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in idleness.” < f can teaches,” said a third little
creaturo ; **if you tell us wo are to be here at nine
o'clock, and wo loiter about and do not get here,
till ten—that is idleness.” Several of my young
ones werersilent; und [ asked if any one had any
thing elve tosay. * Ye=, ma'am,” replied an eldor
girl, 1 know that what my echooi-fellows have
said is idieness, is so: but there is nuothor kind be-
side that. Wae know that we aro to be up early in
the morning, to pray for a blessing on the instruc-
tions wo are to receivo; to ask a hlessing. also, on
our minister and our school; to read a chnp(er in
the holy bible, aud to he in time for prayer with our
teachers; but if we waste the saered morning in bed,
and do nout rivg at a proper timre—that is idiencss.”
When this answer was finished, each one svomed
to say, ¢ Verly I am guilty m thisthing.® 1 pauvsed
for a minute, and then delivered the hook into the
hande of the last mentioned girl, for she, [ consider-
od, had answered the best,
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EXTEMPORE PREACHING.

Many persous make exiempore proaching more
focimidable than it really is by attompting great
things. Truth, simplicity, and good seuse, are the
thiogs to which attebtion should be mainly paid.
It was the s~ying of a truly great man, that all he
ook cars to do was_to spouk sense. Great plain-
nees of speech is what is most suitable 10 Nivine
truths.  ** Exeelloncy of speech,” makes the gos-
pel of woue ofect. What ploases a refined taste
generally withdeaws the attention from the bearing
sud n,pplicalion of what is deliverrd. In order to
lie plain, there is no neccssity for heing grovelliug

velger, or incehereut and desultory, These
avile should by all meaus be avoided. Simplieity,
chustenoss, correct ideas, and regular connexion,
shoald always go together. The true groatness of
® sermon cousists in its being calculated to answer
the great end, tho salvation of sioners; and what
promates this groat end, humunly speaking. is wot
the vloquency or the elegance of the discnurve, but
the heavenly spirit with which it is delivered. The
groatest truths are often spoken in such a wuy asto
prodece uo offoct, while the plaivest and the most
simple may he rendered by the camostneas of the
prencher excoedingly impressive.

The pablished sermons of popular preachers
scarcely cver answer the stpectation~ formed of
them ; and for this raason, because they derived
their chief excelleacy from the impressive manaer
7 which they were delivered. It is not so much
what issaid, that gives it power and interest. This
spirit, when genuine, no douht proceeds from abave,
‘and it obtained by earnen meer and much holy
‘jutercourse with Heaven. It is indeed possible for
us to create a fervour of our owan, to kindle our own
“sparks. The animal spirits may be excited in a
Tigh degree by the efforts of seif and pride. A de-
#ire fur popularity may produce earnestness. The
grandeur or the awlalness of the subject mny have
an astonishing cffact on the feelimgs. But the holy
and heavenly {ervour, the iofusion of the Divine
Spirit, is very different from any thing of this kind.
It proceeds from @ eoncern for the honour of Ged,
aud {rom love te immortal souls. Itis thelove of
Christ shed ahroad in the heart, and combined, as
in him, with au bumble, compassionate, nnd hea-
venly temper of mind. 1tis a holy fire, which, in
stend of feeding, hurns up pride and self-importance,
and warms and cheers all that come within its
reach ; and from it the same fire is often lighted in
the broasts of others, the sminister boing made the
channe! of communication. Wherevcr this heaven-
ly element exists, the gospel is made successful;
sinners are brought froin darkness into light. It is
«hat very thiug, the possession of which is of far
greater cousequence than any other qualification or
cudowment. This beiag possessed, success will to
some exteat suroly emsuo: but heing wannng, all
iahours will compuratively be in vain.—Christion
Obsereer.
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From the Kingston Gazette and Religious Advecate.

