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@he Jonrnal of Bgrienlture for Pobu Scofin,

Many of onr readers will recolluet
hiaving scon fine specimens of tho compa-
ratively new fomge plang, Courrgy, ut
the Provincinl Exhibition, For their
information we tako the liberty to print
the following nots reevived frum Major
DeBalinhawd, alung with an article from
the Ligby Courier :—

Diasy, Sept. 9th, 1879,

Sm,~A couple of yours ago X vbtained
from Lugland o few roots of the new
fodder plant, Cuaucasian Comyrey, about
which several articles appeared in nearly
all the papers in England, America, amd
the Dominion of Camada, I received
mine at samo time and per samo steamer
as the partics in tho United States re
ceived thelrs. It is known as the sulid
stem variety, in contradistinction to the
olid Comfrey, which has a hollow stem,
and was the first introduced into the
States some five or six years ago, but
since which time, caltivation by some of
the first growers in Lngland bas bronght
to its present standing as a solid stem
phint, thereby incressing its valuo for
fulder, I send a fow plants for you to
sve, the top or crown plants and the ordi-
naey ot cuttings.

I am, &ec.,
J. A. C. DeBauinuarp.

P. 8.—The present length of leaf of
fodder planted in flower pot 1st of August,
14 inches long, 4 inches wide ; planted
in the open fleld, 19 inches long, 6 wide
or broad. Planted in flower pot, 1st
September, 54x23. Tho Hower of this
plant or shrub is in racemes, of a bell
shape, from blue to purple, and bloows
for two mouths or more,

J. A. C. DeB.

Why do not our fanmers plant the
new fodder, Prickley Comfroy? The
cust is cheap, and it has yivlded the lea-
viest returns of any fodder plant, requir-
ing less wanure and less cultivation than
corn.  Once plantad it will continue for
twenty years or more. It is a decply
rooted plant, indepemlent of weather or
climate, for in the dryest and hottest
seasons it will afford severa] heavy cut-
tings, when all other vegetation is citlier
burnt up or at a stand-still. It also
comes in earlier than any other crop, and
Lists Ionger, continuing to affurd fodder
until December. This year it yiclded at
the rate of twenty tons to the acre before
tho middle of June. Tho roots may be
sub-divided, and planted at all seasons of
tho ycar, except in frosty weather. It
i3 most readily propagated by plucing
oot cuttings under two or threo inches
of good earth, covered by a few inches of
manure.  In a few days the cuttings will
throw out a quantity of hbrous roots and
small leaves, when they may bo set out
the same as putatoes, 1 Inlls, and if the
ground is meist and warm the plants
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will appear in a few days. Keep tho
plints freo from weeds while young, 1f
planted in early spring sevenl cuttings
mny bo obtiined the fivst year, as it
should bo eut ut least every two mouths.
1t cannod bu propagated in this climate
from sced, as not ono in a thousand
will germinate ; but, alter the first your,
tho roots nuy be sub-livided und planted
ugin.  Comfrey culturo js simple: the
ground is cither forked or ploughed six
or eight inches deep, and munuied samo
a8 for potutues, planted three feet apurt
ench wuy,  When once the plant is estab-
lished very little oxpense is nceded, as
manuring is all that is requived, oncs in
two or three years, acconding to tho soil,
1t can be dried the samo s corn leaves,
laying in bundles. 1t ought not to
bu ullowed to flower when nceded for
fudider ; the leaves when dried keep well
for forge in winter, and are excellent
food for all kinds of stuck,

It can be cured as green fodder in any
weather, wét or dry, by rauning it
through a hay cutter and filling into
barrels or pits a foot of Cowfrey, then
two inches of chopped straw, keeping it
from the air until wanted for use.

