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The very first step taken by General Smyth
in this operation was
marked by a trick. It
was necessary to give a thirty hours’ notice of
an intention to break off the armistice which
had been concluded with General Sheaffe. This
was accordingly done, but instead of the
notice being given, as it ought, at head-quar-
ters at Fort George, it was sent to the com-
manding officer at Fort Erie, on the extreme
right of the British line. This was doubtless
with a view of making the attack before
succours could arrive from Fort George, which
was thirty-six miles distant from Fort Erie.
No efforts had been left untried, not only
to collect a large force, but to provide also the
means of transportation. Six weeks had bezn
consumed in these preparations, in drilling,
equipping and organising, and the conditions
imposed by Government as to numbers before
an invasion should be attempted, had been
strictly complied with, as a force, by his own
admission, of two thousand three hundred and
sixty men, FIT FOR DUTY, (exclusive of (iencral
Tannchill's brigade from Pennsylvania, of
sixteen hundred and fifty strong,) now awaited
General Smytl's orders : an engine of destruc-
tion, to be discharged (as will be seen with
what terrible effect) against the devoted Cana-
dians. To guard against the effects of such a
“tornado burstiag on Canadian shores, every
provision had," according to Nile's Weekly
Register, “ been made by the British.” These
preparations, according to James, “ consisted

Tnvasion of Canada by
General Smyth,

“ Voluiteers I—I esteem your generous and pa-
triotic motives. You have made sacrifices on the
altar of your country.  You will not suffer the ene-
mies of your fame to mislead you from the path of
duty and honor, and aeprive you of the esteem
of a grateful country. You will shun the eternal
Ulf(L:uJ that awaits the man, who having come
within sight of the enemy, Gascly shrinks in the
monent 0! trial,

« Soldiers of enery corps !—It is in your power
to retrieve the honor of your country and to cover
yourselves with glory.  Every man who perforing
a gallant action shall have his name made known
to t.hc nation.  Rewards and honours await the
brave. Infamy and contempt are reserved for
cowards. Companions in arms! You came to
vanguish a valiant foe 3 T know the choice you will
make. Come on my heroes! And when you
attack the enemy’s batteries let your rallying word
be, ** Lhe Cannon lost at Detroit, or Death I

ALEXANDER b\nrm
Brigadier-General Comm'uxdm"
Camp near Buﬂalo, 17th Nov., 1812,

of a detachment of eighty men of the 49th,
under Major Ormsby, and about fifty of the
Newfoundland regiment, under Capt. Whelan,
The ferry, opposite Black Rock, was occupied
by two companies of Militia, under Captain
Bostwick.” At a house on the Chippewa
Road, distant about two and-a-half miles from
Fort Erie, Licut. Lamout of the 49th, with
five-and-thirty rank and file; and Licut, King
R. A, witha three and six-pounder, and a fow
Mijlitia artillerymen were stationed. There
were also near the same spot two one-gun
batteries, eighteen and twenty-four pounders,
also under the command of Lieut. Lamont, A
mile farther down the river, Licut. Bartley,
with two non-commissioned officers and thirty«
five rank and fiie, occupied a post, and on
Frenchman's Creek, Licut. McIntyre com-
manded a party about seventy strong: this
post was about four and-a-half miles from
Fort Erie. Lieut. Col. Bishopp was at Chip-
pewa, and under his immediate command
were a battalion company of the 41st, a com-
pany of militia, and a small detachment of
militia artillery ; Major Hate with a small de-
tachment of militia, was stationed at no great
distance. The whole force to guard a frontier
of twenty miles, did not exceed, as will be
seen from these figures, three hundred and sixty
regulars, and two hundred and forty militia.
This gives alorce of but six hundred men,
according to James, while Christie estimates
the whole force as ‘““nearly eleven hundred
men.” By what process Mr. Christiec makes
up his numbers we are rather at a loss to
discover, as his account corresponds with
James’ in the enumeration of all the smaller
detachments; and it is only by supposing that
Col. Bishopp had a very large force at this
time under his command, that his total can be
arrived at, as certainly there was no time for
the arrival of reinforcements from Fort George.
Col. Kerby’s and other veterans’ statements,
incline us to the belief that James’ numbers
are nearer the mark. This point is, however,
unimportant, as not one half of even the troops
mentioned by James were required on the
occasion, or had any participation in the affair.
"The demonstration was commended by dis-
patching a marauding party on the night of
the 27th, who succeeded in taking a few pri-
soners, destroying some public and private
dwellings, and carrying and spiking four guns,