fo Brewn’s memoirs of Mr. Horvey, a distin-
guished Clergyman of the Church of England, author
of Meditations, Dralogues, &c. the following anec-
doteisrelsted. Beimgonce on a journey, 2 lady who
happenod to be in the sume carringo with him was
expatiating. iu a particular manner, on the amuse-
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otherpleasures. Among other things, she said, there
was tho pluasure of thinking on the play, before she
went, tho plensure she enjuyed whilo thero, and the
pleasure ol" ruminating on itin hor bed at night.
Mr. Hervey, who sat und heard her discourse with-
wtnterrupting her, when she had concluded, said
to her, in n mild manner, that thor was one msure
more hesides what she had mootioned, wuch she
had forgot. What can that bo ! said she. for sure
I have mentioned every pleasure, when I considered
the cunjoymont before hand, atihe timo, and after-
wards. i’my, Sir, whatisit? Mr. Hervey, with
a grave look, aud in & wmanuer pecnliar, to himself,
replied, Madam, the pleasuro it will give you oun
your doath bed. A elap of Thunder, or a flash of
lightuing, would not have struck her w th inare
surprize. The stroke went to her very heart. She
had not oue word to say; but. during the rest of the
Jouruey, seemed quite occupicd in thinking upen it.
Io short, the consequence of this well-timed sen-
teuce was thut she nover after weunttothe play house:
but became a pious woman, and a foltower of those
pleasures which would afford her true satisfuction
even on a death bed!

<S4t

A Freneh writer remarks, that  the mndest de-
po.tinent of those who aro truly wive, whea con-
tensted with the assuming air of the young and 1g-
oorsat, may he compared to the differont appear-
ance of wheat, which, while its earis empty, holds
up its head proudly, but as soon st is filled with
grain, bends wodestly down, and withdraws frow
observation.”
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A Olew': vicws. From a sermon by the Rev.
‘homas Rofies, {n L. D, of Liverpool.

« And shall § be taking upun myself too mueh,
if T venture to suggest to my honoured brethren,
who may have but recently entered on the Chris-
tian ministry, or may be engaged i stddies prepa-
ratory to it, the importance of identifying them-
sclves with (he missionary cause from the com-
mencement of their public labours, and of binding
themselves to it with their ordination vow 1—for
cold, and heastless, and insipid, munt that ministry
he, vhich is animated by o spark. of missionar
fervour; and Ickabod, thriee written. may be inseri-
bed on the doors of that sepulchre of a savetuary,
from which the reissionary eunse is-honished.

For myself—so com‘)letely do I fesl it entwined
and associated with all that is eficient and refresh-
ing in my work that I sbould deproeate the least de-
cline in my fecling of attachment to it, as one of
the greatest culamities thaz eenld hofal me. To out-
live this feeling would be to outlive my usefulness:
and rather than this should happen. 1 would beg of
God to hide me in the grave. Cf this cause I must
ever sey-—1f I forgel thee, let my right homd forgret

its cunning "
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AGRICULTURAL.

From the Newo-Englond Farmer.
ON POTATOES.
Several communications an the culture of potatnes
have iately 6. iched the columns of the New-En-
gland Farmer, and, truly, few suhjects could be of
more interest to the generality of your readers, this
root having become an article of great importance
bothto the grower and to the consuner, and, as it
appears to me, will increase yet greatly in estimation
and usefuluess, by its aptitude, when of a good
quality, aud under proper management, to he work-
ad with wheatcu flour into excellent bread. Tho
attention of the farmer should be particularly dicect-
ed, in the raising of potatoes, to that choice of soil,
of manure, and manoer of cultivation, which are
most likely to procure excellency; because as it re-
lates mors particularly to the table. nothing is more
desirable than a fiue potas, and nothing so intolera-
ble as a poor one. Long experience has convinced
me, that & coul bottom is indispensible to raise a fine
potato ; hence, decp leams, which even in times of
drought will contioue to hold moisture envugh below,
to send up a cool steam 1o the surface, will in genc-
ral auswer very well ; but of all soils, the first, and
the best, is the soil of a reclaimed meadow, {abog)
druined and luid out in that cfectust way, that lge
water should ho under ~ommand, and that the sur-
fuce should, if posible, never be wet oor miry in the

ments of the Stage, as in ber osteem superior to any

svason wheo the crop is on; such soil is wure to

g a good crop of menly potatoes, and of a mild
pleasant flavour. ‘T'he coul eflluvia which continu-
ally keeps asconding from holow incroases in pro-
portivn as the surface 18 heated ; the never fatling
dew of the nights, will dofy the severest droughts,
and save au abutidauterop there, wheu the best up-
land lonms may fdil,

