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T LI untrue statement tiiat tvo ai the trustees
o Qtccii's University' are Roman Cathîolics

secms ta have creatcd niuch more intercst in the
Cliurchi thian the rcpartcd decrease ai aven ive tlîou-
sand Presbyterians ini the Maritinme Provinces. It
also complich eclipses the census repart which
shows 23o,000 P'rcsbyterians that thxe Cliunci pro-
bably fails ta rci and knows nathing about.
Surely noking aiter aur own peop!e is a% important
as kteping imaginar>' Cathohics off tic Board ai

IFTis greatly ta be regnetted tluat the 1lion. Eduvard
Blake addresscd a palitîcal meeting the first

Sabbatlîho e as in lreland. Righît thiîking tmetn ai
aIl parties and creeds wvauid have tiîought ail the
muore iîighiy oa imlm ad lie declined. Thec is nia
roanu, haweven, for the pharisaicai coniparisons wve
s;ec made betwccn a Canadian and an Irish Sabbatb.
( Jtebec is a part ai Canada and there is probably
nat a Roman Catiîolic Ciiurchi door in tixat P'ro-
vince at which political mecetings have nat been
hield at the close ai thue Sabbath morîing service
during election contests. Uniortunately Mr. Blake
uvas not able ta tell his Longiord constituents that iu
his country poitical meetings are ntat ield on the
I.or(Is Day.

A DVOCATES ai political ii.,ian should make a
note ai the iact that acros.-, the unes million-

aire capitaiists posscss and exer :ise the powver ai
hiring a smali army ta shoot dowi, strikers. lu sucdu
cases the lauv ai tbe land is put tao oic side and the
plutocrat bines a few~ huîudreà men on the streets ai
Newv York, and Chicago ta do bis sliooting. The
kind ai men engaged ina>' asily be " guessed " main
thc kind ai wark ixe>' agreceta do. Wene the
abouring men thus sliot down Russian serfs, anc

could nat heip feeling for them. The), are, huawever,
American citizens uith ballots isi tlxir hands, and if
tlîey vote for laws tluat make miliiotuaires in a fev
ycars, and that give them power ta lire a smali
army ta shoot thein cmpioyecs, thîey must just take the
cansequences.

N W that the Detroit" Prince" has beenN saiel>' lodgcd in prison there is a first ciass
opcning for anybody who wislies ta hurnbug the in-
telligenut public in religions matters. JIow does it
came about that with al aur boasted educational
machiner>' the people are just as casi>' fooled as
even'1 Why do not sanie ai aur higli-t-mncd educa-
tionai conventions, like thîe anc thuat assenubled i
Miontreal iast week, wvrestie with that question ? \Ve
have man>' a time heard that 1i.nowiedge is power.
\'hîy does not the power obtained in aur schoois
and coileges enable people ta resist and expose
impostors ? Any kind of a scamp can make head-
way among the people naw just as readil>' as when
there were fia colleges and the schîool houses wene
log. Indeed wve doubt ver>' much if " Prince

iVIcuae' coldhave fooied the carl>' settiers. A
wide awvake Ulster man wvould have taken down his
biackthuorn and compelied the scoundrel ta make
raiiway time aiang the concession.

H-E Halif'ax IJ/tuss is somevhuat excrciscd
Tabout the position that Dr. Wild and Dr.

[Lias have taken on the question ai Sm john
Thompsan's fltness ion the 1remiershuip. The ii-

iie&s contends that "'it tvouhd flot be in any degrce
right or manly ta set him aside on the ground ai
his faith." That is sound Presbyterian doctrine, and
so far as uve are aware no reprcsentative Ontario
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man exccpt Dr. Wiid ever proposed ta do anytlîinz
ai the kind. The first Premier of Onfarin %vas .1
Roman Catholic, and so faT as wc cati remember
nobody ever raised a question about Sandficld Mac-
dornaid's aith even Mien lie witlidrcv thc grant
from tva Protestant Universities. Samething %vas
saidsix vars ago about the faitlî af the prescrit

Minste ofPubicWorks, but the people snlocd the
cry under. Whiat D)r. Douiglas contcnds is niot that
Sir Joint Thionisoti's iaith should bc a bar ta bis
promotion, but that lie should tiot bc pronioted ta the
Plreinierqliip becntise lie kq a la>' jesuit. The IWit-
'zcss admits the force ar titis contention, but alteges
that no proof has bcen given ta silov that Sir John
is a Jesuit. l'ossiblv D)r. D)ouglas thinlcs the proof
is sa plain and palpable that an>' anc cati sec it whai
iihs ta do so. One tlîing at ali cvents nceds noa

proof A Protestant turticd into Catholic is prctty
sure ta bc marc intaîcrant thtan born and brcd
Cathiolics. D'Arcy MicGee once sharply rebukced a
Catbaolic canvert in Malntreal wio nmade a specialty
of pauring vituperative abuse tipon Protestants.
"Don't think," said MNcGec, " that 1 have a quarrel

%vith youir former co-rciitzioiiists because you biave
anc." H-owvcvr, S'ir Joint Tiîmpson's fricnds cati-
not campiaiti about ititolerance so long a;, lie ks
supported by ail the Oranigenien in Parliarnît and
by a large majority of tiiose outsidc.

