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%vith a steady yet <teîtie bailid. Let tlieîii see tliat the Divine law i5honoured in thei Honie Circle. "Childiren obey yotur pJarents il, theLord for this is righit." Let eacbi parent see titat bis faiily constitiUtan hionourable exception to the comimoi, rule of famnily govei.mn11enIt i1othese latter (lays. "Sometirnes people sayv," is the remnark of a slbreed
observer, "Ithat groveriimient is not kept up; iii faniilies as iii former tiffleBut that is a mnistake. Tbere is just as rnucb fainily governutent no'w0ever there was. Howcver, there is this difference, that in former tilll'
parents go-verned tbe bidren, 110W tbe cbiidren govern the parents."3. The nritnneof a coît8i,,te;it Chr-i8tian eeaînPle. "1How shBJ1
train my children ini the way they shouid go 9" was the question wbliChiChristian parent once put to bis Pastor. The reply -was: "Just waik io
that way y-ourself." The most powerful influence that parents can i>ril%to bear upon their ofl'spring, either for weal or woe, is that of eaYIt lias been sornetimuies observed, that tbe ebuldren of the most plauSibîeprofessors are not unfr-equently the niost p)rofane and abandoned. Sllc
a sad plienomenon iii professing Cbristian circles may be ascribed, JJ1
inany cases, to the deterioratinig influence of parental examiple. TbLlife of the parent is in no measure consistent witb the profession. Thbchuldren witness tbis froni day to day, and bience they cannot resist theconviction that, wbatever iinay be said in favour of religion at the fiside, or in the Sabbath sehool, or in the pulpit, sucli talk is no better 01'0P"'sounding brass or a tinkling cymibal.ý'

The case of Lot is well worthy of heing pond(ered in this coiieOIt does not appear that there wvas a pions i)erson in bis family but bOself. His wife, bis ummarried daugbters, his niarried daugbtersy edtheir hiusbands, were ail godless. How is titis to be accouited fof1Will it do to resolve it into the sovereignty of God, and then dlismiss hsubject? God is sovereign in His bestowments of saving mercy, but ye
H1e is wont to accomplish. bis purposes of sovereign glace to sinners ~connexion with their diligent observance of lus appointed ordina11CeLook at the choice Lot made wlhen it becamne necessary for him to Pcompany with Abraham on account of their herdsxnen's disputes. e
eipitc-hed bis tent towards Sodomi." He did itot consider tbe 11,0O*
dangers to which bis family would he there exposed. H1e considered tbequality of the soil and the water rather than the moral character of tbpeople. 11e made bis eboice on wvorld1y principles, just as those do Wbl)
"have their portion iii titis present life." Tbis was palpably inconsiSte t
with Lot's character and profession. He professed to be a worshippe-t ithe true God, and to set bis affections on things above and not on til
on the earth. The members of bis family could not but observe eincongruity between bis profession and bis every day spirit and colnduO4and hience the sad phenomenon of a wvhole family of a rigbiteous 1leaving "the paths of uprightness to walk in the ways of darkness-"0Above ail things, then, let Christian parents endeavour to siine befoatheir families with the splendour of a hoiy life. Let them endeavO"r tobe themselves what they would like their families to be. Let them,$ý
those habits against wbich. they would warn their chiîdren, and rt0The virtues to which. they wouid train them. Thus, their instructioe
counsels and reproofs will have a moral weight which will tell 1 t'b

l'lie illo)tthly -Procale.


