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THE CANADA LUMBERMAN.

PROPOBITION T¢' OURTAIXL THE QUT.

Thero has been & movoment started at Fau
Olairo with tho object of curtailing this year's
cut of lumber in tho Chippewn Vallay, and as
much of Wisconsin as possible, by an carly
shutting down of tho mills—eay on September
16 or October 1. A 1mecting of tho manufac-
turers has beon held at Eau Clairo, at which it
wag dotermined to uso persuaive means to
gather futo tho movement as lasgo o number of
manufacturers as possible, It was decidoed that
if sixty per cent. of tho north Wisconsin mills
could bo ombraced in tho agreement to shut
down oarly it would be safoto doit. Letters
have boon sont to Wauasu, Stevens Point,
Merrill and othor points in middlo Wisconsin,
urging tho schemne, and asking for an expression
of viows. It is hold by tho primo moversat
Eau Clairo that = restriction of the season’s
output of lumber is abeolutcly nocessary in
order to provent an utter collapso of prices,
espocially in common stock.

Tho movwnent also contemplates a wider
reach thap Wisconsin  Prominent manufac.
turers in this city have received letters asking
co-operation of all the mill intercets around tho
Inkes,

It is thus to bo seen that an cffort will be
made, probably through the agency of the
Norhwestern Lumber Manufacturers' Associa-
tion, to induce a gonotal shutting down of the
mills, about Octobor 1, all over the Northwest,
But, whother or not the sweeping object be at-
tained, tho Eau Claire manufacturors mean
biainess eo far 2s the Chippewa valley mills are
concornod. A circular is now being pm[.mmd
sotting forth tho particulars of tho proposition,
and within a few daya all tho mill men of the
Northweat will bo troated to a capy of it.

Thero wiil certainly bo one difficulty in the
way of carrying the propesed measuro into
effect.  On soine of the larger streamy, like tho
Maonomince and Muskegon, continuous sawing
is necessary in order that each mill boeerved
with logs. Somo of the mills havo contracts to
saw a cortain amount for outsido parties, and
the Jogs which are back in tho stream must bo
delivered as they come down with the entire
mass: in no other way can they be reached.
A shutting down of mills not sawing on con-
tract would blockade the entire business of de-
livoring to milla that were. Still another
dificulty is in tho way of successfully carrying
out tho schome: It would be impossible to
provent tho detormination of the manufacturers
to shut down at a cortain date from bacoming
known, and that would atimulate mill oporators
to drive their aaws tu the utmost speed prior to
the time specified, in arder to pile up lumber
aud bo ready for the forcod_ acarcity. It is
doybtful if the mill men along the east shore
of Lake Michigan will listen for a moment to
the proposition to curtail the cut. Theyowea
small ong to the ** Menominee fellers,” having
last spring determined to run their mills for all
thoro was in them, irrespective of any attempt-
od combination. A lumber market growing
sickor and sicker during the wummer may,
howeover, modify their views an the matter
that Iatter or they may be willing ¢ do any-
thing for rolicf. —Northwestern Lumberman,

FIREPROOFING OF WOOD.

Sovoral preparations oxist which render wood
impervious to heat, and alfo increaso ity dur-
ability. Some of these golutions have been
testd on a large seale, and have proved a
suceoss  Although these measures are choap
and their sucoess demonstrated, they have, with
few exceptions—as, for example, at Frankfort-
on.tho-Main, the Hoftheater at Berlin—not
been employed,  Perhaps constructors of
thaatom will, in view of these froquently occur-
Ting catastrophes, nt Jas® comprehend that even
tho incombustibility of tnn weodwork would bo
of incatimnable value in secunng urmunit; from
firea in theaters, and that thespreading of flames
would, bo greatly rotarded wi.en, iastead of
burning rapidly, as dry wood well, 1t alowly
without flames, chars mnto coal.  Tho nature of
wood makes it an casy matter to changu it iate
what an exrultant chemist has called o fire-proof
substance. Un account uf its porusity a solu-
tion applied to 1ts surface mnks deeply into its
Pores, theroby attaining a firm hold, and on

