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70 TEACHERS.

As we intimated last week, we are sending thoe
JouRxaAL to every teacher in this Province whose
address we have been enabled to secure.  This en-
tails a heavy expense, as the issue is large, amount-
ing to 1500 copies. 'The number of teachers who
have subscribed is large; but we are not satisfled
with this. The sinnll price asked for the JouryaL
should bo the meuws of placing it in the hands of
every teacher in the Province, We nsk, then, those
teachers who are receiving the paper to notify us
of their intention to have the paper sent perma-
nently to their address. In u few cases we are
mailing copies nddressed to *teacher.” Will
those who receive them st once inform us of the
proper address and have their usmes enrolled as
bona fide subscribers. If postage stamps must be
sent in payment of subscriptions try, if' poesible, to
send one cent stamps,  Inall cases give the name

.. of the county. Our friends who read this will also
confer a favor by informing us of the schools that
may be vacunt in their ncighborhood, with any
changes of address of teachers that have occurred
since the openiug of the presentterm. 1tisbetter,
us we have before advised, for two teachers, or for
the teacher and the trustees of a district to join
tog=ther in remitting a double subscription—one
dollar—which can be easily and safely sent in a
registered letter.

TALK WITH TEACHERS.

A correspondent writes: “ 1 find Tue Jounxan
an cxcellent paper, and hupe soon to send an

THE TEACHI.G PROFESSION.

BY J, V. ELLIS, M. P, P,

——

{Read beforo the Educational Institute, June 25th. ]

Requests made to mo orally and by letter, that I
would occupy six minutes of time in an address
before you was, no doubt, an intimation that fora
longer period you would not be interested. How.
ever, the short notice given me by your committes
that I was wanted for six minutes will have the
desired effect. I have not had time to propare any-
thing longer than a six minutea’ paper; ard the
readiest fluency would not justify speech, without
thought, in such a body as this is.

In my memory there is recollection of reports
which I have read of discussions either here or in
the county inst’*utes, in which teachers labori-
ously wrestled with the question how their status—
weaning by that all that the word implies—could
be advanced. It seemed to me a somewhat amusing,
and not wholly wise, proceeding. Ataconvention
of editors the prevailing idea would bo that the
greatest men on earth had assembled, and their
proverbial poverty in worldly lucre would never
affect the high value they place upon themselves,
1 have attended conventions of medical men when
the prevailing scatiment scemed to be one of pity
for the remainder of the human rece; and in a
clerical convention there is slways one leading
idea, that is that the saints are taking counsl to-
gether, and thatall that there is of earth rightfully
belongs to them. Why, then, do not teachers on
this matter of their status act instead of talk; as-
sume, instead of complsin or lament. ‘Toassert or
to confess that their soclal standing, their rank or
station is not as good as that of all other pérsons in
the community is an admission of inferiority. In
America there is no distinction of rank or station,
One man is as good as another, but the other man

article to it, if it would be acceptable.”

{It would be acceptable. Short articles on
school work, cr on any subject that will be of in- 2
terest and profit to teachers, will be gladly re-
ceived, ]

Aunother teacher, whom we have not the pleasure
of knowing personally, seays: “‘I cannot see how
any of our teachers, who wxpect to become good
ones, cav be remiss in subscribing.”

[Excellent advice, whivh should be acted upen
without delay by all live teachers. ]

Our teachers should read. Iustead of spending
time in fretting or worrying, they should read,
study, think. First of al}, they should read a goed
live educational paper, such as Tue JovaxaL is,
and expects to be.  Next they should patronize
the local paper. 1If a dnily, so much the hetter,
The daily or weekly newspaper is the history of
the world for the day or week that is just passed.
Then. if possiole, take such periodicals as the |
Centuery, Hirper, or Science, each of which is sure |
to contain articles on education and kindred topics
that will enable teachers to keep fully abreast of
the times.

I know of nothing wore nelpful to u teacher in
ber work than a well conducted educatiéhal jour.
nal.  Such journals are filled with the best'thought
of the ablest and most learned, s well as the most
vractieal teachers in the land. No tescher can
read them without deriving from them a great
amount Hf just the kind of information she needs
to help hier in her work, and I cannot understand
how any teacher cau consent to doprive hersclf of
such invaluable assistance. I believe that no other
vity cun make a better showing in regard to this
matter of professional reading than ours, as there
arc only two teachers in our entixe corps who do
not enbseribe for and read at least one educentional
journal, and most of tho teachers rend more than

-—Izdzmrzl.b‘ Neely, Supt, St. Joscph Schools.

