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wvas agreetibly surprised. Before Thursday arrived I knew that
I should hear Lord Randolph Churchill speak, and that iii al
probability there w'ould be a full house to hAear the noble lord
expound his views. But I did not know that I 'vas destined to
be present-at one of the iinost exciting sittings that the buse
lias hiad so far this session that I wvas to w'itness wvhat is known
zis a cc'secîie," and a reniarlkable o11e at tlîat; tlîat 1 'vas to Ixear
ail the grreat leaders iu the blouse sp)eak, andi( that 1 was to sit
wvithin a yard or so of tlie Prince of Wales and the Duke of
York, and sec Lord BRosebery, the, Duke of Fýyfe, and many
others of the nobility. Such, howevcr, wzLs niy g-ood fortune.
It is of the House of Coimnons, as 1 szaw it on tis occatsion, that
I shial endeavor to give a pen-pieture.

Withi that, zeal wvhichi is exninently characteristic of Cana-
dians in general under sudh circuinstances, 1 -,as early at the
door of the bIouse-to be fraiik and accurate, 1 was tIc Iivs(
there-and consequiently wlien the visitors were adrnitted 1 'vas
tIc first ta enter and therefore liad the choice of seats. I chlose
tIe centre seat in the front row of the Aleinbers' Gallery, zindç
from that position had a splendid viewv of every part of th(:
House. The Speaker wvas in his seat, but only a few nicînhers
present. While the first half-hou- is beiug apparently %vastedl
and thc benehes being fild, let me look around and tak-e note of-
xny sarroundinge.

TIe House is a h-ali-like roorn, soînewhat shorter perh'aps
and slightly broader than old Convocation Hall in UJniversity
College, Toronto, used ta be. A broad aisle runs down the centre
froni the table in front of tIe Speaker's chair, thus dividing, the
roani into two parts. On eaehi side of this aisie are ranged 13 e
rowvs of ' benches-," inuchl ike the seats in any îno:ern Canadian
church. These run lengythwise of thc house, and are crossed at
right angles in the centre by a narrow alley, known in parlia-
inentary parlance as the -« gangway." When, therefore, it is said
that the Irish ineînbers, for exainple, sit '«below the gnwa,
it, is not ineant that their seats are at any grreat distance froni
the ather meînbers, or that they are in a Iower position; the
phrase inerely nicans that they sit an the side of thc gangway
farthîest froin the Speaker, that, to be accurate, they are b/n
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