account of it rigidity oxprscs tho covering to
abrasien only, Caro should Lo taken whero
such solutions havo been usod, to repleni-h them
frem timo to time, so as ta koep the wood
entirely covered, It may bo well to state here
what is meant by ¢ fireproof.”  As this tenm is
usually used, it signifies the property of ro
maining intact in high temperatures suchns are
produced by tho conflagration of L ldings;
but this is not tho atato impregated wood or
scenery i3 in, Theso nre destroyed when in
contact with a flane ; not. howover, by burniug,
but by charring, If we would hald a picco of
irapregnated scenery in tho flame of & Bunsen
burner, wo will find that tho part which was in
contact with the flames has beon destroyed,
that is, it has Loen charrod without producing
flames vr injuring tho parts not in direct con-
tact with the gas flame,

In oxperimenting on the impregnation of
wood, canvas and gauzs, I was particularly
careful to uso only chomicals as they appear In
commerce, and undistilled water. In my
opimion one of tho chuef causen of fatlure 1
methods 1n practico which wers successful in
experimonting, 1s that the chemicals employod
in experimenting weore the puro reagents of tho
analytical chumist, wlile thoso in practice con-
tain many - impurities which must necessarily
alter tho results arnved at by purer supplics.

Ono of the oldeat and best known processes -
the coating of woodwork by wator glass (sodium
totra-silicate), which for a short time gives good
results, but soon the covenng drops offl. The
reason for this1a that acovering uf water glasa
is as brittlo as ordinary glask and is readily
cracked and broken; and secondly, as it dnus
very rapidly, it does not enter any distance into
the pores of the wood, but rests un the surface.
Any jar or abrasive action will, therefore, causo
the water glass to drop off 1n emall chips,
Another objection to this substance is its solu-
bihity. It cannot be emmployed 1n placesexposed
to the action of water,

Another process 18 to paint wooud with a solu-
tion of three parts of alum and one part of
sulphate of iron ; after the wood has recei d
two or thres coats of this solution, it is
thoroughly dried ; than a solutivn of putter's
clay and sulphate of iron, having the consistency
of paint, is daubed on the prepared wood until
al] pores are filled, and a thin layor remains on
tho surfaco. It is claamed that in this procese
the alum and sulphato of iron enter decply into
the fibers of the wood, and formn indestructable
compounds with the chemical eloments of the
fibers, which cling tightly to them and cannot,
as 1n tho case of water glass, bo readily washed
out. The covering of clay greatly protects tho
wood from mouisture, so that tho fist
solution cannot be washed out or thrown
out by tho actiun of tho frust. This
sounds well, but n practice would be too com-
plicated,

Another objection which makes 1t valucless
for theaters 1s that the clay on thesurfuce comes
off very readily in the form of dust, and, there-
fore, must frequently be renewed ; 1t 1s alsu an
unclean process ; an actor unconsciously lean-
g agamnet a preco of wood thus prepared would
afterward appaar before the sudience wath a
strip of clay dust on lus back.

Tho foilowing s uise u cumplicatod pross
The wood is painted with hot glue water until
2l pores ave filled, the number of coats depond.
ing on the porosite of tho wood used. Then
apply to tho surface, bofore the glue dries, s
powder consisting of one part of sulphur, one
of ochre (or clay) and six parts of sulphato of
iron. Caro shold be taken to powder and nix
these substances well before applying them.
This process labours under the same difficulty
as the preceding one described.

T0 FINISH PINE.

