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inysterious influenice is telt everyvhere: it wvill leave somne blank pages for

truthis flot yet clearly apprehended ; it will take the Christian religion out of

ail technical bondage, and assert the inajesty of its power in tlue inidst of al

the varied Iighits and shadows that flit across flic stage of humanity.

To expect the proportionate development of these great truths iii the

WVestniinster Confession of Faith, would be to expect an utter inipossibility.

Sorne of thenu are there, withouit doubt, but not in due perspective. WXe
have no ivishi to deny the dynainic view which the Confession presents of the

divine governrnent, but we think the moral one miore just and powerful.

God is still Sovereign, but He is Father too. WVe recognize everywhere the

principle of selection or clection, but we prefer to view it fromn thc anthropo-

logical standpoint, belicving that in a certain sense nuan rnay lie truly said to

Velect hiniseif. W'eare flot blind to the perils of Ultrarnontanisni, but the
complacent exegesis whichi confines the Antichrist to the Cliurchi of Rome,
and thus lets ail Protestants mbt a self-rigliteous Paradise, scarcely satisties
us. The desire for a sinîpler crecd does not neccssarily mecan that Preshy-

terians love Calvinisin lcss, but it does meant that they love Christianity

miore ; and I do not sec how that church or any other cani be wveakened by
putting Christianity, according to Calvin, on a lower p)lane than Chiristianity

according to Christ. It cannet be a bad sign that thc religious thoughit of

this ae is briniging into greater l)ronuinence the doctrine of that disciple w~ho

leaned on Jesus' breast, with whose letters tlic canon of revelation closes, and
is thus rrnîinding us that the final word of Christianity is Love.

I believe that the Presbyterian Church is quite able to franue a sinli-

.,fled creed, and to use it properly. W'e iway feî ini Canada as elsewhYlere ilhat
this is a transitional period in flue religious world, and for a littie while the

mnere iconoclast may sccrn to win the day. But if '«the highier criticism " is

destructive, the highcest criticisin is constructive; and 1 arn persuaded thiat

the present controversies will only serve to confirm us in the essential princi-

pies of the faithi once delivered to the saints, wvill increase our love for the
Icharacter and mnission of Christ and for the wholc brotherhood of ni, will

widen our horizon of religious truth, and inmpart to ail flic churches a more

intelligent understanding and a fuller appreciation of the mianifold wisdon of

God.
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