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bu t righteousness and faitlifuilness is found in the youth who wvas
ibrmeriy a shepliecAd, afterwards the conqueror 1of Goliahi, azid
subsequently one of the king's courtiers; but lie is doomed to
the charge of heresy, and, ide ait ot lier lieretics, hoe must escape
for bis le.So grent too is the heresy l'fhichi he is accused,
that the w'hole nation 'must be convinced of it on threce grand
occasions ; for at three several times did Saut gather togrethier ail
Israel in the cembodied i~mof an army, for the benevolent pjur-
pose of ridding hitnself and the nation of a c.haracter so vile.
Yca, also, the king, in the strength of lus wrath, ordered no less
than eighty-five anointcd priests to be siain, because one of their
number vas, aecused of fivoring the lieietie, and giving, both
himseif and bis adherents a morsel to cat.

In some five bundred years more, -when lsrael xvas a stranger
in a strange lan d, wve have a mutltiplicity ofexamples of the same
momentous impoyrt, speaking volumes to us explanatory of the
aîvful meanînn" of' heretical character. As -,ve eau fix thc mind
more foreibly upon one grent incident at a time, and as one ex-
ample is fitquently better dian many, wve select but o out of
the whole number.

T ihe Monarci ýof Babylon, white the Jewvs are in captivity,
issues a proclamation and afterîvards a decee, for the purpose of
making:, and then worshippipg a great statue or image, a hua-
dred and twenty feet igof pure gold. This image, origina-
ting in the kingy's devotion, is to be worshipped by people of ail
ranks, degrees, orders, and lauguage. The decee is exprèssed
i langruage and style sufficiently explicit and in There is

no exemption. So littie roorn is there made for -ap)ology, or any
scrupulositv of conscience, tilat the mandate denouaces the most
appalling judgrncnt upon the person refusing submission, to be
exeuted the same hour of his conviction. No telling how
many of the cowardly and half-pagaiiized Jews complied with
this idolatrous conmand ; sufficient for our purpose to say that
three had the courage to refuse. No time is delaved. Thev are
immediately brotight before tlic king, w~ho, convineed of their
obstinate heresy, in the fury of his dispîcasure, seals their con-
demnation, and commands the severest retribution. A furnace

j is lieated. But heresy cails for the most perfect cruelty, and its
intense glowv is increased seven fold. Fortlwith these three
hereties are bound and thon thrown inito this fiery lake, as ajust
recompense of reward for their disloyalty, irnpiety,aad obstinacy.

But lest any one should sas' that we are %vriting less in the
style of truth thait of aovelty%, and lest ho %vho reads should
become weatry and desire a stopping place before following us to
the cnd of tlýe chapter in'hearing ail iliat we have to, sày up.ioý

subject so extensive, wve shail here bring our historical noies tot
a close, with a promise to recur te the same work by the open-
ing of another monthi. X CO.NDLCTrop.