Pitch pino has of late years come inty exten-
aive use in England for tho furniture and
fittings of churches and chapels, and for tho
weodwork of private dwellings and public
buildings. This wood is, 1 many instances,
very beatifully marked in the grain, and i 23
mirably suited for all purposos where etrength
and dursbility am desired, Tt is in its nature
exccedingly resinous, and it is the fact of its
being so thoroughly imprograted with resin

which makes it so durable. As a rule, the
practico i3 to varnixh or French polish the better
olass of wood when mado of this wood, French
polishing on pitch pine cannot bo done under
threo tunes the cost of gaving it two goud conts
of good varnish, o ns a natural consequence
tho Iatter method will, and in fact docs, provail,
Pitch pino has n strong tendency to quickly
grt darker in color. This arises chicfly from
tho effect of tho air upon tho turpentine and
resin contmined in tho wood (Just as vamish gets
dark Ly cexposurc), and therofore, except the
work {s requiaed of a dark color to begin with,
wo would adviso that no stains bo used on tho
mass of the work, and that the varnish used bo
as light colored as it 18 possiblo to bo got, for if
wo vameh with a common dark colored varnish
tho wood will all the sooncr becomo discolored,
Tho work is first coated with a gluo size in
order to partially fill up the porcs of tho wood,
and make an unpervivus surface to provent tho
varnish winking into it.  Thia sizo has also the
offecct of proventing tho discoloration of tho
woud, through absurbing tho varnish, and this
1» mure especially the caso if whito pine is
ured, 1t being softor and more absorbont than
pitch pine. The gluo smzo shonld not be too
strong, or it will crack and chip, and it is botter
to give the work two thin coats of this than to
risk failure by ono thick cuat. Two thin coats
will sink 1nto tho wood and eo have a firm hold,
while the thick caat will remain on tho surface
and be easily chipped off, Tho size used should
bo free fruin any foreign matter and earefully
stramned boforo being used.  Another plan
disponses with the uso of sizo altogether, is to
give tho woodwork a cont of Japanner's gold
size thinned with turpentine; thia sinka into
tho wood and produces a hard and firm body
tor the vamish to bo laid upon. By this mcthod
the varnish becumes an integral part of the
wood and cannot chip or peel off.  Of course
this procuss custs a little moro than when sizo is
used, but 1t 1s so littlo that 1t vught not to be
a cunsiderativn an guod work. When the work
18 to bo I'rench polished, no sizing is required.

Many kinds of staining colurs may beusod
for coloring pino, and any desired tint obtained,
but except for the purpose of imitating inloid
woods, pitch pine or white pine should never be
stained any other color than the darker shades
of its own natural color, not necessarily to
represont dark old eak, but to represent what
1t 18 an reality, pino stained dark. Simple
staining solutions aro tho bust. Many very
excollent stains may bo got by using the ordin-
ary graimng colors, viz. :  Vandyke brown, raw
and burnt sienna, ultramarine blue, ete. In
using any of these stamns, or in fact any wator
stauns, it 18 o ususl practico to put them on with
8 brush, and so leave them, but weo have found
tho best plan to be as follows. If we wanta
dark color, we use Vandyke brown or best
Turkoy umber with water, tolerably dark in
shade, With this we brush over the woud
without any previous preparation. We let it
stand for o few nunutes, then wipe as much of
tho celor off again as wo can with a damp rag or
oloth, It will then buv found that a certain
amount of the stain has sunk into the soft
parts of tho wood, and lees so on the hard parts
of the grain. By this plan, we bring out tho
Krai of marks of tho woed clearcy and more
distinct than when it is left from tho brush
alone, If the stain is notdeep cnough, another
coat may be applied in the same manner.  For
a mahogany stain wo use burnt sienna with &
little Vandyke brown, then glazo over with
Victoria lake ; il a yellow stan, raw sienna ; for
a blue stain woe use ultramarine blue, and by
adding raw sienna to the blue wo form a dull
shade of necutral green; for a gray stain, blue-
black, with a very sinall quantity of ultramar-
ino added, and so on ad tnfinitum, All theso
are pennanent colors, which is, of course, an
important consideration. 'Wo could got more
bnlhant colors by using scarlot, critason or
purplo lakes, but theso arv fugitive colors, not
fitted for use on any works intended to lnst.
It will be understood that we aro now speaking
of staining woodwork in the nass; that wto
say, without umtating inlaying, althuugh most
of theso colors may bo used for that purpose.
Wo hero give o list of trapsparcnt and semi-
transparent colors which may bo used a8
staina ; ,

Red Staing,~1, Burnt sienna, 2, Logwood,
3, Burnt ochro, 4. Madder Lake.

