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THE CHILDREN'S REECORD.

THEY SAYING?

I hear the voice of children :
Calling from over the seas

The wail of their pleading accents
Comes borne upon ev'ry breeze.

WAl ARE

And what are the children saying,
Away in those heathen lands,
As they plaintively lift their voices,

. t
And eagerly streteh their hands ¢

“ 0 Buddha is cold and distant ;
He does not recard our tears,
We pray, but he never answers;
We call, but he never hears.

€0 vain is the Moslem Prophet,
And bitter his creed of * Fate,
It lightens no ill to tell us
That Allah is only great.

¢We have heard of & God whose mercy
Is tenderer far than these :
We are told of a kinder Saviour
By sahibs from over the seas.

¢ They tell us that when you offer
Your worship He always hears;

Our Brahma is deaf to pleadings,
Our Buddha is blind to tears!

“We grope in the midst of darkness,
With none who can guide aright.

O share with us, Christian childrer
A spark of your living light I”

This. this is the plaintive burden
Borne hitherward on the breeze,

These, these ave the words they are saying,
Those children beyond the seas!

MARGARET J. PRESTON,
In “Children Work for Children.”

COURAGE TO THE IFRONT.

It often requires a good deal of stiff, ster-
ling courage in & young man or woman toquit
the oid associations and stand forth before the
world as an uncompromising follower of
Christ. And just because it requires such
courage. many long hesitate to assert all ne-
cessary courage and make all needed sacrifice,

In one of his bold and stirring sermons, Dr.
Maclaren says: “I wonder how many youn
men, to whom these words are addressed,
have pluck enough in them to comeout on
Christ’s side? Ido believe that many young
men do not want an casy life; they would
rather have a hard time and a stern battle.
We have brave spirits among us still, who
like to lead the forlorn hopeand are not. afraid.
T challenge such to come and serve my Master,
fully and thoroughly, and they shall have a

rongli tirie of ic; by they shall have gig
and honor and immortality as their rewan!

There are, doubtless, many such youp)
nen, and women, too, in our fand, aud i
should be urged and encouraged to bred
away from the evil ties which have log
bound them, and take a strong stand fif
Christ and his truth. But let no one te
them that in_becoming Christians they shaj
have any right to expect a life of unruilld
case, of duleet delight from beginning 1o end
Far too many in the churches are simpl
smelling the roses of the garden of the Lo
We want more who, having courage to cons
out from the world, will have courage aisoty
hold to the front the banner of Christ withou
faltering.~ L.

QUEER CUSTOMS OF MANY LANDS,

In Africa they have many forms of greeting
Among some of the tribes the custom ist
touch chin to chin; others, again, rub elbows
David Livingstone, the great African mis
sionary, tells us of an old chief who smeard
his (Livingstone™s) nose with tallow, ad
thought that the very nicest way in the word
to let him know he was welcome.

A missionary in China writes that one
when she went 1o call upon some Chinex
laQes they asked her to take off her hat and
let them sce her hair; then they wanted
know how muny yearsthe American mothes
had to iron over their children’s heads 1w
make the hair curly, and if that burned colo
Now, my little curly-haired boys and girk
what have you to say to that? The missionary
goes on to say, “Once a Chinese lady camet
a missionary lady and told her confidentially
of something that would change her goldea
hair to black, and she could hardly believe it
possible when told that in America light hair
was considered beautiful.”

Horses are but little used in Japan excep
in mountain travelling, where one goes upo
horseback. Horses wear straw shoes in-tem
of being shod according to our method. N
turally, theseshoes have aremarkable facilite
for wearing out, and continually need to ke
replaced.  When horses die they are decentls
buried, and stones are placed over ther
graves.

The finest Loy of Japan—as no doubt al
you yougsters will agree—is carried about the
streets by 2 man or woman for any child &
play with who is the owner of a hundrett
part of 2 cent, or one ““cash.” Thisis a <mal
charcoal stove, a copper griddle, spoous, and
cups, and, above all, ready-made batter aid
sance. The happy child who hires this outit
can sit down on the floor and cook and e
“griddle calzes " to its heart's content. Could
anything Le nicer?—Mission Dayspring.