T 1IE Establishcd Chutrcli af Scotland doýs not
scem ta havc actcd îvith its ustial wvkdoin in

forcing the disestablishînent issue ta tic front and
mak-ing it the maini Scottish q(ueqtion in the pend-
ing clections. Gladstone lias neyer deciared hin-
self ini favaur ai disestablishrncnt. The most !te
ever said ivas that if the elections af Scotland
dcclared in favaur ai disestablishiment lie %vouid put
tbe question on bis programme. For years and
years the voltntaries of England, WVales anîd Scot-
land hiave camplaincd bîttcrly becauise tbe Old
Parliamentary band wattld not fuilly commit himself
and go forvard. It is no secret titat lie did not wish,
ta tindertake the settiement of an>' stcli question at
lus time ai lufe. Under thîese circuînst:ances the
Kirk, miglit have let the questiotn slumber as long as
it wouid slumber, but the Chuircli Defenice Associa-
tion farccd the fighiting, the Kirk %vent as a unit
against Gladstone, and the Sabbath, before pollinig
day nearly every Establislied Church puipit in 'Mid-
lothian rang %vith sermnons against the Oid Chief
and lus schemes. The net resuit ivas ta pull down
luis majarity ta 700 and put lîim into very bad
humour. Noiv be says in effect that lie did not ivisît
ta test the discstablishiment question at the poils,
but as the Kirk, insistcd on iiaving a verdict lie may
bave ta give the voice of the people cffect. We ail
know îvhat that means. Une distinguislicd Cana-
dian has gatie across the wvater ta keep [ricland
right; another-Principal Grant-lîad better go
ovcr and kcep the Scotch Iistablishnicnt irorn beip.
ing ta disestablisli itseii.

TIE Presbyterians af Ulster imust be the most
Tunselfish people under the suni. Onie ai

their clergymen lias latcly beeti siiowing boiv imuch
consideration they get fram tlîcir Episcopalian allies
in the matter ai officiai appointments. Five years
ago there ivere over 6oa Episcopaian officiais in
Ireland and oniy twenty six Preshyterians. The
Presbyterians %vcrc ai course mostly in the iotvcst
roQins In the Irish Peerage there were 1/,4 Epis.
copalians but flot one soiitary Presbyterian. In the
Irish Pnivy Council tlîirty-six Episcopalians but
flot anc Presbyterian. There wverc thirty Lieuten-
ants of cou ntics-twen ty- nine Episcopalians and
anc Presbyterian ; twcivc Superior Court judges-
eleven E-piscopalians and ane Presbyterian , sixteen
County Court judgcs- fourtecti Episcopalians ani
two Presby'terians,- fiity-fuve Resident magistrates --
fifty-three Episcopalians and twvo Presbyterians,
nineteen suiperi ritendecnts -ail Episcopalians. And
sa an throughl the wliole Iist ai officiais until Voit
get over 6oa E-piscopalians and tîvety-six Presbv-
terians. The list af Roman Catholic officiais is
large but not neariy sa large as the Episcopalian.
The figures given were prcparcd ive years ago and
it is not iikely they are anV better nowv. There were
very fevv Presbyterianis from Ulster in the last
Ilouse oi Commons. Tlîey did thec voting and paid,
yau may rest assured, the heavy enîd ai the electian
bis and the Episcopalians took%, the scats. The
explanation given for the small ndhibcr ai Presby-
tenians in office adds insuit ta injury. It is aiiet;ed
that the Episcapalians are so much better educatcd
than Presbytcrians that they should fill ail the
higluer positions.

TIJLOLOGICA4L SPECUL4 TJONIN i
TRA NCE AND SI7Y,-ERLA.ND.