Yellow Staine.—1. Raw ejonna, 2. Saffron,
8. Gamboge.

Blue Staine =1 Ultramarine blue 2 Indige.
3. Cobalt,

Brown Stains.~1, Vandyko brown, 2. Turkey
umber, 3. Black Japan,

Greon Stains.—1. A mixturo of Gamnboge and
Indigo, Gainboge or raw sicnna, and ulteamar.
inc Llue.—Journal ¢ Progress.

SWEDEN.

Tho correspondent of tho Timber Trada
Journal writos to that paper as follows: -
StocknoLn, June 28th, 1884.—Advices from
tha north of Sweden arc to the effect thata
largo rinfall having again occurred thore, the
floating in tho principal districts is being very
succossfully prosccuted.  The importaucs of
tius fact s clearly scen in the very inanimate
cunditivn of the trade, aa n whole, that has
boen observed during the last fow woeka

With the exceptivn of the demand for white
wuud battons and Luards, which has been live
lier Iately, market aro getting into a very ynset
isfactory condition ; and the worst of it is that
but little prospect of revival exists for the
presont. Every mail brings us the intelligence
of duniished activity in the coal and iron tradus
of both Great Britain and Belgiunt, while the
shipbuilding industry in the former country is
in a state of collapse. A further diminution of
consumption 1n tho abuve countrics may there
foro be confidently oxpected, and ought to bo
mot here by a corresponding decrease in the
sawings. The quantity of logs now under
process of floating in the Hernosand and Sunds
wall districts, ns woll as on the Dal River, is
eomewhat less than what came down last sum
mer; but as tho decrease is probably not over
10 por cent. on an averago, thoro is likely still
to bo an access of first-upen-water stock noxt
year, uuless active measures are taken to prevent

k.Shipmv.\nt.u have lately fallon off considerably
from the throo principal shipping districts of
the lower Gulf, and aithough the shipments in
May havo possibly not beon o much less than
those of the corresponding month Inst year,
those of June, I anticipate, will show a reduc.
tion.

As remarked before, the -demand for certain
sizes of whitewood has improved latoly, and
slightly better prices are now being quoted :
£5 16s, for G and 11 in. unsorted deals, and £4
15s. for 23 x 7 and G} battens are being asked in
Jower Gulf, but Tam not aware whetber theso
figures have been paid. About ££ 123, 6d. has
been obtained for white battens on c.i.f. sales,
shippers in soveral instances having managed
to squeeze about half a crown more threugh
cheap chartoring then had beca calcalated on
For best redwood brands from Gefle district I
have beon given to understand that €11, £9, £6
10s., and £5 10s. for 3x9 aud 11 red deals have
been lately doclined for o fair-sized line.  Pur-
chases from samo district can, however, bo
offectod for even less than these figures, for
marks that are not quite as woll known. Sellers
in both the Soderhamn and Gefle districts have
not sold nearly their usual quantity to Grimsby
and Hull this snason. Importers in tho two
towns named say that they have done botter in
¥inland, whereas your Helsingfors correspon-
dont informod us somo timo ago that, to tho
best of his knowledge, but littlo had been sold
to England from that country, betler Drices
having boen reached’ on the continent. I pro-
sume the real truth to bo that the great Mum-
bor ports have bought very littlo so far, and
are waiting for anticipated further fall before
stocking up with best redwood goods.

Freights show a very slight disposition to riso
for July shipment, and sailing vesscls aro hold-
ing out for a shado kigher ratos. Much depends
on tho pesition of tho vessol and whether of
suitablo size for an order that may happen to bo
in hand, -
Ty EROTD oy Fatoaecof Wi
Strawberry. Thirly years roliablo for cholern
morbus, diarrhea and rummer complainta.

No 8UCHK WORD AS-FAIL,—~A fallroto roMovo
or cure summor compiaints can never be truth
fally applied 10 Dr. Fowlor's Extract of Wi

Btrawborry. Al dealors soll it




