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l'ope, the otiier great satirist of modern
timcs, is chie fly distinguiished as sucli b)'
cThe D)unciad." It is a fine niodel of

fier-ce, sweeping, powerfuil satire, in whiclî
hce annihilates his hordes of literary
enemiies. In the latter part of the poemi
hie gives a sketch of the gradtiai decline
and corruption of taste and learning1, in
Eutrope, in which hie finelv displays his
talents. Thei plot of the poern is the Iliad
of the Duinces. l'ope rcprtsents the throne
of l)ulness lcft vacant b)' the death of
.Shadwell, and the various aspirants to the
succession as engaging ;n a series oi trials
like the O])ynip1ic gamnes of old, to determine
wvho should inherit it. l'le paîni of
stuidity %vas given to 1'heobald, Fope's
successfiil rival in editing Siakespcare. lin
the Il imitations of Horace"' lie rats the
topics of the Ronian poer to tic persons
and vice of his own da)'. One of the
best instances of his sparkling wit andý
raillery is Il The Rape of the Lock." ht is
considered b)' sonme the very btst of his
works both in plan and execution.

Besides these tivo more permanent
satirists, there w'Cre lilany others whose
works show 'the satiric elemient less dis-
tinctly ; \Ioore, Butrnýs, Cowper, Churchill
and johinson 'vere soniie %vorthy of special
mention.

li France the best satiric poet was
B-1oucau. H-is distiriguishing woik iii this
line is a series of twelve sati res. In these
lie ventures to castigate tie leaders of tic
w'orld of lettèrs. Malice has no place in
his satire ; lic follows the type of Horace,
always pleasant aîîd gay, neyer cruel. He
laughls at his contcmiporaries,nothing more.
His Il Poetic Art"' is also enlivcned with
touches of didactie satire.

\Vith one or two unotable exceptions
nothing of esiiecial importance to literature
lias been produced in Uic satiric strain
during this century. Byron gave vernt to
his rage against an utifavorable criticismn
in his "E nglish Bards and Scotchi
Reviewers," iii whiclî lie assailed flot oîîiy
the crities %vhio liad censure-d himi but
aliiiost aIll tlîe literary mieî of his day. He
mîiglit have be-en the greatest of satirists
lîad lus niind lent itself to a colin and
disinterested observation of life, but lus
nîorbid sensitiveness and lowv cynicisn led

hinui into passionate and intenîiperate iii-
vective against wvlîat wvas goo(l as %velI as
wliat %vis evil in li;s day and tlîus deprives
lus work of the praise that is due Lo lus
noble style and diction. In our own
country, Jamies Russell Lowell lias pro-
duced almiost the only instance of Anieri-
camu satiric poetry. During tue Mexicali
\Var lie %vas very iiutch oplposed to the war
policy. lIn the 4" Biglelowv Papers " lie
assunmes tlîe Yankece dialect, and by ]lis
sparkling native %%it.cgives exp)ression to
lus own sentimen~ts iii verx' persuasive yet
inoffensive langurtage. He represen ts pet-
lialis as liigh a 1-oral level as lias ever
been attained b> satire.

1t miay be reniarkcd that the really good
piec.es of satiric h)oetry are comiparatively
féew, but it nmust be renieibered tlîat nut
a snîall 1)ropoctioii of tlîe best satiric ex-
pression lias flot been put into verse,
especially iî> niodern tinies, and altlîouglî
satiric upoetry lias declined, it is not because
of the decline of tlîe satire elenent, but
because of thc general decline of poetry
tlîat it lias fallen into disuse. Thus few
îia-.ster),eces of satiric poetry have ap.
peared iii these later days, nevertheless,
the spirit of satire lias in no age been s0
generally diffused as in the present century,
only instead of *lie stately verse of a
Horace or a 1>01k, iL tiow tises as its velîîcle
tue comedy and the caricature. OriginalUy
cîîîloyed as a scourge of general evil, it
lias now beconie the weapon of ail conten-
tion and coîitrovcrsy. Satire is thie natural
accortipaniiwert of freedoni of speech, but
%vlieîi comnion to ail it is likcely to be per-
fected by few; and consequently in our
day the office of the studied satire and
nîuch nmore the satiric poeni hias been
usurped by tlîe press, assailing the vices
of tlîe day as tluey arise. Satiric poctry,
althîough now a tlîing of listory is neyer-
theless a brarich, of literature by no mleans
to be fleglected. Not only does it furnishi
sonie of the grandest monuments of the
dîdactic order of poetry, but transinits to
us the finest models ot keen, Poignant wil
and the originality and robust vigor of
truc satiric genius.
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