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HOME AND SCHOOL.

What Does it Matter?

It mattera little where 1 was born
O11f my parents be rich or poot ,
Whether they shrauk at the cold world’s
scorn.
O1 walked in the pride of wealth, sccute
But whether | hive an honest man,
And hold my integnty iim iy cluteh,
1 tell you brother, plain as I can,
It matters much’

1t matters little how long 1 sty

In a world of sorrow, =, uud enre,
Whether in youth I am called away,

Or live tilf my bones and pato are bare ;
But whether I do the best I can

To soften the weight of adversity’s touch
On the faded cheek of my fellow-man,

It matters much !

It matters little where be my grave,
Or on the land, or on the sea :
By purling brook. or ‘neath the wave,
It matters little or nanght to me.
But whether the angel death comes down
And marks my brow with hisloving touch,
As one that shall wear the victor’s crown,
It matters much !

——

LESSON NOTES.
SECOND QUARTER.

STUDIES IN THE ACTB OF THE APOSTLES.
A.D. 37-89.] LESSON IV. [April 22.
SAUL PREACHING CHRIST.

Acts 9. 1831, Comnit to memory verses 20-22.

GoLpeN TEXT.

He which persecuted us in times past, now
prelﬂxeth the faith which once ho destroyed.
—Gal. 1. 23.

CextrAL TRUTH.

The young Christian increases in strength
by study, by communion with Goed, by Chris-
tian work, and by trials of his faith.

TiME. — From midsummer, A D. 87, to the
autumn of A.D. 39. Paul’s visit to Jerusalem
was probably about September, A. D. 39.

PLACES.— Damascus, Arabis, Jerusalem,
Cilicia.

PAUL was thirty-five to thirty-seven years

of age.

RuLzsa,—Caligula, emperor of Rome.
Marcellus, governor of Judea, appointed A. D.
88. Herod Antipss, governor of Calilee
(41-48), deposed A.D. 39. Aretas, king of
Arabia, Petres, and now including Damascus,

C1acuMsTANCES, —This lesson follows close
upon the last lesson, aud gives a brief history
of the first three years of Paul's life ad a
Christian.

HeLes over Haap Puaces.—19. Received
meat—After his three days’ fast. Certain
days—Paul preached a short time in Damas-
cus, then he went for some time into Arabia
(Gal. 1. 17, 18) for study and communion
with God, preparatory to his great work.
Then he returned again to Damascus. 23.
After mang days— his includes the time
from his couversion to his visit to Jerusalem,
three years (Gal 1. 18), i.e., parts of three
different civil years. (See Timk ) 26. They
swers all afraid of him—It was three years
since his conversion, They probably had
only heard vague rumours of the great event,
and they feared it might be a trick of the

t persecutor to get iuto their confidence
sud betray them. 27. Bu¢ Barrabas—Who
being from Cyprus, near Tarsus, probably
kuew Saul personaily. 80. Cesarea—A large
soaport of the Moditerranean, wxty miles
north-west of Jerusalem. 81. Re—From
persecution, not from religious activity.
difisd—Built up as & temple, (1) in charac-
ter, (2) in numbers. Fear of the Lord—
Reverent fear, as subjects of his kingdom.

SypiEcTs YoR SPECIAL RErorts.—Baul's
stay at Damascus, —His retirement to Arabia.
—éh increase in strength. —Why persecuted.
—His visit to Jerusalem.—Why they were
afraid of him thers.—Rest of the Churches.
—Fdified. —Fear of the Lord.—Comfort of
the Holy Ghost.

QUESTIONR

1NTRODUCUORY.— Over how much time
doon this lesson extend? Who wers the
rulers of the world ! _Give s brief account of
Paul's conversion ! When and where was it !
How old was Paul at this time }

Susyzot : Tar Youre Coxverr.

1. BaoiNxiNe 70 WORK ror CHRIST (v
10-31).—How long had faul been withont
fool?  How was his body ftted for work !
1ould we sver take caro of the body as the
justrument «f the soult How long did 8aul
yemain at D1 cesousat this time ! What was

he doing ¥ What did he preach t Does apeah-
ing to others about our Saviour strengthen
us in the Gospel ¢ What did the people
think of Paul? Was the change a proot of
divine power t In what way can young
Chuistiaus work for Chiist !

