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A BITTER LESSOWN.
#Y FLORENCE B. HALLOWELL.

* Dear Hugh ; P'repare to be surpnsed. Father and 1
will bein E— - on Thursday Fither has some business
to attend to there, and 1s also to tee the acubist about his
eyes.  Doctor Patterson says he feels sure that compiete re-
covery will follow a course of treatment. O Hugh, it
father's g:ght can only Le restored, how happy we will all
bl Itis 35 31d to sec him groping bis way about, ard
unable t0 gu anywhere away from home without svne e
@ith him.  He has grown much worse since you were h e
at Christmas, but 15 as patient and resigned as vvis, Of
course, if he puts himself under the care of this oculist,
he will have to go to E—— very frequentiy—perhaps
board there for a tune—anl that will be expensive ; but he
has one hundred and fifty dollars on hand from the sale of
old Betsey znd hes colr, and 1 a case hike this we must net
think of cost, We will, on Thursday, go directly from the
depot to the college, to pay you acall before attending to
anythiog else. 1 know how glad you will be to see us.

“ Your loving sister,
*CANNAS"

Yugh Haven's face was rmadiant as he finished 1eading his
sister’s letter. The thought of seeing any cne from home
was delightful to him ; for though the college 1n which he was
2 student was only fity miles from the old farm where he
had been born, his fathers narrow circumstances made fre-
quent visits cut of the question.

Mr. Haven, though an energeuic, sndustrious man, had
failed to make inrmmg pay him very weli, and thought him-
self fortunate of at the close of each year he could make
both ends meet. Hugh ike only son, had been sent to cul-
lege to gratly his amtava fut an educauun that wuuld 6t
him to be a civil enginecr, at the cost of many a sacrifice
on the past of his parents and sister.  But of this he koew
rothing, for they carelully curiealed ftum him anythiag
that might have had a tendency to wouty ot sadden him,
and cheerfully ecunomized in every way fur his sake, fecling
sure that the day would come when he would do honour to
the name he bore.

Bot they could not keep from him the sorrow which cn-
tered the old hume when his fathers eyesight began to fail.
At first Mr Havea paid httle attention to this misfortune,
believing it only temporary, and thinking that bathiog his
cyes 1n wexk tea o7 salt and water would 500D restore them
to their former streagth.

But when he found after several months of such treat-
ment that they grew worse wnaead of Leiter, he cunsulted
the family doctor, wao pronounced them senously affected,
and advised him 1o consult ay ocolist without delay.

Mr. Haven did not follow this advice immediately, for the
reas00 that his pecuniary circumstances just at that time did
not render 3¢, 10 his opinton, practicable.  He needed every
cent he could raise to mect 2 nuie which wuaid fall dae
very soon, aad therefore sezeral weeks clapsed beineen the
consultation wih Dt Patterson and the teceipt of the letter
which gave Hogh so much plzasure,

¢ 1 shall miss old Bet when 1 go home again,”™ thought
the boy, * bat if 1t was necessary that she should be sold in
order that father should have the money for this oculist, 1
shan't repret her.”

It was very exrly the fotiowing morning when Mr. Haven
and Anga arnived, and liugh had oosy just ficished has toiiet.
He recogmzed Annas knock, and rushed to open the door ;
but he onuld scarcely utter the woutds of welaume which rose
to his hips, so snuked was ke at ike appearance of has
father, wg:) seetned to have grown many years ulder since
be had last seen hun..

Air. Haven was happily spared the sight of the sorrow and
trouble 1n his son’s face, but Anna saw it at orce, and at
the first opportunity drew Hogh aside to whisper,

* Don't feel so terribly about it, brother. Doctor Patter-
son says that father’s recovery under careful treatment is
certain, and this oculist we 2r¢ to coaselt to-day is famous
for hisstll. Try to talk chectfully, or father will notice
your glsom, and it will worry him.”

$o Hugh tued to appeaz gay, and even essayed a laogh
occasionlly 3 but his seart was vouy heavy, and 1t was al.
most a rehief 1o hum, when, afier a stay of an hous, his
father and sister went away.

