion that a mai ority ai tht ministers la set-
tled chargos would prefer a change if tbey
could be transferred without trouble tu other
charges. An oquai proportion ai congrega-
tions would no doubt wolcome a change if it
could be effected without tht disagrecable
necessity cf asking their minister ta resiga ar
cf staiving hlm out.

If tht next General Assemhly could spare
a litile time to malco thoso few simple changes,
it would ho a groat boan ta bath churches and
miaistors. Yours truly,

D. McNAUGHTON.

Rev. A. B. Simapson of the Chrisiïan.4l-
liance, New York, under tht beading "lWant-
cd." asks for valurzteers for the foreigu field.
Ho says:- IlWe have many candidates on aur
lists, but wo want God ta put it juta tht bearts
of His chosen ones ta offor themselves for the
fields which at present s0 much need reinforce-
monts. XVe want severai for Thibet, mon
and women wba, can ' endure hardness as
gaod soliers cf Jtsus Christ.' We waat haif
a dozen for Sautheru China. We hava two
accepted workers, but wt want four mare
young meu af tht strongest type, andhetter who
have sorte experieuce in Christian work. We
specially want men «'wbo coat not their ives
dear unto tbemsehves, that tbey may finish
their course and the miaistry which they shail
receive of tht Lard Jesus Christ.' WVe want
twa or three brave, wise, consecratod volun-
tmers in Auam; mon wha can speak French
preferred; and in any case, tboy will have ta
learn tbis language. We want a party for
Malaysia and the islands and shores of South-
Eastora Asia. For ail thz 'se fields, we have a
nucleus already, but wo want ta make up
small parties, and we ask aur readors ta make
it a subject ai special prayer that God wil
choose the worken- and that we shail make no
mistake."

PEV. .ATME. GILRAY, 91 Bolovue ave-
nue, Toronto, bas-used .Achtocurafor eighteen
yar and reommands it for colda, Bre throat
.=d indigeStian.
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cbtfstian lEnbeavor.
0OUR BIfR TIGH TS AND HO0 W TUE y

ARE LOST.

IIRV, .W.. 3CTAViIi, Don., ST. nEanax.

Under the Law of Mases certain bîrthright
blessings belanged ta the cldest soninathie
Iamiiy. It is not certain that howas regarded
as a Prîest in tht iamily, though same ai the
Rabbis taught that ha was. It is certain,
hawever, that ho was highly honoured ; that
ho bad considerable authorîty and that he la-
herited a double portion ai bis father's prop-
etty. But though thest privalegos came
by right ai hîrth thay might ho hast. Reuben
lost bis hy unfilial canduct ; Esau lost bis by
gratifying a fieshlv appette-ho sold bis hirth-
rigbt for a mess ai pattago <Gen. 35, 24; Heb.
12 ; 16).

In this country, tht frst-horn in an ordin-
ary famiiy enjoys no special privileges.
Wbv, then, should thetotpic make mention af
hirthrights ? There are at least twa birth-
rlgbts ta wbich special attention may ho
directed.

First, Preshyterians helieve that the child
o! Christian parents is bora with certain
privileges. He is regarded as a child oif the
churcb, and from tht time ai bis baptism bo in
looked upon as a member af the church.
thougb nat yet in full communion. This sn
undouotedly a great and preciaus privîlege.

But thîs hîessing may ho lost. It trait
ho Iost througb the carelessnoss of the par-
ents. When patents present a chîld for bap-
tism tbey are admonished thus :-11 You are
ta teach him that ho is a member ai the
cburch, under its care and subject to its dis-
cipline. And that when ho cornes ta years
ai discrotion, if ho ho froc frora scandai and
bas sufficiont knowledge tb discern the Lord's'
body, and so witness a creditable profession
af personal faith, it will ho bis duty and prîw-
ilege ta como ta the Lord's Supper." (Dr.
Hadge's Manual ai Forms, p. 13). If, then
parents ueglect this duty, tht probahil-
ity is that tht hlessings wbich shauld
have been eutailed Ca their child wIll
ho last. Or if tht cbild himself fails ta real-
ize tht hlessings, fails ta recognize bis rights,.
neglects ta take advantage ai thora or de-
dlines ta ho profite' by them,they may ho lost.
If bc lives ta the fiosh ho dits ta bis righis.
If ho turns hi- back upun tht churchbcb can-
mot enjoy its privileges.

Second, by the new birth beiovers
corne into possession of certain rights whicb,
nover can ho iost. Those rights are theirs
forever. Tboy hecomo the sons ai God, and
tbe.%vbolt arguments af tht apostle in this-
text is caiculated ta show that tht rig4ts.
and prîvileges af God's childrea are secure.
Wheu tbey hecome sans ai God. tbey nas
hecome heirs ai God and joint-heirs withý
Jesus Christ and just as His iuhertance-is-
secure, s0 is theirs. The Holy Spirit bearsi
witncss with their spirits that they are thte.-
sous ai God, and as tht Haiy -Spirit cannet
hear wtuoss ta what is untrue, their salva..
tien and aIl its nccompaaying blessings arPe-
guarnnteed ta theni. Moreover, tht fact
that God bas gîvea His Son for their
saivation is a pledge and proof that'H
will- give ail else that they require. Stili1
furtber, Ris lave dots mot change and notÉh-
ing shahl separate them frora it. Tht love
which secured thoîr justification will makie
ample provision for ail their needs. Tb1ey
shaît ho more than canquerars aver ail their
fats, thoir obstacles and thoir difficulties.
This hirtbright is ns secure as the love aof
dan maire it ; mureover the menit, the power.
and tht intercession ai Christ are engaged t
make it certain.

Ta the Chinaman tht paraholic mould
ofia great part ofi the Bible is a puzzle. A Hui- -

peh Chinaman wha bail throagh beariige
tht missianary's teaching, been led ta destroy
aIl bis idoisanud become a diligent student:
cf tht Bible, wns in a strait about tht wordâ-
"tnking up thc Cross." He*sceed ta bàïie
thoaght a great deal about it, -and, hâ1ding'
cut bis arms, ho sn'd ta thet missionary,.
"Would that size do?" Ho was îbinking bh..
actuaiiy roquired ta ýcarry a cross. It waaî.
quite a relief ta hlm ,,wheu bc heard -that,,
",beariog persecution 'w=a bearlng the Cross;,..
forbhahad been doing thatifor a lang dmp. -'

and was accustamed to it.


