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THE OWL.

attending Cathiolic colleges whlo neyer
remain settled long enoughi in one place
to accumulate any, of tlec moss of know-
ledge. They begin student life with a
well defined purpose-to graduate at
the earliest possible moment. For themn
thue shortest way is the best ; they have no
dcsire to blister their feet on the royal
road to, learning. Hence aftcr a serious
study cf various prospectuses they choose
a college-AZma .Aie.--the one least
likely to intoxicate withi deep draughts
fronu the ]3ierian Spring. If by 'any
mischiance a iiistake were made in the
choice, immediately another college is
souglit out where the course is lighiter
and where, 1)ercliance, a year miay be
gaincd. Arý4 so this annual or biennia
migration goes nerrily on, workirig in-
calculable harmn to ail concerned. Wlhere
wvill it end ? Who is responsible for it ?
It must be evident to evcryone that those
itincrant students injure thenselves, often
grievously ivrong, the institutions they
leave, and always bring reproach on the
cause of Catholic education.

Three removes are as bad as a fire in
material things ; the like is truc in nuatters
intcliectual, and about the only tluing
those students ever k-now is topography,
acquired by cxten5ive travelling rather
than by study. There is another quality
in which thcy are not deficient-self
assertion. Thcy pusli thenisel ves into
tue highcst p)ositions without any regard
te, the neccssary qualifications ; they are
considered as representat ives of the
education inipartcd by Catholic Colleges,
and therefore the shanue of their fhilure
rcflects but slightly on thenisclvcs. There
are two reniedies for this cvii. Fîrstiy, let
the directors of Catholic institutions ini-
sist on the production of certificates of
qualification in the rnatters pre-
viously studicd ; students seldoîn leave
Nvhere thcy are succecding in their classes.
And sccondly let those who feel inclincd
te change frequently their intcîlectual

Pasture-land reflect on w'hat Poor
Richard says:

"Inever saw anii oft-rcmiovedl trec,.
Nor yet an oft-renioved fainiiy.

That throve so well as those that se:ttt:(l be."

A ROYrAL ROAD 2'O
.L E A NLVG.

WVe have recentiy been honored by a
brief communication fromi an cnterprising
friend cf education, wlio wishes te know
the cost cf inserting two short cards, of
about four lines each, in 111E. O"'i.
One cf these 'lads.*- nuakes knowni the
fact that the institution of whichi the ad-
vertiser is president, (and froni sonie re-
cent developuiients we infer that lie aise
comprised the greater portion of the
faculty) is rcady to confer ail acadeinical
degrees on descrving, candidates; the
other hints that the furnishing cf a certain
numiber of naines cf persons anxicus to ob-
tain degrees would gc sonie ways towards
niaking a candidate deserving. It is prob-
able that quite a nuinher, if net aIl college
papers received like applications, but
te the credit cf coliege journ-alisni it must
be stated that one alone, cf ou: numnerous
exclianges, published the cards. We
have frequentiy heard it stated that nioney.
w-as a miore powverful factor than kiiow-
iedge in procuring I)rofessional shicep-
skins, but tili now wve had neyer scen tuie
l'business" cf sdiling diplomas se oîenly
advertised. No Nvonder thiat the degrees
cf American colleges are looked upon uvitti

suspicion ! No wonder that there is a
grcwing determination on the part of
foreign universities te ignore theni

he abuse becamie se flagrant and
dangerous in the niatter cf nuedicai de-
gà_recs that the iaw intervened and te at
great extent repressed it. In cther
branches cf science the cvii stili exists, and
wili grow day by day, until reputable in-
stitutions unite and adopt somne nuqthod
protective cf their own interests and cf