, may contest or deny the fact if the first mud s
! doubtful about it. In this age and over all this
broad continent men of learnivg and intellect are

the great kings of thought, and they wesr their,

crowns if they maufally place them on their own
heads by the royai right that they are entitled. If

* they are entitled, and come forwvard boldly to take

their seats on their thrones, who disputes with, or
questions them? On the contrary there is disposi-

, tion everywhere to nmy tribute to well-deserved

merit, and to bestrw honors where honors are
worthily won. Too often, indeed, are they be-
stowed upon some persistent seeker, even when not
worthily won. There is better authority than
mine for the statement that by teking thought of
his stature man can add nothing to it. Apply the
idea in this to tke stature of man in his society or
sucial conditions. In fact, T do not think itis
wise or neceseary to admit that there is any pre-

' fession, trade or calling in this country in any way

inferior to any other. I have often observed that
in the Tnited 8tates there is an almost entire
absence of anything of this kind. Enter any con-
vention or representative Lody, nod you will find
there the predominant feeling that that body is the
particular one for which the world was created and
the harmony of the spheres established. There
may be something of selfishness in this, but it is
an exhibition of magnificent self-reliance and inde-
pendence.  In your profession tho nblest men and
women have, 1 beliove, the highest confidence and
esteem which the communities in which they live
can bestow upon them.,  Every position which
tacy can takc, not incompatible with thelr profes-
slonal work, is as frec to them astoothers, What
more is there? .

Doubtless there is o difficulty of a prctical
nature on one point, which may seem to some to be
tho whole matter, and that is the difficalty of getting
the people tounderstand the importance of properdy,
payin teachers. In school .districts where ths:

‘Trustoes are chosen becauss their chief qualification
is that they arc olose and niggardly, the ‘podple -
will very likely look with a f akin to con.
tempt upon a profession which dogs not condemn
i%s meanness, and which oven ministers to it, by
consent. How can this e remedied?  Is not the
raitedy witk vourselves? I do rot recommend
eithor baycotts or atrikes, but I think that teachers .
shoula .laco on their services a valug below whicgh.
no one of them should work. The Erovince fixes
a rate of allowanco for toacbers according to thefr,
<less, and there might be a professicnal under- |
stauding which would have theforco of agreament
that xo teacher should take up theburden of work
acless than soms agreed upon advance on this
sllowance. To enforce any ruls of this nature,
your teschers must be competent, and there must
be harmony and umsmmity among you. ‘Ifed

but substanhallg, nevertl\cle..s This i is pecause of
that necessity which, seemingly, has no law. The
pecple think their representatives in the Legisha-

ture are applying the public money to o;hor pur-
poses. Thero is, therofore, the greater nc~essity,
why you should force upon them kuncwledge f the
fact that they must provide liberally, out of their
private means, for ths teacher who tskes upon
himself the burden of instructing the young, who,

in time, are to come into the possession of the-
public property and wealth thus created 'for them.

This kuowledge should be put before the people
in the more practical way, by a kind of object lw
son, in which the payment of good salaries shon?d
boenforced. The public money is now belng tsed’
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for works which, it is alleged, must havea great

effect in advancing the wutual eondif.io of tho |

people, particularly in rural districts, I shisis
the result, the people must notbe allowed to plead |
poverty as a reason for not properly remunerating
tedchers, And it shoald be your case not to allow
them. You have & profession of which, many flns
ead even eloguent things might be said, in-the way
ofsentiment, but ar it is an. indispeussble profes.
si6n, it is not necessary in ordor to sdvance its in-
tefests, to ¢’k scotiment. In fact I bullevo that ™
the people everywhere will dowhat is right if they
are shown what is nght. You are entitled to re-
coive the just reward of a haborious life. Do your
duty to yourselves, and the people will be com-
pelled to do their duty to you.
I do not know thet I have occupied six minu

but I bave opened up a subject that will take more

than six minutes to settle

Probably the fmcbmg profesgion may.ieel the
eifects of ¢ ,ver-crowding,” a phrase which is now
comman as regards many professions.. Bug,_if
there is “over-crowding,” it is sn-evil which aug-,
gests that there may be mauy who are incompetent
Devise some scheme by which the innompetent
shall be competitors with you and agai:isﬁ you no
longer, and you will have done much to give your
profession standing. No matter how much we
may object’ to the ordinary “ stpike ™ we toust
sympathize Wwith overy movement whose clear
object is {o purify and elevate o nobla céll!zig - -

TEACHERS' Y INSTIZUZE, . .

Westmorland Couuty Teachers' Inshtn{e
meet in Herporial Hall, at Sackvilfe; on Thiteds 2y, -

.

[\

16th Sept. A public meeting will ba hela i“*'

ghie evening in Oulton Hell, Tho' CKLI Biipg

tendent of Rducation and several oi ﬁxq, l&}cu};y ot .

Mt. Allisop_ Goltege, ml! spesk. ~ An exhibit, ,Qf
tasnusl work from the sehpol of the. county ; willbe

beld. Teechors-aro invited to contribute collse

tions of objects uged in iilustrating.lessous, and
samples of apparatus snd coatrivances designed or

3nvented by eachers. Pmm will be- glm for;tho
 best mnnnalv_jor_k. Ll s oL