The juice of the Cowmfrey is a thick
guw and mucilage, containing very littlo
sugar, and is unlike most of our roots
and corn, yet it is muck of the same
chemicul composition as sugar. Acted
upon chemically, the gum i3 changed
into sugar, and this change oscurs in the
mouths and stomachs of aninals eating
it, making it a wost healthy food. It is
deuretic, hence it prevents fever, and
cattle fed upon it are fres from the rav-
ages of lung, foot and movth diseases, and
aro strougly fortified against infection.
Its curative propeities have long been
kuown., Many who have used Comfrey
fur years say they get better and richer
milk frum their cows, and a higher price
for their butter. Lhe same may be xxid
as regrards beef cattle fed upon it. They
ars in a more healthy condition, being
exenpt froms the usual Jdiseases of their
kind ; hence its adaptability to present
circumstances.  Stock raising is now bhe-
cuming so profitable to the farmer, and
the facilities for sending all ho cun rise
to an English market, renders this plant
a great acquisition. A gentleman raising
this fudder in une of vur counties writes :
“1tind that cach cutting is capable of
being divided indefinitely, and the plant
can bo propagated readily.  With high
enltivation it will yield an imniense
quantity of fodder, as a neighbour of
mine has this spring mised from one
plant, vbtained from oue stock, twenty
pounds ot fodder, covering an area of two
feet. I have a very high opinion of itas
a forage plant. My aninmls eat it with
avidity, and are kept up all the time, and
1 find the manure extry moro than pays

|

the Inbor of attendance. I am therefore
preparing to inereaso my plantation,” ete.

This spenks for itself In Junc a
furmer planted o 1ot of Comtrey in the
same suil a8 used for tomatoes,  In threo
months ib wus measured wul had grown
to the enormous size of thvee and a-half
feet in height, soventeon und nhalf fect
in circumference, ouch leaf weighing one
ounee.  Lhis is with high cultivation.

Again, this spring, without manuring
Jast year, ho raised at the mie of twunty
tons to the acye, the same us the gendle-
man above refurted to. Why do not
somo of vur furmers try this plaut? Tho
Euglish feld, the Awevican Country
Gentleman, the Genessco Furmer, and
many of the Canadinn papers have spoken
of this plant and in all cuses its envrmous
yield of fudder has been well testified to,
but being u new thing people seem to bo
chary of testing its qualities, yet it is
cheap, and reguises vesy littlo trouble to
cultivate,

WE have received from the offico, 37
Park Ruw, New York, a fow numbers of
a new publication, issued at $2.00 a year,
under the title of “ Laxp axp Houe” 1t
gives carnest of good thinge. Dr E.
Lowis Sturtevant shows how to grow 100
bushels of corn per acre.  'We should Lo
sorty 10 sce any of our yeaders in Novs
Scotin try to do it, as we can raise more
profitable crops ; but the article may Lo
read with profit by all notwithstanding.
Dr. 8. shows that deep ploughing, so
universally recommended, is a delusion
in America, that it is an ountcome of
denss population and “intensive” cul-
ture. Corn is a shallow feeder, its roots
also go deep ; they grow most rapidly in
a temperature of 96° to 100°; they con-
sist of & mass of fine rootlets near the
surface, the ¢ feeders;’ and otherg, coarser
ones, running straight down, the “ drink-
ers.”  Put some superphosphele on
few plants, and note how, after a short
time, the feeders have increased. Dr
Sturtevant’s experiments result practically
thus: “the nearer the surface the richer
the soil;” at or near the surface is the
“feeding ground” of the pleat. By
shallow ploughing woe put the mcher sur-
fiace soil into the position wherc the heat
of tho sun can stimulate the youte the
most toward feeding upon the plant nutri-
ment contained therein.  The same rea-
soning tells us that the land requires
deep pulverisation so that other roots
can pass downwand, and thus securo the
srop o supply of water during droughts.
Another reuson,—rains in smmmer pene-
trate only a few inches; plaut food re-
quires water for its solution; the upper
Jayer receives the water tho most times,
and thus the manurial substances in it
have the hest opportunity of being dis-
solved and made available for absorption



