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laborer incurs but littie expense for his
daily subsistence, nor is bis dress miore
costly. \Vhen first hie arrives from bis
native country, lie lias no idea of what
underclothinga is. His attire then con-
sists exciusively of a cotton jacket several
times the circumference of tbe wearer,
loose trousers of the samne rnateriai, a
broad brininied straw bat and sandals or
sonietimies a sort of slippers îvith tbick
w'ooden soies. Tbis costume is cvidentiy
suited to a warmi climiate. John is soon
obliged to change it for sometbing whichi
ivili be a better protection against the
cold, yet so higb is bis idea of the perfec-
tion of everything Chinese tbat lie ever
retains as far as possible the cut we bave
described. The wvhite laborer canriot live
and dress iii this miserly manner and
hence lie is often obliged to give up his
position and niake rooni for the Mongo-
han. Tfli latter therefore in tbe wvestern
states and provinces, has done and is stili
doing an immense deal of barrm by pre-

enngindustrious, energetic colonists
romi emirgrating thither. On the other
hand it would be difficult to nanie a sirgle
advantage afforded tbe cou ntry by Cbinese
imnîigration. Chinamnen inimigra-te few
wonien and nîo children. Their ai is to
iiiake five or six hundred dollars and theiî
return tri tlîeir native land wliere it ap-
pears for thai suni they can establish thein-
selves at case. Tfli majority of theni do
not remiain in a foreign country miore than
five or six vears but their numiber along
the Facific Slope of Canada is ever on tlîe
increase, as on an average for one that
leaves tbree newconîers arrive. W hilst
bere littie of what they expend goes to tue
bencfit of the country-. They live in a-
great measure on rice, a 1product of China,
wvear stuifs ia-nufactured in tlîeir own
land and ever niake it a practice to buy
of Chinese merchants who iniport directly
fromn the fiovery kingdom, Accordingly
almiost ever)' cent earned by a Chinarnan
is entirely lost to tlîe counîtry.

As lias already been stated the Clîinese
bave broughit siiai-pox into Victoria.
The wretched hovels of Chinatown-tbe
namie given to the quarter inhabited by
Chinese in every wvestern city-are well
suited te engender and foster contagious
diseases of ail kinds. Clîinatown is gen-
eraiiy situated in one corner of the city
proper. Its streets are narrow, filthy and

altogether unprepossessing ini appearance.
The dwellinigs of «the Mongolians are
sniall wvooden bouses entirely destitute of
embellislirent. On entering -)ne of tliese
a stranger is usuaiiy iveli received. Not
tlîat John is naturaily affable, on 'the con-
trary, bie is extreniely exclusive, but aftcr
a short sojourn in an Anierican or Cana-
dian city lic is tauglît by sore experience
that it belîooves him to conceal sonie of
tbe sovereign contenîpt hie entertains for
his brother races. Having entcred a
Chinese dvelling one cannot but be sur-
prised at seeing the utter absence therein
of ahi calculqted to insure conifort. A
rickety table and a few rougli benches
constitute ail the furniture. For a bcd
John centents hirnself with a nmat spread
on t:e floor. Tfhe saine apartmîent serves
as kitchien, dining-roon and sleeping-room.
Unless the Dolice officers have recently
visited the place one finds that the occu-
pants exceed the nunîber prescribed by
the sanitary by-law requiring s0 many
cubic feet of air for eacb person. Tb,-
windows of the room are curtained, not a
sunibeain ever steals into the Celestials'
apartments. Tiîey are said to prefer tbis
disîîial obscurity because it favors sleep,
for having no amusements, being naturally
dufi conversationalists and no readers,
tlîey while away tbeir leisure hours in
sleep. The funmes of opiunî in a Chiinese
habitation are almost stifling. Whatever
difficultics the), may ejîcounter in obtain
ing it many of the Chinese niust bave
opiunm. The opiumî-pipe lias thie shape of a
sniall cone inverted. Tbe steni resenîbies
an orc1inary pipe stenm, but it is two-and-a-
haîf or three feet lon'g. The snîoker
stretches hîmiself on a fiat and places bis
opiunm box and a ligbt wiin conveîîient
reacli. Ail being ready hie takes a knit-
ting-needle and dips one end 0f it into the
opium, a substance which wvhen l)repared
for smioking resenîbies syrup in consistency
and celour. The needie is beld over the
light for a few seconds and whb.- the

-opium, commences to flanie it is thý,-%
into the pipe througb a snîall liole on tht
top) just large enoughi to admit the
needle. It is for chîemists te expliatL
what is effected by the lîeating -, thie
opium and why ivhen thrust into ti e pipe,
it disolves into vapor or snîoke. The
operator takes care flot te let this nioke
escape. The needie has te pass several

I


