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PLEASBANT HOTURS,
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The Bong of the Sowaer.

BoWing 10 the woinwug, SuW.ng seeds of
kindprss,
tuwiug 1a tho pouulde, and the dewy
evn;
Wwaiang {or the haivest, and the time of
roRping.
¥ o shall eosno sefuning, dringlng 1n the
aheaves.

Chorug—
Eringing in the sheaves, bringing In
the sheaves,
Wo aligll ecome rejolcing, bringiog in
the sheaves.

Sowing In tho sunshine, sawing in the
sliadows,
Foaring polther clouds nor winter's
chilling breoee,
Dy-and-hye tho harvest, and the labour
endrd,
Wa shall come rejoicing, bringing in
tho sheaves,

(ioing forth with weeping. sowing for the

Master,
Though tho loss sustalned our spirit
often grioves.,
tvhen our weeping’s over, he will bid us
welcome,

Wo shai come fujuicing, bringing in
tlio shoavoes,

LESSON NOTES.

———

SECOND QUARTER.
STUDIRS IN TOE LIFS OF AESUS,

LRESSON VIIIL.—MAY 20.
PARABLE OF THE SOWER,
Matt. 13. 1-8, 18-23. Meomory verses, 22, 28.
GOLDEN TEXT,

The sced I8 the word of God.—Luke
8. 11,

8. ~ Good ground "~ Through the care
of the husbandmen.”~lange. “ A hun-
dredfola —Not au eilraordinary yleld.
* Herodotus mentions that two hundred-
foid was & cummon return on the plain
of Batylon, and sometimes three; and
Niebubr menuuns & species of maize that
returns four hundredfold.”—Trench.

19. * The word "~ Every form of re-
velation,"—Plumptre. * The wicked one”
—Satan knows that God's word i the
blessed means of conversion and salva-
tion.”—Quesnel. * Ca’cheth away'—*It
is done in & moment; by a smile at tho
ond of a sermon; by a sllly coiticlsm at
the church door; by foollsh gossip on the
way homo. Theso aro ‘ the fowln* whom
tho evil one usos in this task,'—¥arrar,

20. " With foy receiveth it*—* Thoso
whose omotions aro touched, but whose
will and character arc unchanged. They
are movod by the winds of popular ex-
cltement or enthusiasm, dut there I8 no
new life."—Poloubot.

2, ¥ Not root'—'' Prosperous growth
must go on at once upward and down-
ward.,"—Van Oosterzos. “ ¥or a while”
—Buch enthusiasm s short-llved.

22. * Caro,” etc.~*The demands of
household, socloty, business, encroach up-
on our seasons of privato and farnily de-
votion, axcuse us from the prayer-
mooting and often from church services.”
~Clarke.

HOME RRADINGS.

M. Parablo of the sower.—Matt. 13, 1-9.
Tu. Speeking in parables,—M=stt. 18, 10-17.
W. FParable of the sower.—Matt. 18, 18-23.
Th. Wayside hearers.—Acts 14. 8-20.

F No root.—John 6. 59-66.

8. Qoud ground.—Acts 2, 87-47.

Su. Xuch frult—Jchn 15. 1-8,

. QUBSTICNS FOR HOME STUDY

1. The 8tory, v, 1-8.

For what purpose did Jesus go to the
goasjde 7 Mark 4. L

‘What compelled i to enter a ship ?
Mark 4. L

OUTLINE.

1. Too Swory. v 1-8

2. Its Explatauon. v

Time AD 28

Plara - Ry the aide of the Sea
of Gaitlee.

LESSON HELYS

1 “Qut of the bhause " —-Out
of bls own bouse in Capernaum.
"By ihe seaside " The Sea of
Qalllee, one of his favourite re-
surts fur teaching

2. " 1Into o ship'- A Qshing
vesse), pushed a little from the
ghore, 50 that he could be beard.

3. “Ip parables "— Illustrative
truth. " A sower"—Literally,
the sower. No sight was more
familiar In Galllce. Some sower
mway have scattered his seed In
tbe distauce while Christ spuke.
* Went furith ~ Tho expression
impltes that the sower, in the
dayB of our Saviour. jived fn a
hamlet or village, as all these
tarmers now do; that he did not
gow near his own house or in the
garden fenced or walled'"—
Thomson.