2, INCREARING IN STRENGTH (ve. 22, 23\,
—After & short time where did Puul go!
(Gal. 1, 17),  Whete m Arabiat How loug
did he remumt What was the putpose of
this retivement ¢ In what ways would it
prepare b for his future work 1 Are sea-
son~ of retirement for study aud, comuunion
with Giod necessary for all Christians 1 What
was the effect of Saul's preaching and re-
tuement upon himself? In what dild he
increase ! To what place did he returnf
(Gal. 1. 17.) How long a time does ** many
days” include t (Gal. 1. 18).

3. ExpuriNe TriALs (vs. 23-25).—How
did the Jews receive Saul’s preaching ¢ What
did they do 1 order to get him in their
power? How did those he came to destroy
how save his life? How does he speak of
this event? (2 Cor, 11, 32, 33). Why was
this method of escape a great trisl to Saul?
How do trials increase our strength ¥ (1 Pet.
1.7. Jasx 1.2-4)

4. AT HoMg (vs. 96-30).—Where did Saul
now go? What was his object1 (Gal. 1. 18.
Acts 22, 21). Which of the apostles did he
see! (Ual. 1. 18,19). How was he received
at first! Why! Who introduced him1
How did Barnabas know 8aul?  What did he
do at Jerusalem ¢ What would make it spe-
cially hard for him to preach Christ heto!
1s it harder to spea’s of 1ehigion at home than
elsewlere? Why ! What awmde Saul leave
Jerusalem ? (v. 20. Acts 22 17-21). Where
did he go ?

5. AT REsT (v. 31).—What was the *‘rest”
the Churches now had1 Dwoes rest imply
idleness? Whatis it to be edified! How
were the Churches edified? What is it to
walk in the fear of the Lord? What is the
comfort of the Holy Ghost? What follows
when we have these two !

PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS.

1. Signs in Saul of & new heart : (1) choos-
ing Christian companions ; (2) speakiug to
others about Christ ; (3) silent communion
with Ged ; (4) coursge in taking a stand for
Christ ; (5) sutfering for Christ.

2, We are prepared for work: (1) by work-
ing; (2) b{ study and meditation; (3) by
trials ; (4) by intercourse with other Chris.
tians.

3. God saves us by human means morse
often than by miracle.

4. Rest is freedom from outward hinder-
ances, and froe joyous activity in doing good.
5. Weare huilt up: (1) by holy living;
(2) by the abiding presence of the Holy 8 irit.
6. The two needs of our Churches: (1) to
be ed.iﬁed ; (2) to be multiplied.

Review Exzroisx.  (For the whole School
in Concert).

18. What did Paul do as soon as he was
converted! ANs. He preached Christ at
Damascus. 18, Where did he go soon?
ANs. He retired to Arabia to prepare for his
great work. 20. Where is he next found !
Axs. He returned to Damascus. 21. What
befell him here? ANs. He was persecuted,
and escaped through the wall by night. 22,
Where did he then go! Ane, He went to
Jerusalem to counsel with the aposties.

A.D. 89, 40} LESSON V. [April 29.
PETEE WORKING MIRACLES.
Acts 9. 38-48. Commit to memory verses 32-85.
GoLpEx TEXT.

Jesus Christ maketh thee whole.—Acts 0.
84.

CenTRAL TRUTH.

Pure religion and undefiled before God and
the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and
widows in their afiliction, and to keep himself
unspotted from the world,

iuE,—A.D. 89, 40. Soon after Paul's
visit to Jerusalem in our last lesson.

PLace.—Lydda, & city in Judea twenty-
five miles north-west of Judea ; and Joppa,
ten miles further to the morth-west, on the
Mediterranean.

PauL, st Tarsus, aged thirty-cight.