* \We v.owd siay longer, my Loy, " sad Mr. Haves, as
he rose to go, * but Ansa bas some shoppieg to do, aed 1
have 2 httle basiness to attend to before 1 sce the oculist.”
"+ Theu I shan't sce you sgaio,” said liugh in a tone of
regret.

gzNo," answered Anna, **but I will write to you as soon
as we reach home, and let Fou know just what the ocalist
e s."
th 1f 1 didn't have to attend class in abont fifteen mia-
utes,” said Hugh, **1 would go with you ; I feel so anxious
to know his opinion."

¢ O, 1ts sure to be favourable ; so don’t worry. Father
will be sceipg ax well asever a a few weeks, I kaow,” sad
Anna, as she left the :00m.

] hope sol 1 houpe sv.” maimuied Ilogh, as he
opened a book to take a last glawee at some definsivn
which puzzied him. ** He has beea such a2 good father to
mc.n

Jast then tke door flew open, without the prelimiazry
ceremony of a kacck, and Hairy Rathboae, a fellow-student,
came in,

¢ ] say, Haven,” he cried, “‘I've been depated to ask
501 to pull in the boat-race to come off in June. Whatdo
vou sa7? Of course you'll aeoept 2™

*¢ I-don't koot about that,” saia Hogh the blood mocat-
ing 1o hiz face as hethought that the unly reason which
kept him from answenng gladly in the afirmative was the
{ear that he migbt not be able to mect ihe €xpenses aD ac-
ceptance wonld invoise.  ** You'll have to give me a dry
or two to think abount at.”

‘* Here's conceit,” sald Harry with a favgh. * A day or
+wo to think about it, indeed I Why, do you know what &n
honour it is to take part in an affair of this kind?*

** Certaluly ; but 1 can't give you my saswer now ; I'll et
you know to.-morrow."”

**All tight.  Perhaps you've only a proper appreciatien
of your own worth,” and Harry went out whistling ** Over
the Garden Wall."”

Hugh wasan excellent catsman, having had much practice
on the river near bis home, and nothing would have given
him preater pleasute than to take part in the forth-coming
boat.race with the crew of a rival college. But he knew
that such a thing war out of the question, for his allowance
was necessatily very limited, and he could not ask his
father for cven an extra ten doflars just at this time. 1t
was pride alone which had prevented him {rom giving Harry
a definitc answer at once,

He nighed as he put on his hat and went out, wishing he
had a lictle more of this world's goods, and his face wore a
look of discontent very unusual to it ; for Hugh had a sin.
Fulmly amiable disposition, and was generally inclined to

ook on the bright side of things.

It was a cold, windy February day, and as he crossed thie
street which led to the college a great gust of wind whirled
something to bis feet,  He stooped down and picked 1t ep.
1t was a hrown eavelope addressed in a sprawhog hand to
** William Raymond,™ and though it was sealed, a tear at
one end te\'ca{cd a roll of bills,

Hugh koew Yallam Raymond by reputatien. He wasa
resident of E——, a Lroker and teal estate dealer, and re-
reputed very wealthy, Ilis office was at the other end of
thetown.

Hughs first impulse—ah, if he had but acted on it how
much sorrow would he have been saved ! —was to take the
moncy to Mr. Raymond at once; but the sight of several
students hurrying 1ntu the college warned him that he had no
tume to spare il he wished to Le in time for his class.

*There’s po paniculas horry about returning it,” he
thought. ‘I cap hunt Raymoend up at his hou ¢ this even-
iog, and I can't afford to lose this recitation,” and he bur-
tried cu.

But before evening came a great temptation had assailed
Hugh. An evil spui* had suggested that he shonld kerp
the money for his own use.  Mr. Raymond was wealthy and
would got feel the loss of the tnfling sum this envelope
doubtless contained,

“ And 1 am 10 such dize need of n little money just now,*
thought the buy, as conscience whispered that he had no
npht to use what was vot his own,

When he went back Lo huis toum after dinner, he took the
moaey out of the envelope and counted it. One hundred
and forty seven dollars and twenty-eight cents t It seemed
like a small fortune to Hugh. The temptauon to keep it
was very great. Twenty-fise dollars w'mrd cover the cost of
joining io the boat-race, and it would be such a mortifica-
tion to have to refuse on the score of expense.

In such arpument with his conscicnne did Hugh pass the
hours until his bedtime. He slept little that night, and
rose with a severe headache when morning dawned,

He went out and walked seveial times around a park
which lay near the college; but he felt no better.