4, “Wayside "—The edge of
the paths that crussed the un-

18-23.

renced Palestine flelds, sud that

wera uscd by horsemen and

beasts of burden. “The fowls"—

* The pigeons and other birds that fol-
lowed the sower reaped an immediate har-
vest."—Plumptre. " As in our own corn-
fields, a flock ot boid, huogry birds watch
tho sower, and ae soon as hls back is
turted they are down with a swift-
winged swoop. and away goes the ex-
pesed gratn, —XolLaren.

6. “Stony places —Not gravelly soll,
but rock slighbtly covered with soil.

7. “Among thorus —Qround f{rom
which the thorns or brambles or wiid
brier had not been pooted out; such
growth can be foynd about the cdges of
many fleldc nowadays; the ground i8 so
cevered that graln could not grow.
> Sprang up "—"In rich soils and hot
valieys biky Gepnesaret the growth of
weedy and thorns 18 as rapld and luxuri-
apt as that of good sced."—Farrar.

wingy f“'ﬁ}e

i

The Lesson Story in Song.
*Tis in tho Bible that wo road,
A sower went forth to sow his seed;
He flung it broadcast o’er tho land,
With liberal heart and open hand.

As he sowed svme fell by the way,

On hand, colt ground, and there it lay:
And it was trodden undor foet,

And birds of the afr tho seed did eat.

Somo sced upon & rock was flung,
And very soon it upward sprung;
So little earth was where it lay,
As tho sun rose it withered away.

But other sted on good ground fell,
And sun and rain tha sced did swell;
Firm root it took: first blade, then ear,—
An hundrei fold for God did bear,

Now lot us each onie that hath an ear
Lend 1t to God and for him hear;

fn sach heart may God’s Word take root,
Tongue, hands, and feet for bim bear fruit,

Was there over a boy who didn't have
a hero? Some one -character of whom
he nevar tired of reading and thinking,
and whom he Joaged to grow like ?
Wust is it In tbis hero that he admires ?
He was brave and led armies to victori-
oua battle. But there is a bravery more
admiradle thaa that. It is the kind that
suflers undeservedly for another's fault
Or, he was generous and kind, axd helped
those weaker than himself. There fis
One who spent his whole life In doing
this, and who first taught other men to
do ft. Such high courage, such noble
self-sacrifice, such tendernees, such hero-
{sm under sufferinz the world has never
secn. All earth's greatest men since,
who have tried to follow him, have suc-
ceeded only in being feeblo imitations.
Surely, there never was a greater hero
than Jesus Christ, and thers never was
a greater mistake than the idea that to
love and worship him is weak or un-
manly—~Forward,

‘Where was his audience ¢

Where did the ‘“great .nultitudes’
come from ? Luke 8 4.

What form did Jesus® teaching assume?

What is a parable ?

From what labourer did Jeeus draw an
fllustration ?

‘What became of the wayside seed ?

What happened to that which had 1it-
tle earth ¢ .

What seed was choked in {ts growth ?

YWhat increase was there dn good
ground ?

W;hat. demand was made on the hear-
ers

What did Jesus mean by the seed 7
Golden Text.
2. Its Explanation, v. 18-23.

Who recetved seed by the wayside ?

Who was the stony greund hearer ?

In whom wag the seed choked ?

What marked the good ground hearer ?

To which class do you beloag ?

PRALTICAL TBACHINGS.
Where in this lesson may we learn—
1. How to teach ?

2. How we ought to hear ?
3. Th profit of heeding the truth ?

Precept freezes while oxample wsarms.
Precept addresses us, oxample lays hold
on us, Precept {8 a marhlo statue, ex-
admple glows with life, & thing of flesh
and blood.—W. B. Gladstone.

ILLUSTRATION OF STONY, THORNY AND GOOD GKOUND,

PINDING -OUT HOW TO BEGIN.
Two boys had sat down together to

-work out some problems in algebra.

One of them had been busy with his
pencil & tull minute when he noticed his
companion sitting with folded arms and
knitted brows.

‘' 'What is the matter ?” he exclaimed.
“ Way don't you begin 2"

“I'm finding out bow to begin,” re-
turned the other, quietly, and he went
on thinking. The first speaker covered
a page of fool.cap with figures, found
himselt in & iabyrinth from which thare
seemed no escape, and, looking back . ‘er
the statement of the problem, discovered
a mistake in his first equation. Long

before this, however, his companlon had-
-worked the r.oblem threugh nud reached

the correct result. He had not wasted
time- because he had looked at all sldes
of the question hefore he began.

