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SHORT HAND NOTES OF FUNERAL
SERMON.

RY TIE REV. . MOPPAT, WALXKRTON,

Abraham “the Friend of God,” passed away, but
what a glorious memory, what a noble example is left
behind. * Hlessed arc the dead which die in the
Lord.”

And as every age sweeps past, what an honoured
array of venerable patriarchs trom pew and from pulpit
passes before us. Their years may have beenspent in
the largest sphere of life or in the quictness of some
lowly circle, yet 'us life for God, potent for cternal
wood. And still the veterans of the old guard pass
from us, one by cne. Ripe in holiest experience,
chastened by fierce temptation, magnifying abound-
ing mercy, waiting in assured hope, they pass beyond.
But “ their works do follow them,” the solemnity of
the patriarch priest at a family altar, the earnest words
of fatherly counsel, the many years of godly example,
these cannut be soun forgutten.  No, they aze woven
into the very soul of being, they remain sacred mem-
ories forever. In our midst, another Abraham /Ab-
raham Rowand, Sr., has walked with reverent fout
steps, and finished a Christian life that will not easily
be-forgatten.  To-day, we would with a warm heart,
bricfly review twenty-one years of life, the last of his
four score and e¢ight, he spent among us.

Whatever may be the size of the cairn, we will Iy
one stone upon it, in memory of onc of the noblest
meft of God we have ever known in Canada.

1.—HE WAS A MAN FULL OF GUD'S BIBLE.,

No man can ever become a grear Christian, unless
he has drunk deeply at the fountan head. Whatever
our culture may be, whether toned by the classic past,
or by the scientific present, yet what 1s it worth for
holy living or holy dying, unless filled with the very
essence of the Book of God.  Few men kaew more of
its power for a vigorous Chnistian life.  Andfew knew
more of its comfort for bercavement and old age.
But this knowledge did not make him a narrow-nund-
ed bigot.

No, but we ever found him in his years of mental
prime, thoroughly abreast of all the great questions of
the day, whether political or religious. But as the
years rolled on, and the eternal verities of life drew
nearer, then the day came when he told us that he
had done with them all.  “ There s just one book for
me now,” he more than once has said, and when even
the palsied hand could hold it no longer, yet the very
many gulden teats he had stored in his memory were
fresh to the very last, “ rejoicing the heart.”  How dif-
ferent an aged Chnistian full of the sweetest promises,
from a starving worldling, vaialy trying to grasp the
world fled forever.

11.~HE WAS A MAN OF FERVENT PRAYER.

*Tis no small boon to hear a venerable patriarch’s
prayers.  With him prayer was a great reality.
\Whatever he may have been to others, to me he was
al vays = man of very great power in prayer. There
was an unctivn that came from the hear, telling of the
soul that was oft in the auvdience of the King.

Fathers, are you priests for God in your own hause-
holds, and does your every ~*"id feel, if ever there is
A inan of prayer, my fathes is that man?  Often, have
carnest Christian wives come to me, and told me with
teatful eye, * Oh, if my husband would only begin
family worship.” Is there one such mnan here to-day?
then away with all fear, all false pride. Your senten-
ces may be broken, the grammar may be faulty, but
to cvery Christian mother, worthy of the name, it will
be heaven begun. 1 havestood by many a death-bed,
but 1 never heard from human tengue the regret I have
praycd toomuch. Fathers, to-day I plead with you, be
men of Christ-like life, be men fervent in prayer.

11L.—HE WAS A MAN SIGNALLY USEFUL IN CHRIST'S
CHURCH.

1 ncver heard ham pleading to be excused from gv-
g, because he had hberally given for the same work
in another church. Anad yet in Bay street, Toronto,
1 Chinguacousy, 1n Free St Joha's, Walkerton, he
was ncither last noricast.  His was noscinsh rehigion;
nay, it was intensely pracucal.

Many a word spoken 1n season, many a kindly deed
quictly duac, tells of hus sterling worth,  Ia cach of
these three churches, he was cver foremost in far-sce-
ing plans and active Chnstian work. ‘Tis not in the
length of the communion roll, but in the vigor of con-
scerated hearts, that we find the sceret of successful
<hurches. And whea old age laid him aside from

!

active life, we ever fclt that we had his fervent prayer
and warmest sympathy in cvery work done for the
Master.

