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The Misîionary and S. S. Record.
MONTREAL, DECEMBER, 1853.

Explanatory of oni Position,

Some of our correspondents hava

instituted comparisens betveen the

Record and other publications of a sim-
ilar character, issued by benevolent

associations in the United States. It

is to the honor of that country that se

many excellent publications are sus.

tained, and even widely circulated.

The Societies are enabled to reduce
the price, because of the quantity

taken. But, after ail, to Canadian

readeris, they do net give, for 20 cenits,

as much reading matter as we do for

that amount. There is one very use.

fui monthly for cbildren, issued frorn

New Yorkc and Boston, at 10 cents,

when 10 copias are taken-to this 3

cents must be added for American

postage, and 10 cents for Canadian

postage, making 23 cents. Others

corne much higher te Canada sub-

scribers, with very little, if any more

reading, than is contained in the Re-
cord. To this we must add that a goed

deal of what wve find in Arnerican

papers is net suited to our free insti-

tutions ; and, in many, the Most wvideiy

circulated, there are political allusions

and references net u.t ail likely to profit

our young people. We state these

viewvs flot invidiously. American edi-

tors rnay be supposed to kno% vhat suitý

their own market, but ive alse tnink
we knoiv what wvill be useful in Can-

ada. As tu cost or outlay, give te the

Record a circulation ef *20,000 or

30,000, and we shall then either re-

duc@ the price, or increase the quantity

of raatter given. The Record is new

Is. per annum, without postage. Dear
reader, aiond in your iiame, or send
foiward your list.

The Close of the «Y.ar.
Aithougrh a month must elapse be.

tween the tisne of our writing and the
end of the year, we cannot alIow the
hast number of the currenh volume.,te
go.to press wvithout a few special wvords
te our readers in general, and a fewv re-
marks te some classes in particular.
To ail, the r4pid fiight of time is a
subjeet of serieus import. The thing
itself is God's gifi, as lire, the life of
man proceeds from the eternal Author

'of ail that is. But the Il rne is short"
-the year roîls round-we are travel.
ling te the grave. At such a tirne as
this, %%vo ougyht surely te ask ourseives
wvhether the past year has been well
spent. Examination of ourselves is a
duty-and, as the merchant should
carerully inspect his books that he rnay
know the condition of his affairs, so,

should we inspect our hearts, and take
a retrespectivo view of our course.
There will be feund many things over
wvhich we may mourn and lament-
perhaps a painful conscieusness of de.
fectiveness in the performance of our

best deeds may lI the heart ; and, for
every sin, as for ail sinners, there ie no
pardon but through the merite of Jesus
Christ, wvho, gave himself fer us, that
ho might redeern us from ail iniquity,
and purify unto himself a peculiar
people, zeal'ous of good works. To
this Savior, let us fly for refuge, and
pray for grace te keep us frem the
power of evil and temptatien.

We earneetly solicit the attention
of our readers te the cause of Missions

and Sabbath Schools. Perhaps you
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