A great many of our young folks over-

.estimate the Importance of haste. They

carrTy too heavy work in school in order
that they may graduate a year earlier.

“They skim through thefr Nbrary books

that they may return them and take out
others, Thpy settle important questions
orc the fiopulse of the moment, because
they have not learned thst there Is real
economy In taking time to see all sldes

-before making 8 decision.

Now and then we meet people who toss
up 8 penny to save themseclves the

trouble of making up their minds, Baut

p

oven this is handly mors foolish than it
Is to foilow blindly the Drst Impulsae that
comes info our heads, To act without
stopping to think is tho poorest economy
in the world. Nobody wastes time a0
hopclessly as the person who decides
without dolibcration, who, becawse of
this wrong beginning, follows the wrong
path and finally is forced to retrace his
steps and start sgaln. A little hard
thinking before we begin to act wonld
gsave us not only much preclous titme
but many a heartache as well. 4

Bo Oareful

Be careful what you gow, boys!
For seed will surely grow, boys [
The dew will tall,
The rain will splash,
The clouds will darken,
And the sunshing flash;
And the boy who sows guod seed to-day
8hall reap tho crop to-morrow.

Bo careful what you sow, girls | )
For overy seed will grow. giris! )
Though it may fall
Where you cannot know,
Yet in sun and in shade,
It will surely grow;
And tha girl who sows good seed to-day
Shall reap the crop to-morrow

Be careful what you gsow, boys!

-For tho woed will aurely grow, boys!

It you plant bad seed
By the wayside pfzh,
You must reap the harvest,
By-and-bye;
And the boy who sows wild oats to-day
Must reap wild oats to-morrow.

Then let us sow good geeds now !
And not the briers and weeds now !
That when the harvest
For ug shall come,
We may have good sheaves
To carry home;
For the seeds we.s0w in Jur life to-day
shall grow and bear frult to-morrow.

Work is only well done when it is
done with a will —John Ruskin.

NEW ENLARGED EDITION

The—
Canadian hymnal

FOR SUNDAY-8CHOOLS, EPWORTHLEAGUES,
PRAYER AND PRAISE MEETINGS,
FAMILY CIRCLES, Etc,, Etc, -

In order that this popular Eymnal m
be m&d:nset more.aeooppo table to Sunda‘y-
schools choirs, and mor» uscfu: in i

rayer-meetiag and other social services, we
,gnvo added to it nearly forty new hymns.
Some of these are among ths noblest hymns
of the Church, familiar and Eeloved by owr
ofngregations, such as * Father, 080
Everlastinﬁ) Love,” ‘¢ Jesus, Thou All-Re-.
deemin, rd,” “How Do Thy Mercies
Close Me Round,” ' God Moves.in a Mys-.
terious Way,” ‘ When All Thy Mexecies, O
4 My God,” * And Above the Rest This Note'§ "
Shall ‘Swell.” Others are cholce composi-
tions that will do sezvice, for spocisl.
occasions and for choir voluntaries, -as for
cexample: ‘““YVhen the Roll .is Called,,
Brother,” ** Growing Together, Whest and
Jares,” ** There's 8 Roysai-Baooar,” **Soul:
of Mino, in Earthly Temple” (a beautiful

unartette), ¢ All Hail the Power of Jesus..
%ame,” atc., the latler hymn set to &a
i“"?i":? tuno. The work has boon greatly
enriched by the addition of thess hymus,
and will be more of s favourite than ever in!
tho church, sckool and bomo, _The anlargs-
mant of tho book, corobined with recent ad:
2 vances in tho cost of paper and other

materisl, have made it n to slightl,
;.{ilrnneo tho prices, which ::3 now go ai
ollows :

MUSIC EDITION~Papor Boards,
Cloth -Back, 50<. postpaid; per doeen,
36000) pmpald. .

WGRDS O{QL\:" EDIEION—SCIQQA
boards, 17¢€., postpaid; per dozen, $1.538
(by mail, $|:95); pcr’hundmd. $14.50,.
carrisge extra.  Cloth Limp, 12c., poet-
paid ; per dozem, $1.20-(by mail $31.38);
per hundred, $10.00, carriage extra.

WILLIAM BRIGGS,

Mothodist Book and Publishing House,
- ‘Toronto.

W, Crtes, Nentreal, S F, Hosts, Kelifag. 3