*Shall 1, or shall [ not?™

These were the words which keep repeatiog themselves in
his traip, and he could think of nothing else.

As he was returning to his room sqain be met Harry
Rathbooe on the staus. He would have passed him with
only a rod, but Harry stepped before him.

* You might as well give me yunt answer nuw about the
cace, Haven,” be sard ; ** you've slept on the matter and
can’t need auy more ime.  Is it yes orne?”

“No TI'm sorry; T'd like it of all thires; but - the
truch is, T can't aff~rd it

*“ Oh, well, of course if tha*’s the case we'l] ¢ay no more
2bout i1,” said Harry looking very much cmbarrassed ; and
ke let Hugh pass on at once.

Hugh had spoken on impulse, bat he did not regret
having done <o, for a heavy load scemed hifted of his heart.
Hec sxt down in his room, opeaed abook, and began to study
with 2 vim.

“1'l] take the money to Mr. Raymond this evcning,” be
thoaght, s the gong sounded for breakfast in the hall be-
low; **then I'1l feel better still,”

He wasn high spirits all day, and heard without a pang
that the place in the boat crew that had been teadered to
him was to b £'led by Lione! Tucker, s young man for
whom he had a strong antipathy.

*Tucker’s 4 good hand at an oar; 1'l! say that much for
him,” be remarked to Hany Rathbone; and Tucker hear-
ing of this, wondered what made Haven so awfully owil
all at once.

As Hugh entered his room late in the afternoon, with the
intention of procuring the money which was locked in his
trcnk, he found a letter un his table. It wasfrom his sister,
ard he eagetly tote it open.

It was shost.

** My dear Hegh," it ran, ““after.all, father did not con-
suit the oculist. He concluded to wait 2 while. Please
don't distress him by alluding to the subject in your letters.
Deaibiorhet, T d o't like te cautian you abeut your expensess
bat I carnes'ly hope you will he prudent for the next few
months, for T 2m afraid we wil! have to leszen your present
meagre allewzoce, and it would pain us all to have you go
in debt.  You must not be discouraged or out of patience.
All will conie right after a time.  Some of the greatest men
that ever lived had to contend with poverty worse than
yours in thur youth. Remember this when you feel in-
clined to thiok your gxlh harder than that of some others,
and keep up a brave heant.”

The letter fluttered from Hogh's hasdand fell to the floor.
Faza long, long time he sat with hishead on his hand, deep
an thought.  When at last he started up, his face wore a
look of aullen resolation.

“I'll keep it,™ he muttered.  “ The day may come when
Tl have great need of it, apd it isn’t just tha! one man
shoaid roll in riches while another nearly starves. 1 found
the moacy, and I'll keep it."”

And keep {t he did.  Even the sigh’ of an advertisement
of s loss tn Mr. Raymond's name did not alter his resoly
tion. But, though often tempted, he never used & dollar of
it. Again and again, as the weeks went by, he took outa
five or ten dollar note with the iotention of spending i1 ; but
it seemed to buran his fingers, and was invariably selvrned i
the envelope.

Sometimes he thought of going to Mr. Raymond and tell.
ing him the whole story, but his courage failed when he re-
flected what that gentleman might do and say in such ag
event 3 and how terrible it would be to confess himself lack.
ing tn that strict integrity with whick he had always been
credited by all who kaetr him,

It was & passage 1n a letter {rom his sister which made
him take the dreaded step at last.  The letter came the day
before he was to leave college for the summer vacation, and
only a shott time before the hour set for the great boat-race,

The passage was as follows :

“ You will, I know, be surprised and shocked to hex
that your old friend, Luke Alby, nas turned out very badly
He took = situation in Mr. Hunt’s store about = month sgo,
and yesterday robbed the till of forty-odd dollsrs and ran off,
no ope knowns where. 1is parents are almost broken.
hearted. O Hugh, you cannot tell baw proud we feel of
the knowledge that we could trust you always, undet any
circumstances, to do what was right, and that no dithonest
act of yours will ever bring the blush of shame to the cheeks
of thase who love you.”

Over and over again Hugh read this sentence; thea start
ing up, be unlocked his trunk, took out the envelope of
money, and without giving himsell a chance to thiak a sec
ond time of what he was doing, rushed off to the office of
Mr. Raymond.

