10 6OLDEN

3. T'he solemn inspection which is connected with the Mission
of the Pulpit is an assurance of Ultimate Suceess.

(1) If our preaching 1s to be eftective, we must preach the
Law and the Gospel 1n thoir inseparable connection and prac-
tical harmony,  \We must preach the law in order to probe the
conscienco ; we must prerch tho Gospel in order to heal it.
The preaching of the law alone will lead to Pharisaism ; the
preaching of the Gospel alone will lead to Antinomianism ;
the preaching of both will, by God’s blessing, issue in a purc
and living Christianity. These two clements—the law and
the Gospel—are blended thronghout the entire Bible. There is
Gospel in the Old Testuwment, and there is law in the Gospel.

(2.) We may gathe: from var text the perilous condition
and awful doom of those who sit under the preaching of the
Gospel but are indifferent to their responsibilities and neglect-
ful of their privileges. Tue viil of prejudice, of worldliness,
of unbelief, of insensibility, is gathering around you, and ren-
dering you impervious tv all that is seaiching in the light of
God’s truth, and softening in the tenderness of God’s love.
We pray you to wake up frum the awful drowsiness whick is
creeping over your spirit and hurrying you into the daikness
of an everlasting miduight. *“.Awake thou that sleepest, and
arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light.” But
awako now. While Sabbath suns shine upon you; while
holy sanctuaries welcowme you tu their solemnities ; while the
Gospel of a free salvation is suunding in your ears; while the
spint of grace is stiiving with your cunscience ; while the
great Intercessor is pleading with God on your behalf; and
while the merciful Lord is asking, ““ Why will ye die?” We
beseech you that ye rcceive not the grace of God in vain. But,
whether you arc saved or lost, we shall be pure of your
blood, and uuto God a sweet savour of Christ, if, by manifes-
tation of the truth, we commend ourselves to every man’s
conscience in the sight of (rod.”

[The above is printed from a MSs, given to us, some Linie siuce, by the
beloved anthor. The original Coutained a fearless exhorsation, under
the heading, “ The Mission of the Truth,” which we are retuctantly com-
peled to omit, from want of space )
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VLY L. Moning. Tue Carrerve Israenires.  (Hxod. 1.
1—14.) We have here the names of the sons of Jacob,
arranged according to their mothers, asin Gen. xxxv, 2226,
those of the two maid servants standing last. Joseph is not
in the list, for he was in Egypt, whilst the others came with
their father. The number seventy, which includes Jacob,
formed the seed out of which the whole house of Israel
sprapng. After the death of Joseph, ete. (ver. 6) the increase
was almost miraculous, They were fruitful or literally
swarieed, and the land, especially Goshen, was filled with
them, Egypt was a very fruitful country, both in men and
cattle ; and the Divine promise added to the blessing of nature,
(ver. 7.) The new king (ver. §), means the king of a new
dyuasty, of which there had been many in Egypt. In all
probability he was Rameses 1I., of the nincteenth dynasty,
the renowned Sesostris of the Grecks. He did not recognise
the merits of Joseph, and being jealous of the Israclites, dealt
harshly with them. There is no doubt that a long time had
clapsed since Joscph's death. The king was afraid that
the Israclites would multiply, ally themselves with his
enemies, and then leave Bgypt. He did not want to lose
them as his subjects if he could keep them within certain
bounds (ver. 10.) He thercfore set taskmaskers over them
to make them bend down a8 serfs, hoping, by hard fendal
labour, to prevent their too rapid increase (ver.11). And
they were compelled to-build treasure-cities, or provision
oities, as some render, for the storing of the barvest. But
they were also places of defence, having fortifications round
them, They were named Plithom and Raamses (to which the
Septuagint adds Ox, which is Heliopolis), and were situated in
Goshen ;—DPithom,—or Thoum (¥i being the Egyptian
article), was probably on the site of the present village
Abbaseh, on the canal which connects the Nile with the Red
Sea ; and Ramwoses was probably Heroonpolis, now represented
by some ruins called Abu-Kesheb. (See ‘History of Moxes,”
. 27, 28.)  Stil' the Israelites multiplied and grew, for God’s
E&w‘ng was upon them. And not in Goshen only, but in
other parts of Egypt. even ar far as Thebes in the south were
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they employed on the quanies and in the tomples (ver, Jo—
14.) DBricks of clay were weed in many of the Luildings of
Luypt ; and making them was a labcrious process. But the
sufferingsof the Istaelites were not 50 longas is gencrally sup.
posed. They could not have existed abdve ninety yoars,
mdced they latted o long.  Learn Ps.cev. 24,

