Trinity, Holland.wcecriepienee 1 10 0
Clearville vovveners 010 0
Ridgetown .. w0 6 0

per Rev. C. C. Johnson
Klora, per Rov. J. Smithurst...
Brook, per Rev. K. Garrett oo
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clergymen. This was discouraging indeed ; and
early in the following epring your Sccretary, ns

{ Rural Dean, drew up o scheme by which most
0 ¢ of the stations occupicd by our travelling mis-
0 ; sionarics might havo been partially supplicd,
0 . through the aid of the clergymen scttled in this

(&R TR )

-

4

Tyrconnel, per Rev. i1 Holland ...

18 collections, nmounting to ...... £11 11 7

STUDENTS' FUSD FOR THE YRAR ENDING APRIL, 56

ween £196 11 1
3 0

Sutherland, T y 3
Froomficld, St. Mary's ......0 6 10
BULIEE’S creveeeessercaececnnenld) 4 0 .
per Rev. A. Willinms
Stony Creek .+ coesecerennnnsd 311
Biobrook .. el 187
00tario ceeseres soiorenrnennnl 26
per Rov. J. L. Alexander -
8t. James's, Penetanguishene, for
April 1856, per Churchwarden ...
St. James's, Toronto, per Church-
WALUCH sieenrese snnrnarecnressarscssnnn
New Hamburg, per Rev. J. Van-

HDEO reerecrtcrerersannnsanesercinacann

1 2-]

200
13 1
10 0

013 6

N
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105 collections, nmounting to ... £224 6 1

FOURTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT OP THE NIAGARA
DistricT Braxcu of Tng Cnoncit SoeIgTy,
b0
This i3 the Fourtcenth time that the manag

ing committee of the Niagara District Branch

of tho Diocesan Church Society have been per-
mitted, in the good proyidence of Almighty

God, to present their Annual Report: and, for

the mercics and blessings vouchsafed to them

during those past years, they desire to express
their unfeigned gratitude to the gracious “Giver
of every good and perfect *‘gift.”

During the'past yearono of their number, tho
Rev. Adam Townley, Incumbent of Dunnville,
and who always took a deep interest in the
Society, and afforded efficient aid to the Paro-
chial and District Mecetings, has been transfer-
red to tho rising town of Paris, and thus left
tho circuit of this association. Whilst praying
the great Head of the Church to bless him
sbundantly in his new and important field of
labour, your managing committce would tender
s most hearty welcome to his successor, the
Ror. John Flood, and beseech Almighty God to
bless him in like manner in the discharge of his
duties amongst us.

It is a cause of deep vegret to y our Managing
Committce to be obliged to report the District
as still destitate of the invaluable labours of a
travelling missionary. This heing an olject of
such primary impurtauco in the estimation of
the members of our association; and the hopes
of those more particularly interested in the
labours of thotravelling missionary havingbeen
so often and so sadly disappointed within the
Iast two years, your Managing Committee
deem it right, in justification, to enter fullyinio
an cxplanation of the causcs which have led to
the present destitution. Immediately after tho
removal of the Rev. James Godfrey, our last
travelling missionary, to a scttled parish, appli-
cation was mado to the Lord Bishop for a
successor to that gentleman; but we wero
answered that no promise could bo made to us
in conrequence of the limited number sceking
ordination sand the many places waiting for

District. This plan was submitted to lis
l Lordship the Bishop, and met with his full
concurrence.  Most of the clergy on whom this
!ndditionnl burthen was  thrown, cheerfully
y undertook to supply tho pinces ntlotted to them,
- with occasional services. But, though this plan
; was devised to afford a temporary supply, your
1 Managing Cosnmittec nover lost sight of the duty
| of obtaining, ns soon as possible, a missionary for
t the district. In tho course of the following
i autumn information was received from a gentle-
yman just returned from Ircland, that a friend ot
his, n clergyman of some four or five years’
standing, had expressed an anXicty to come out
and undertake the duties of our travelling
mission. As this gentleman was well ac-
quainted with the county, having lLeen for
many years a member of our Church Society,
and as ho brought out with him for tho in-
spection of our authoritics strong letters of
recommendation on bebalf of bis friend in Ire-
land, your Sccrctary took thoso letters to
Toronto, and submitted them to his Lordsbhip
the Bishop, and was authorised by that vener-
ahle prelate towrite to the clergyman in Ireland
who had expressed o desire to come out, offering
him on his Lordship’s behalf the situation of
travelling missionary. Accordingly your Sccret-
ary wrote to that gentleman on the 16th Novem-
ber, making him tho offer of the situation of
travelling Missionary in this Rural Deanery. In
tho month of January following, your Sceretary
received o noto from the Rev. il J. Grasett,
B.D., Seccretary to the Lord Bishop, setating
that his Lordsbip wisbed to know if wo had
funds on hand to support a travelling Mission-
ary, and alsoif we desired the appointment of
one, a8 it was thouglt that-one of the young
gentlemen about to be ordained at tho special
ordination to be held for that purpose, could be
gpared for our District. Your Secretary felt
himself bound to answer that, having with the
Lord Bishop's direction invited out for that duty
a clergyman from Ireland, he did not think that
the Managing Committeo would feel themselves
at liberty to employ any other gentleman, until
such timo as they had heard from bim, or that
full time had elapsed to cnable him to answer
your Sccretary’s letter of the 16th November.
Thus was the only opportunity that has ever
been afforded us of obtaining a young man
ordained in the country since the mission be-
came vacant, was lost.