Such was the man of whom our late much-loved
fricnd, Dr. Jennings, told us, that when he left his
church in Toronto, “ He sat down in Pée study and
had a good hearty cry.” Yes, men of Goa are sorely
missed.

IV.— HE WAS A MAN OF GREAT LIBERALITY.

No one ever knew how much he gave. Though 1
know that for years his giving was the largest unongst
us, yet I never knew all.

To him giving was a pleasure, but one that no one
cver heard him speak about, Alas! it is a pitiable
form of religion which spendsits strength telling others,
“how much 1 have given to the church.” ‘The liberal
soul deviseth liberal things, yea, and carries them out.
Our second church had ncver been built when it was
but for hum. And s was the first gift, to lay the
foundations of our present noble building.

More than once in the davs of your past weakness,
interest on loans, justly his, was generously given back.
He never entered the house of God without agenerous
collection, and when he had it not, we know that he
often borrowed it.  For many jears he paid for, and
gave me, the first reading of Spurgeon’s Sermons,
which at lus leisure, he read again and agan with the
greatest zest.  I'ruly of him 1t could be well sad,
“They shall still bring forth fruit in old age.”

V.- HE WAS A MAN OF GREAT SPIRITUAL HUMILITY.

You may not be able to tellwhere the fountain-head
of some well-known river may ¢ = found, but if you
see 1t for twenty-one years steadily flowing, you never
dream of doubting its existence.  Itis full to the brium
to-day, 1t i1s in wonted volume by-and-by; so s i,
i every Chrstian life.

The measure of the soul’s rise 1s the measure of the
soul'stall. “Twas thus with um. \We have often cheer-
ed hun n deepest darkness; we have often rejoiced
with hum; when lus joy scemed as fresh as if he had
newly passed from darkness into the glonous light.
But who more humble, and who more respected in
this church? Iknow of none. Never shall we forgetan
incident of our eacly ministry, and the way he treated
it,

Being away the most of the week on Presbytenal
work, there had been used in the sermon on the fol-
lowing Sabbath, more scholarly words than the wont,
yet when he asked the reason, it was done so humbly,
so tenderly, that it was a pleasure to explaun.  Cold-
hearted criicisin always forgets, * That God giveth
grace to the humble.” .

4So let me pass away, humbly and lovingly,
Only remembered by what I have dune.”

VI.—HE WAS A MAN OF NOBLE STEADFASTNESS.

His ordination vow as a Christian clder did not
mean il he got ured of his church or his minister; no,
it meant with him, till death do us part.

His promise had in it such intense vitality of hon-
esty, that it was unbreakable. His religion meant life-
long stability to God and man.

Happy isthe minister who can say of all s elders:
1 never once doubted one of them. Neither did 1
ever once doubt, that he was & man of Gud. * By
their fruits ye shall know them.” No worldling could
have lived such a life as his. How sad to sec a gray-
haired man with one foot in the grave, and another
chinging to the cver-shifting sand.

With him, 1 was the glonous Rock of Ages. And
amid all religious fickleness, what a noble sight to sec
clder and minister working zcalously together for
twenty-one years, without onc jar, faithful unto death.

To-day, 1 can fearlessly say of hum, he never gave
me onc moment’s pain, but often, very often, he
strengthened my hands in God.  Oh fathers, I plead
with you so to live, that when your sons may stand
tearfully around your open grave, they may honestly
say in their heart of hearts, I thank God that I had
such a father.”

FINALLY.

A grand old standard bearer has fallen  Who will
grasp the flag> His voice crics, “ Do not let that old
flag go down.” Who will follow his cxample? Be
men in blood-earnest, and the Master will give you
grace and strength. Who will carry on his work?
Lot cvery son and father here to-day gird himself
afresh, and say, “ God helping me, T will”  And then,
when devout men may carry us one by one silently
and solemnly to God's acre, they may trinmphantly
say, “to-day we buricd a father, every inch a manand
cvery inch a Christian.”

