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he very first step taken by General Smytlî
111%a%iol ofCatiadaby iii this operation wvas

Gelieral Sifl> U. marked by a trick. It
was necessary to give a tlîirty Ixours' notice of
an intention to, break off the armistice whicli
had been concluded with General Sheaffe. This
was accordingly donc, but instead of the
notice being given, as it ought, nt lîead-quar-
tors at Fort George, it was sent to the com-
nianding officer at Fort Erie, on the extreme
right of the British len. This was doubtless
with a viewv of making the attack before
succours; could arrive from Fort George, which
was thirty-six miles distant from Fort Erie.

No efforts liad, been loft untried, not only
to, collect a large force, but to provide also, the
means of transportation. Six weeks had be2n
consunied ini thiese preparations, in drilling,
equipping and organising, and the conditions
irnplosed by Giovcrninent as to, numbers before
an invasion should be atteînpted, hiad been
strictly conmlied with, as a force, by bis own
admission, of tivo thousand three hutndred and
SiXty Meii, FIT FOR IUTY, (exclusive Of Gencral
Tannehilis brigade from Penrisylvaia, of'
sixteen huindrcd and fifty strong,) nowv avaited
General Saîy tl's orders : an eng'ine of decstruc-
tion, to be discharged (as will be scen withi
what tcrrible eflect) against the devoted Cana-
dians. To guard against the effects of sucli a
Iltornado burstiag on Canadian shores, every
proNibion liad," according to Nile's WeeXly
Register, Il been malle by the Britishî." These
preparations, according to James, 'lconsisted

1Voluuitcc,?s I-I esteent your generouq and pa-

of a detachment of eighty mon of the 49tb,
under Major Ormsby, and about fifty of the
Newfoundland regiment, underCapt. Whelan.
The fe~rry, opposite Black Rock, was occupiedl
by two, companies of Militia, under Captain
Bostwick." At a house on the Chippewa
Road, distant about two and-a-hialf miles fromn
Fort Erie, Lieut. Larnoxt of the 49th, with
five-and-thirty rank and file, and Lieut. King
R. A., witlh a three and six-pounder, and a few
Militia artillerymen were stationed. There
were also near thc samie spot two one-gun
batteries, eightecn and twenty-four pouniders,
also under the command of Lieut. Lamont. A
mile farther down the river, Lieut. Bartley,
with twvo non-commissioned officers and thirty-
five razik and file, occupied a post, and on
Frenchninn's Creek, Lieut. Mclntyre cern-
manded a party about seventy strong: this
post was about four and-a-half miles from
Fort Erie. Lieut. Col. Bislîopp, was at Clîip-
pewa, ani unde Ii is imînediate command
ivere a battalion cornpany of the 4lst, a comn-
pany of militia, and a small dctachrncnt of
militia artillery; 'Major Hate with a smal de-
taclîment of mnilitii, was stationed at no great
distance. The wlîole force to guird a frontier
of twenty miles, did not excced, as will bo
seen froin these tigures,three lhundred and sixty
regulars, and two hiundrcd and forty militia.
This gives a force of but six hundrcd men,
according to, James, while Christie estimates
thc whole force as " ncarly eleven hundred
mien."t By %vhat proccss Mr. Christie, makes
up liis numbers we are rather nt a loss tci
discover, as bis account corresponds with

triotie niotives. You have mnade sacrifices on thle James' mn the enunieration ef ail tfîe smaller

miesr of your caine t. o iiilviI yo fr t ii oRf detachments; and it is only by supposing that
mie ofyor fnew niseadyo f ei th pti>ofCol. Bishopp hiad a very large force rit this

duty alid lhonor, and ieprive you of the estecîni
of at -rateful cotintrv. You ivili shutn the ecerntal time under bis comnmand, that lus total can be
<nýfez'îy that awvaits the mnan, wvfo hiaving coule arrived at, as certainly there was no tiîne for
Nvihi sighit of the encnîy, bascly shirinks i11 t'ie the arrivai of reinforcemients from Fort George.
mnomîent <uttrial.

IlSoidie'rs of rverýq corp>s !-It is iii your pover Col. Kcrby's and otlier veterans' statenients,
to retrieve the lionor of pour couintry anîd te cover incline us to, tîte belief that James' nuinbers
vourscives with glory. Every inan whio perforinsarnaerUcm k.Tispitioev,
a gallant action shtai lhave lus îîarne made kîîown
te thte nationi. Rewards and lionours await the unîmportant, as not one haîf of even the troops
brave. 1:îfainy and coîîtenmpt are reserved for mentioned by James were required on the
cowaird:z. Coînpamioîîs ii :îrins! You caiiic te. occatsion, rhdaypriiaini h fhr
vaniqlmisl a, Valiatit foc ; i know the choice you vil . ,o a n atciaini h fàr
mak&'. Corne on, iny lierocs! Anîd %îîe] yo The demonstration ivas coîninenied by dis-
attack thc ellen'Y's batteries letyvour rallying wcrd patching a, marauding party on the niglit of
be, 6c lic Cènaziuo bl ai Detroit, or Deaili!P the 27th, who stceced( iii taking a fewv pri-

AR.E.XANIERlt SMÎT11,
Brig:mdier-Geceral Cornrnanding. soncrs, destroying sone public and private

Canip near Buffalo, 17th Nov., 1812. dâwellings, and carrying and spiking four guns,