RuLeus.—Caligula, emperor of Rome (4).
Marcelluy, governor of Judes. Great eom-
motions at Jerusalem on account of an at.
temgt by Caligula to put & status of himself
in the temple,

CIRcUMSTANCES,—The Churches now had
rest from ]iemcution. the Jews having too
many troubles of their own to attend to. So
that Peter was able to leave Jerusslem for &
short visit among the Churches which had

been formed in various parte those sosb-
wered by the parescution. - o

Hene over Hann Praces — 32 Lydda —
A ety of good size 1n noth-west Judea, 33
ept fus bed eight years—Showing the dithi
culty of curing ham. Palsy—Paralvis 30
Saron—Sharon, the fertile and beautiful plamn
in which Lydda wus situated 36 Joppo -
A large seaport city, now Jaffa.  Here Jounh
embarked when told to go to Nmeveh, 7'
bitha—Aramaic (1.e., the comnon Languaye
of the people) for Dorens, which 1 Gieek
Both names mean **a gazelle,” the symbol of

beauty 37, In those duya—While Poter aas
at Lydda 88, Nwh to Joppe— Alout ten
miles. 40. Peter put thew all forth- That he

might be alone in prayer.

SUBILCTS FOR SpEciat REPoR(s.—-Peter's
cireuit mmong the Churches, — Sants. —
Lydda. —-JO{)‘H\ —Doteas. Her work among
the poor.—Woman's work i the Church.

QUESTIUNS,

INTRODUCTORY. — Aliout whom was vur last
lesson? Whom did he visit1 Where was
Paul at the tune vl our present lesson ¥ How
old was he ?

Susyect : CHRISTIAN Goon WoRKS,

1. A1p aAND CoMForT To OtHER CHRIs.
F1ANS (v, 32) —What was the state of things
in Judea at this time? (v. 31). Where had
Churches been formed? By whom? (Acts
8. 1, 4, 5, 26, 49). How long was it now
since Christ's death and resunection 1 What
did Peter do during the penrod of rest from

ersecution 1 What cities did he visit ¥ How
ong was he gonel (v. 48). What was the
object of this visit ! What goul does it do
for the members of one Church to visit other
Churches? What can we do for our Christian
companions and friends !

2. AID TO THE SUFFERING (va. 83-35). —
What suffering man did Peter find 1 Should
we seek out cases of need, or only wait till
they come to us? How inug had this man
been sick? Why is the time mentioned !
What is the palsy? Who cured the man?
‘What are we taught by Peter's giving all the
honour to Christ where it belongedt Why
is the hesling called a making whole 7 How
does curing us of sin make us whole? What
was the effect of this miracle? Why had it
such an effectt  Does Christianity still help
and heal men? In what ways? Are we
Christians if we do not strive to help the
suffering ?

8. WoMAN'S WoRK IN THE CHURCH (va.
86.48).—Where are Lydda and Joppa t  Des-
cribe them?! What good woman lived at
Joppa?! What had she done? What hap-
pened to her? Why does God let sucii good
m’ople die? Whom did her friends send for ¢

hat did Peter find on coming to the house 1
Could Doreas have left a better memorial of
her life! What does the Bible say of true
religion? (James 1. 27). What can Chris-
tian women do now for Christ? What are
they doing for missions? What among the
poor? What in visiting the sick 1 What in
Qsthering children into the Sabbath.sc’iool?

hat in teaching? What other work can
they do in the Church! What did Peter uo
for Dorcas! Why did he send the friends
out of the room? When your pastor visits
the sick at your house do you let him talk
and pray with them alone ! Was it & blessing
to be reatored to lifet What was the effect
of this in Joppat Did all here and in Lydda
(v. 85) become true Christians?

PRACTICAL BUGGESTIONS.

1. All true Christisns are saints, i e., holy,
consecrated.

2. We should seek for opportunities to do

8. 'Co be cured of sin is to be made whole
in soul, complete in spiritual health.

4. Give Jesus the glory of all the good
deeds He does through us,

6. Dorcas is a model for women in the
Churcvl;;s. N

6. Women have a t and gloriout work
in the Church. et &

7. The best monument we can leave is in
the good deeds to Christ's poor and suffering
ones.

Revizw Exexcise.  (Yor the whole 8chool
in Congert),

1. Where did Peter go after Paul had left
Jerusalem? Axs, Hs went on a visit to the
Churches? 2. Name two of the cities he
visited ! Axs, Lydda and Joppa. 3. What
did he do at Lyddat .\Ans. He healed Eneas,
who had been sick of the palsy for sight years,
4. What did he do at Joppat Axns. He
raised Doroas to lifa, 8, What kind of a
woman was Dorcas? ANa, Bhe was full of
good works and almsdoeds which she did?
8. By whose powar were thess misecles done?
(Rapeat the d:ldu Tazt)
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