IF a carporate union ai the Chiristian Cixurc i k
cevcr ta be realized, it wvili nat bc rcactied by

campicte doctrinal agreement, nor lvill it be brouglit
about by unanimity ai opinion ov questions even
ai the nmost vital intcrcsts. Fronm the nature and
importance of Christian doctrine, and froin the con-
stitution ai the lhumati mmd, it is evidetit tiîat a
rigid meclianical uniformnity ai belici is bath impos-
sible and undesirable. The variaus tenciencies af
current tlicoiogical thougbt allord evidence of the
%vide diflerences the spcculative apinions ai able
and good men present. There is a larger spirit of
talerance amang tiiose wv . diffier comparcd îvith the
state ai things cxisting some ycars ago. Deviatian
framn rccogîîized tlîcorics %vas lookcd upon as a
moral transgression and a plain evidence tiîat a
course ai deciensian %vas being cntcrcd upon. Noiv
it is undenstood that a man may bc a sincere trîtth
seeker and a devout believer in j esus Christ even
alhiough be may have doubts on sanie af the points
bnought into proinience by the researclies an(d
speculations ai the Iiighier critics.

A short time ago there appearcd ini tiese col-
umns a bni outline ai a paper by the venerabie
Sviss theolagian, Proiessor Godet, wliicli iormcd
the substance af lus address at tli#ý opcning session
oi tic course oaiheUic îologicai Facuhty af the
Independent Cliurcl i o Neuchiatel last autunin.
Considerable importance is attaclîcd ta it b>'
1Frcncli-speaking lProtestants since it is a clear and
distinct e-.%pression aif the opinions field by titose
attaciîcd ta the distinctive doctrines of the evan-
gelical Cliuircli. Lt lias suggcsted an intcrestiîig
tlîough ratîxer lcngtlîy paper by Proiesson Gretiliat
on "Theologicai Thîought Amnang French l>otcst-
ants," whiciu lias been tratislated b>' the Rev.
josephl1-1. Dulles, A.MI., librariat i o Princeton
Seminar>', and appears in the Jul>' number ai the
Ilsjle-t; andl Reform~ed .Review. And liecit
may be statcd parcntlîctically tlat Principal Caven's
dlean, comprcher.isive and schioiarly paper, pubiished
ini thiese pages sarne nuonths ago, on ««The Testi-
mauîy ai Christ ta the Old Testament," is the
apening contribution ini the nexv number ai tiîis
standard quarteriy. The conflict ai opinion atnong
Frncci-speaking Protestants must, ta some extent,
bc a matter ai regret ta ail îvho desire ta sec a
vigorous practicai Christianity moulding the
thougluts and lives ai mcen. The revival ai reli-
gion thiat influenccd mcen so eminent and useful
as Cesar Malan, Theadore Gaussetu, Merle
D'Auubigny, Agenor de Gasparin and athers. in
course a tfime spent its force. The rationalistic
torpor out ai whiclu it sprang again rcappearzd, and
the controversies that iollawed have not been betne-
ficial ta ail tbc scholarly men who have taken part
in thuem.

Among French Protestants, as amoîîg otiiers,
vcry nuàuch the same subjects arc being discussed.
An important anc being, wlîat is autiîority in reli-
gion, and haîv far is its exercise compatible with
individual liberty and responsibility? French Pro-
testant thinkers renounce the apinion s0 tnenuousiy
maintained by the Papacy that the Cburch is thxe
chief autiîority in matters af religion. The Bible
bias been rcceivcd b>' the Protestant Cburcli as the
only rule of iaith and practice, but its autluority lias
been eageriy questianed ai late, and the extremne
thcory ai verbal inspiration maintaîned by Gausseni
in his " Theopncurtia " 15 no langer upbcld by cven
the most ortbodox ai the Swiss theologians. Tbecy
do hold, however, and with cammiendabie firmness,
tiîat the Bible is inspired and that it cantains the
revelations ai Goid's ivili for man's saivation. There
are others who boldi>' challenge the authority ai
Scripture anîd make persanai expenience the meas-
uire anîd arbiter of divine trutlu. Lt is îeedless ta
say that the position assumed byj the ex.perimental-
ists, as tue>' prefen ta bc called, is most unsatisiac-
tory. Tbey have no firm standing ground; There
is noa comman standard ai appeal.' Each man %vill
have a systcm ',f beliefs, more or iess camprehiensive,
ai his own. Such meni wauld bc marc likeiy ta
attempt the erection ai a modern religiaus towvcr ai
Babel than a Christian temple in which dcvout sauls
couid reverenti>' and conscientiouisiy varsbip. Lt is
hardly a matter for surprise tlîat some wvho have
pursucd their reigiaus specutatiorts on these lines
have uvaridred inta the regions wvhere the cbilling
nists of scepticism prevail.

One notable experience uvas tlîat ai the keen-
nindcd and subtie critic, Edmond Shierer, wvho
attaincd eminence as a iIileratewr in Paris and who
passcd away a fexv months ago. lis cancer was flot


