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. AX EFLSIXG AT JWALL NULNL—SIGNTS ANOXG TIE NEATHEX

*Che Rev. J. 11, Ocbison s the wrater of the foltowing paper.  No one
who begms to read 1t will teave it unfinishicd.  OQur missionary fieads
lielp us to sec the heathien as they are:—

Ouitting 27 account of the gouracy from Lodidna, and many other de-
tails, let me present some of the scenes witneseed vne evenng at Mela of
Jwatdmukhi last year.  Phe city of Jwatamukhi 1s the casteen pant of
the Pangab, staated nt the foot of one of the sanges of the grand Huna.
faya chain of mountama.  The ety takes its name from the shane, and
the sheme 18 called Jwalfomukhe=Mouth of Flame—{rom the fact that
tun, lambent flumes of burniag gis teeae from the mountain  sule wm
‘The Ehindus say and beheve that these flames are but the mamfestations
of one of their most popular goddesses. Here they have built 2 wemple
enclosing the Devi, and here imillions present theis otferings.  1ta3 given
aut by the Priests, and believed by the pzople, that no combustible mate-
nal will burn  thus une,  But (s a3 wasely accompanted wi
vi50 that the material must be brought 1 contact wih the fl:
untarily, undenignedly  Countless numbers ol absurd and contradictory
stories about this manifestation of gas receve full credence by this poor
deluded people.

‘The scenes of anc evening are sufficient 10 show how mach the goypel
13 needed to humanize, clevate, enhighten and mave. Other means have
all brought forth muzerable frais.  Imagine the multitudes gathered here,
thickly corering a vast area, swaying to and fro, a living x¢a of human-
1y, and the nowsc of mingled murmunng and roanng, like the nuise of
many waters. As the day draws tv a close the shadows come down
from the mountains, and the darkuess gathers around the multitudes,—
‘Then here and there and everywhese throughout the vast assemblage the
Fakirs light theic litde lamps in imitation of Jwatd Ji, ring their bells,
and guther sheir circles of Jeluded fulluwers. I nughy scem that ruch
a vast mulutade of human beings i0 vanious costumes, wiih the subed
puiesty’ twinkhing lamps, unkling beils, and devoul circies, wouid appear
grand, but all other feelings are Jost except sadness and disgust.  The
folly and biasphemous wickedness 18 50 very, very palpable '— A h
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conveyed 10 the Faklie’s pocket.  The Fakir mumbles wvee a prayer for
the benefit of the offrer, a1 the close of which all the circle shout

“ Vietaty to the Devi and bow their foreheads to the ground,
At anuher pace we find a laige company gathered around a Fakir,
who has a isige mwp n esch hand.  Ildeous munc 19 kept up by soine
o The I'akir Jances, whirla atound on one fuot, balances the

8 un dus fingers, waven them 10 Gro,and singing, applies the flame
t o elicer eteerched over head wathout buring . “The peapls mutmur
wnandy, * lawnuia god ! ud ahey age tobbed of their pucs by 1
sostuge,

! A Lde distance further ow, & Fakir is diesing and ornamenting a boy
whe n gl Having completed all the artangerents, the music sieikes o,
a burning lamg is placed in the hand of another boy not disguired—snd
the newiy-made @l bogins to dance snd bow and twietabout.  “Ihen the
buy wabihe iamp moves acound ihe dancmg one, presenting the flame n
tus facc av gracefully as pussible . and the smple people mitting by gaze
wah 8 upd, aupessiiiour woader at the pantomunic sepresentation of sotne
of the deed« of the gode,

Ascendarg some steps 10 a had of platturm on the sule of the mountain,
we behotd a kind of ehnne.  Before it 1s a hutaing lamp, on one mile sits
the mwscian, unging bells, mnking cymbale and singing.  T'wo Fakles
mofera to be fined wali the spust of the Desi and to have the power of
divinaton ard giving oraclee.  One had been overpowered by the spiric
of Duvl and now stood motiontesy with his hiand bound.  Coming 10 him«
acif a fittle, lus hand wan loosed.  He then took Ine long iron tongs, with
short bits ofiron ke lashes at one end, and beat himeelf 1ereibly over the
back until he wrought himeelf into a highstate of fever, then bowing bes
fore the flame, gazed at it for zome time with & fized, stupid stare, until
suddenly lic gave a shrick and a jmop, andlie was dispossessed of the Devs,
The suteosmding multtude ctied, * Victory to Devi  The othes, wha'
had long, mated, diny hair, and his alinost naked body smeared with
vomie hind of mixtare, had placed himeell on oll-fours betseen the legs of
the tirst duning the ime of lus won-beating, where he twisted himselt
about mo«t awfully ‘Then he tolled himeelf in contortions upon the
hard stony ground  Rimng upon lus handsand kaees he ciawled towards
the lamp; and gazing at the muiniature Jwdls as if to drink in some su-
pematural influence, he began to alinke hia head rapidly atid fercely,
and twist Ine bady bke a serpent.  1n this sta'e e was prepared to uitep
oracles fur the benefit of any who wished informauon,  One person from
the crowd asked if therc was any peron at the Mela who vwed the
Deri anything  ‘I'he duty, but aagacious oracle sull shaking its head,
mumbled forth, ** Yes, there ate many, but some 1l pay to morrowo ™
Another question put was, * My wife will not speak 1o me ; what is the
reawn?”  In the midet of the noise T cauld not catch the broken an-
swer. ‘The poor siupid fellow, afier crawling about again, and after
tome mote contostions, teturned and gazed at the flame  ‘Ilien wring-
ing s neck nlmost off, he gave a loud shriek, and the epitiv of the
Devi hadleft im The stuptd people immediately rhoured, ** Victory to
the Devil

Such are a few of the scenes witneared onc evening  Similar scenes,
and pechaps more revaling, were at the same ume being enacted at il
of the other hundreda of twinkling lights.—f7. & £ Record.

THE LAND OF HAM. OR AFRICA—HER CURSE AND
HER CURE,

{conTrsten.)

T.ong and dreary has been the night which has hung over the race of
Ham. More than fuar Jhousand years his he been the * servant of sere
vams.” From generauon to geaerativn has he dragged out o muserable
exisience under she © curse.”  Though the cutse seems to have descend.
ed ly ao poraily through the lineage of Canaan—" Cursed be

ing one of ihe hights we sce a Fukit 1 a long rube, with 2 bell in hiy
hand, which he nings as he emngs and gesticuiaies, ever and snon bow-
iog to the Jamp which represents, or rather :a, (through the muracu-
lous power of the priests) the goddess. The people stung around in
a circle, bow and clume in with a chorus. A poor wiet.hed-iooking
votary who has just joined the circle, prescnts a few pice to ihe flame
of the lamp, placing them upon the lamp-stand from which they are

Canaan, a gervant of servants ahall he be“o—yer 3t scéms 10 have been
entaiied princiyaly and perpetwally on the whole race of Ham. To ihe
Canaanstes it was deaih and extermination—puniwhment signal and im-
mediate.  To ihe oihes branches of Ham's family i hes bren long and
| g—siavery, opp! , degrads The annalaot hlstory afford
no other such example of & people so long and 30 sorely troddes dowa and
oppressed B .. that they have, dunng all this dark and protracted