A fternoon. 2avn N Cyeruse (Vs AL 1—16
Antioch in Nyria now becomes the covtre of Churll k..
tory. Certain teachers aud prophets were here who spuke
under the speciat guidance of the Hily Spirit (ver. 1). A,
they worshipped or ministered to the Lord, the Spiiis told
them to scparate Barnabas and Paul for epceial miscionary
work., This was not the work of the Christian miusuy i
general, for to that they had been appointed befo e gty
this peculiar work (ver. 2). They (the wholeChurch)fastud ang
prayed, and then laid their hands on them, commanniing thun
to the grace of God, cte. (ver. 3). They wcnt duwn tl,
Orontes to Seleucia, a distance of about thrce miles, aud L
took a vcssel for Cyprus, and Janded at Salamis, at the
eastern end of it. This islaud was ncar, and was the native
country of Barnabas (ch. iv. 3G), so that it woull be to him a
great joy to go thither. Salamis had a convenient Larbour,
and at that time the is'and possessed several lavge an
wealthy cities. John Mark was the subordinate minister, o
messenger of the two evangelists (ch, adi. 12—-25); and the
three traversed the whole island until they rea.hed Paphos,
at its western extremity. They preached in the Jewish
synagogue, and they crtcountered a sorcerer named Bur-
jesus, the son of Jesus, as the word means.  But he gaveLim-
self the name of Elymaz, which, like the Turkish title Ulena,
signifies @ wise man. Bub he was a falve prophet, and had
gained some influence over the pro-comsul, or deputy «f th
country, Sengius Paulus, who was no doubt 2 Romaa (ver. ¢
and 7). He sent for the apostles, and wished t5 hear from
them the \Word of God ; but this sorcerer withstood them,
and tried to dissuade the deputy from accepting the faith of
Christ. Saul at once perceived the character of the man, and,
filled with the Holy Ghost, fixed his eyes on him, charged
him with being full of all subtlety and wickedness, called hin
a son of the devil (in opposition to his name), and declared
that he was an enemy of all righteousness (ver. §—I10). . It
was o terribly scathing address, and it was followed by a
severe punishment. e was smitten with temporary bhnd-
ness, and went about wrapt in a mist, which soon became com.
plete darkness (ver. 9, 10). This led to the conversien of
Sergius Paulus, who is described as “=a prudent man."
Rere for the first time Saul is called Paul, some think afier
the name of the deputy, his distinguished convert; and
henceforth he is spoken of by St. Luke as the principal pr
son (see ver. 46—50, etc.). The name Paul, however, may
have been his, as a Roman cit'zen from the first ; whilst up to
this time be had used only the Hebrew form of it—Saul
From Paphos they proceeded by sea to Perga, in Pamphyla,
situated on the coast of Asia Minor ; but here John Mark Ieft
them and went back to Jerusalem. He probably beeure
home-sick, and somewhat faint-hearted (cf. Col. iv. 10, and
Acts xv. 37, 36). From Perga the two proceeded to \ntioch
in Pisidia, a distance of about 108 miles ; and on the Sabbath
day went into the synagogue, and there preached (ver
14—16). A portion of the law, 7%orak, was read, and then
a scction from the prophets (/laphtoroth), when the chazzaner
ruler, supposing thecy were rabbis, asked them if thoy had a
word of exhortation (2 Cor. iv. 3, the memory text may be
taken with reference to such men as Elymas).

July 8. Morning. THE DELIVERER BOrN. (Evod. ii.1—
10.) A man named Amram, of the tribe of Levi, married a
woman named Jochebed, of the same tribe (Exod. vi. 20) Sbe
was not, however, literally his father's sister, as that passage
seems to imply. They had a son called Aaron, and a danghter
called Miriam, and now another son was horn ; but in days of
grief, owing to the decrec of Pharaoh (ch. i. 15—17) Jochebed
saw that he was a goodly or beautiful child, and she bid hio
at home for three months ; but she could do 80 no loager with
safety, perhaps, to his health (ver. 1—2), She, therefore,
made an ark of bulrushes, or the hibula papyrus, which grew
on the borders of the Nile, of which a kind of papcr is made,
and which also furnishes materia's for boats, sails, and mata.
She lined the inside of it with slime, or bitumen, to make it
perfectly smooth, and the ontside she covered with piteh, a
valuable resin, to prevent the water penetrating. Then she
put into it her precious boy, and Iaid the ark among the flags
or rushes which grow on the margin of that river (ver. 5). The
Nile was then low, and there was no danger from crocodiles;