Month after munth passed without any letter
from the clergyman in Ircland; and at last
your Sccretary having been infurmed by the
triend who first brought the matter under Lis
attention, that lus friend in Ireland had re-
ceived no letter from him, on the subject of the
travelling Mission, ho wrote him again, making

the 16th of Nuvember previous.
renched its destination, and the gentleman to
whom it was addreesed said that he would be
most happy to accept the duty, for that it was
the kind of chiarge he had long desired to have;
but, that, unfortunately he had just tea days
previous engaged to supply & clergyman’s place
for the summer; that that clergyman had
already gone abroad, and would not retura till
September ; but that he would bo ready to enil
for America by the 1st of October, if we could
wait 80 long. As your Sccretary learncd on

the same offer as ho had dore in the letter of |
Thus lctt\.r'
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cnquiry that there was no prospect of obtain-
ing o missionary from amengst the few who
were to preeent themsclves at the next ordina-
tion, ho replied that your Committee would
wait for him till then; and that lie would
cndeavour himsell to supply as fur as possiblo
those parts of the travelling mission within his
vench, until his anival in October,

That month came and passed, and early in
November your Seeretary, much to his surpriso
und disappointment, iustead of welcoming his
brother clergyman from Irelund, and introduc-
ing himm to his interesting ficld of labour,
reccived o letter from him, stating that the
clergyman whoso placo he had been supplying
had not returned till a month later than ho had
cxpected hit; that ho could not leave the
patieh till his return, aud that ho was strengly
advised by several persons who had often
crossed tho Atlantic, not to think of ventuving
ncross at that inclement and dangerous tenson
of the year; but that, if we would wait till tho
spring he would be most happy to come and
tako clmr%c of our travelling Mission. Your
Scerctary lost no timein replying, and expressed
his surprise at the rcasons alleged for his
failure to meet his engogement ; stating to him
that our vencrable Bishop had not feared to
cross the Atlantic in the month of November,
though at the age of 72, and that it was the
constant practice of our merchants to croes and
recross during the winter months; and that,
unlees he set out immediately on the receipt of
his letter the Secretary could hold out to him
no prospect of employment in this District.

On the 26th December last, your Secretary
received & letter from the rev. geutleman, in
which ho endeavoured to defend the course o
had pursued, and stated, as a further reason for
Ins not comng out according to his promise,
that o fricad, who had promised to furnish him
with funds to bear his expenses out had not
been ablo to procuro them,—but would be able
to do so in the spring.  Your Secrctary having
occasion to visit Toronto carly in January, laid
the whole corrcspondeuce before his Lordship
tho Bishop ; and lus Lordship's advice was, that
your committec should give up all ideas of em-
ploying one who had disappointed them so
often; and advised your Secretary to apply to
a clergyman from the diocese of Montrenl, who
was then supposed to be disengaged ; but on
doing go, your Sccrctary found that he was
niready cngaged ag assistant at Simeue.

Your managing committec havo deemed it
their duty to cnter thus fully into an explana-
tion of the causes which have go uafortunately
left thus travelling mission vacant fur tho last
two years.

Since last report your Secretary has continued
to supply the missionary stations at the junc-
tion of Marshville once a month, whenever the
state of the roads weuld adout of bis duing so,
and he hias mach pleaswme in reporting that he
has been well repaid for his labours by the
blessing, which appears to have attended his
humble endeavours to break the bread of life to
those who would vthierwise have been destitute
of it. Lo would allude specially to one caso
which it may be well to report.

Amongst thoso who attended his ministry
at the junction, was a fanuly not belonging to
the church, and composed of father and mother
and seven children, four of whum were grown
up young persons.

The parents were pious people, and highly
respectable farmers.  They had taken great
pans with their cnldren, and had earefully in-
structed them in thesr gocial relation and reli-