The broker was fortunately at his desk in a private room
and Hugh was at once admitted.

The confession was o hard one for any boy to make - bt
Hugh went through it bravely, making no excuses for bu
conduct, giving anly the bare, tewrible (scts. As he con-
cluded, he drew the money frors his pocket and laid 1t o
the desk witha zi§h of relief.

To his surprice Mr. Raymond handed it back to him.

T have no right to this,” said the broker. * Oddly
enough, it belongs to your own father.”

* My father!" echoed Hugh, turning very pale.

¢ Yes; he came to E—— last Fcbruary to pay me thys
money ; but had the misfortune to lose it on his way here,
Your sister retraced her steps, and searched everywhere for
it, even in your room, bat without success. They returned
home at once, and a couple of days later your father s~nt me
the money due me. It is strenge they did not write to you
ebout it.’

Hugh's lips moved, but no sound left them. Ie rose,
and walked out of the ¢ flice like one inadream. Aterritle
fear was koocking at his heart. Could it be possible that it
was the loss of this money which had decided his father cot
to see the oculist?

He determined to go home at once. e could not wait
a moment longer than was necessary for the answer to that
question, He threw his few belongiogs into his tronk, acd
burried to the dépot.  Several of his friends w >t him, 2nd
one or two inquired if he were not goizy to the race ; buthe
did not answer ; he only stated at them in a bewildered way.
He had forgotten 2ll about the boat-race.

He reached the farm at seven o'clock in the evemnp,
dusty and weary, for he had walked from the station three
miles away. As he pushed open the yard-gate he saw that
some oac was sitting on the front-poxc{. His heart bound-
ed joyfolly, but sank again like lcad ip his breast as ke
hurried up the path.  Could that bent, white-haired old maz
sitting in the easy-chair, with his chin sunk down on his
breast acd his bands crossed listlessly before him, be Au
father ! Hugh bad thought him changed when he had seez
him in Februarg: bat that was nothing to the change which
had takea place sitce.

The bhind man's quick ears caught the sound of the famil- -
iar foolsteps.

**Is it my dear boy come back?™ he asked. ‘' Why,
Hugh lxd, we did not expect you g0 soon.”

**Father,” and Hugh dropped on one kaee by the chay,
and took his father's hand in bis, **I want to ask yoo ozt
t\x;cstion. If you love me, .nswer me withuat reserve
Why did you decide not 1o sce that oculist last Febreary?” .

For an iostant Mr Haven tbesitated, then he said inz low
voiee.

¢ Beeause T couldo’t afford it, Iad.”

“1 thought so,” groaned Hugh ; and then, for the s
ond time tuat day, he faltered out his miserable confession

Mr. Haven listened ip silence ; bat though his face paled
a little as Hugh proceeded, he did not rclax bis hold on tke
boy’s hand.

** 1 won't say 1’m not sorry to hear this, Hugh,’ he sud,
when his son had finished his story. *‘It gricves me very
much to know that you were so weak  But I am sure jo3
have Icarned a lesson, and will know how to resist tempta-
tion in the future. You see, when we decided to send yos
to zollepe, teady money wasn , and T was ohligedto
morigage the fzrm to Raymond for four hundred dollams.
When I took that trip to E~——in February, part of my
basiness was to pay the szcornd note, which fell due at thu
time ; and of course when I lost the money in the envelope
there wasno help for it but to send Raymond the money 1 -}
had raised by the sale of old Bet and the colt, and whieh | -
had laid aside for the ocufist. I had no rere stock that i
could x21, and would wot borrow, for I dared not go any
deeper into debt while my health was 2o poor, It has takes
a1l our ingenuity to nicet the payments on the wartgage and
l{; k:‘::;')'yon going. I wish 1 bad told youall this befai.,

*Ob, if you only had1” exclaimed the boy. ** It almost
maddens me to think that through my culpable weakoen

u have been kept in darkness pearly five long mocths

at we must dtl:::ﬁ no longer. To-morrowr we willgo to E
~— and you s ;]ﬂ:cc yourself iromediately under treat
weat Yoo cap sti)l see 3 little, father?®

* No,” was the reply, titered in a sad tone, **ail is quile
dark fiow, Hugh.”