I have of late years hrought to culuvation, part of
a meadow. hhlcic. hefore, was covered with bushes,
and very unproducetivo: the Uepth of the mud is
from six ta twelve feet ; the topis good peat, and by
means of drains and of banking, i have now secur-
ed it against being anaoyed by water.  Lust evason
I raised therosome blue potatoes, (the seed ten years
since from Nova Scotin) and having sent a sample
of them to a respected friend of mine, who owns
lands of the same dcuomination, and contermplates to
reclaim them ;—he oxpressed himself as follows, in a
letter I received from him ;—=* I can, “om the proof
derived from the eating, pronounce the crop of your
meadow to ho of the first quality.” The season on
the meadows are shorter than on the uplanids, the soil
there is not in At situation for planting before the be-
ginning of June, and in fall the white frost comes on
sarlier. 1plasiedghe 11th of Juue, and harvested
on the 22d of September; the sarts adapted for plan-
ting on meadow ground, are thost ofa quick growth,
the Nues and the whites, and in fact, from the great
uptitude of that soil for a potatoe erop, the same
kinds will come to perfection and matnrity there,
quicker than they would upon the uplaad.

However axeollont 3 bold a Well drained meadow
soil fur the culture of potatoes. yet there is no doubt
that in very wet seasons, whebh heavy raivs tome
on in succession, the spongy s0il of o meadow, if it
is ever so well drained, taay evehtvally get drench-
ed. in which case the crop is likely to Le injured; in
such scasons, thin mplapds with gravelly hottom
may do well, which at other tites would give but
scanty crops of an inferior quality. A sail just re-
claimed from nature wijl give patatues of the hest
quality. Grass laod just broke up, will prove, ia
general, very favourable, both for quantity and qua-
lity ; the furrows should be well turned, sud thea
harrowed the same way, lightly, takiug care not to
disturb the swarth, which wiil ferment, and he the

{ bast dressing for-that crop. Grounils which are si-

tuated near large cities, aund have heen long and
heavily enriched with dung, will yield great:crops;
but seldom of a gaed guality.

Respecting the most prape: lime fot planting a ge-
neral crop imtended for the winter consumption, I
conceive that itis the first days of June, ib suel
manner that it may come to ripeness abuut the time
in the fall when the fisats frosts take place, and.agt
sooner, If pctatoes ripsp sooner, they have 10 luy
in the hot gtound, or i¥ dug, they have to gn dowtn
warm, into . warm ¢ellar, which isvariably will
injure their guality, abd occesionnlly may set them
to ferment and decay. I think it favourable for the
gquality of thut reot to have the frast pass over the
ground, before they aré taken out, that thay may
get perfectly rzoo before thoy are vellared ; from
this general rule for the time of plintihg, the Lo:g
Red should be eéxcepted; as its growth is mev
slower than any other, it vequims the whole length
of our seasons to atain u Tull ripeness, without.
which the quality will not wequire its wonted Lxce]-
lence, and the ends will remuin watery. ‘The
should be planted as soon as they may.be likely not
to suffer from the frost.

The choice of the best seed 1 consiter to be indis-
pensahle for a govd crop; small potatoes are tote)-
ly unfit for the purpose, the or germs, whick are
to Le the principle of life for the fieto crop, beiug #s it
were, but half born, dwarfish, weaklv and unripe ;
by a careful attention to select th: handsomest and
best potatoes for seed, I have foued mf sorts to im-

rove. and to run, not ouly but gradually into greater
porfection. The largest potatoes it will answer well
to cul, provided not less than three oyes are left on
each piece, aud threa such pieces will be a sufficient
stock for a hill. T have tried to plant whols poia-
toes of the largest size; the produce were all large,
and but few in the hills, which T eonceive is not de-
sirahle; the largesc petatoes of every kind 1 am ac-
quainted with, (the Lemg Red excepted) aro apt te
be hollow in the middle, and thia itis difﬁcuft 10
ot them builed to the ventre withont over doing the
outside ; thio Lomg Reds ave exempt, by the peculi-
#rity of their shape, from getting injtred in .hat

way, and 1 never knew them 10: 36 hibllow.