RAINISTERS AND GSHURGHES,

REV. JOHN \WALLACF, of Lunenburg, N.S., has re.
signed his charge, as his health has given way.

Tur Rev. John McAlpine, of St. Mary’s, has gone
to Europe on a three months’ tnp for the benefit of
his health,

THE Rev. W. Wilson has resigned the charge of
St. Andrew’s Church, Chatham, N.B,, and has returned
to Scotland.

THE Clinton Presbyterian congregation presented
Rev. Dr. Ure with $20 as an acknowledgment of tus
service as Moderator during the vacancy in ther
church.

"THE Rev. A. V. Millingen, formerly of Constanti-
nople, has declined a call to Yarmouth, N.S., and is
now called by St. Paul's congregation, Fredericton,
N.B.

THE new Presbyterian church in course of crection
at Norwood 1s expected to be ready for occupation in
October. It will accommodate an audience of aver
five hundred persons, and the cost is placed at $6,000.

THE Rev. P. Lindsay, Convener of the Home Mis-
sion Committee for the Presbytery of Quebec, having
removed to Three Rivers, all correspondence for the
Presbytery connected with that mission is to be direct~
ed to him there.

AT a meeting of the congregation of the East End
Presbyterian Church, in this city, held on the evening
of the 7th inst., it was decided to build a new church
on a plan submitted by Messrs. Gordon and Helliwell.
The structure is to be of brick; to cost about $18,000,
and to be commenced without delay. ’

THE new Presbyterian Church at Mount Pleasant,
the corner-stone of which was laid a few months ago,
is rapidly approaching completion, and the dedication
is expected to take place next month. It is a hand.
some brick building, and will be a credit to the plea-
sant little village, also more particularly to the hard-
working pastor of the church, Rev. Mr. Alexander, and
his congregation.

A congregational meeting was held in the Presby-
terian church, Seaforth, on Monday evening, sthinst,,
at which there was a very fair attendance. It was re-
solved to take a vote of the congregation by ballot, on
six of the candidates for the precentorship,on Sunday
the 18th inst. The candidate recetving a majority of
all the vutes cast to be the one to secure the engage-
ment. The precentor’s salary was definitely fixed at
$300 perannum. It was also decided to extend a call
to Rev. Mungo Fraser, of St. Thomas, to be the pas-
tor, and the necessary steps for the moderation of a
call will be taken in due course.

THE Presbyterians of Greenbank are building a
beauuful bnick church, fifty-six feet long by thirty-four
fcet wide. The mam part of the building has four
windows in cach side, with two in the south end, also
a circular window of stained glass in the south gable
and a switable window over the entrance door.  There
15 a good basement ten feet batween floors, with win-
dows above ground corresponding to those in the
main part of the building. There s also a gallery in
the onc end. The steeple is of sufficient height 1o be
seen for miles. The building is to be completed in
Oclober, so that it will be ready for dedication ere the
close of the current year. It will cost nearly $4,000.
—Cowm.

Ox Monday evening, sthinst, a Young People's
Assoutation was formed in connection with the Pres-
byterian congregation of Brantford, under the manage-
ment of Rev. Mr. Wilkie, assistant pastor.  Like other
associations of a similar character, it is expected 1o
foster a warmer social fecling among its members, be
preductive of a decper interest in the work of the
Church, and materially advance the spiritual interests
of the congregation generally.  The meesung was well
attended, and, from the active interest evinced in ats
organization, gives promisc of a futurc useful and suc-
cessful carcer.  The following is a list of the officers
clect. Honomry President, Rew. Jas. Pringle; Acung
President, Rev. John Wilkie; Vice-Presidents, George
Ballantyne, Misses Blain and \WVallace; Treasurer,
Miss Ballantyne. Secretary, Ed. Chisholm; Managing
comnutee, Mro, Phillips, Misses Hartley, Burnet,
Macdonald, Heglar, Janc Pringle, Annie Kirkwood,
and Messrs. A. Litile, R. W, Williamsoen, N, McCon-
nell, W. Kirkwook, D. J. McKinnon, R. A. Hartley,
and R. McClure,.—CoMm.




