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influence of the Gospel. It ineans that God is wcll-plcased in Chrhit
towards sinners, ivell pleased withi the work whieh Christ finishced on
the cross, as the ,,round on whichl sinners may bc savcd. God, as a
lioly and righitous Kin-, is well-plcascd with whiat Christ bas donc in
his lifc, his suffcrings, and bis dcath, to express hiis hiatrcd to sin and
bis dispicasure with those whio commit it. The D ivine Father
Chose Christ as mediator bctween imisolf and mien, and commis-
sioned imii to achieve a work-it, which would serve the saine ends in
moral governinent as the punishmciint of sinners; so that hie niigit
extcnd forgivencss to the rebels and yct malintain and confirmn the loy-
alty to imiself of ail the unfallen. This work Christ camle to do.
This work lie did. God the Father is wdll-plcascd with it, and is
rcady to forgive sinncrs on the the -round of it. 0 sinner, seek
to know this most prcious of ail truths. God is well pleascd
with the work of Christ, as a work donc for your salvation. iLook
to Christ: look to Chirist's work; and, through Christ and his work,
look up to God as well plcased, as propitiatcd; and you wvil1 rejoice
in bis forgiving love.

But what is the evidence that God is a well-plcasc& God inf
Christ ?

The resurrection of Christ from. the dead is evidence of this
blessed truth. Christ dicd, whcn bis work was finishced. There
was triumpli in bis death : for lie cricd with a loudvoice! lis body
was put in the grave. While it lay in the tomh there was time
te examine bis work. Nodcefctwasfound in it. Inflnitepurity was
satisfied wvith it. Jesus camne, forth from the sepuichre trianiphant.
11e is dcclared to be the Son of God, wvith power te save, by bis
resurection froni the dcad.

The ascension of Christ into heaven, and lis session at the riglit
hand of God, are further evidence that God, in buii, is a wcll-plea-
sed, a propitiatcd God. H1e was admnittcd into heaven as the
victorious Saviour. The lofty exaltation given to iju shows the
importance of the work whieh le Lad donc, and the F atwr's deligbit
wvitli it. Wlicn the iRonian conqueror obtaincd a triumiph, it was cvi-
dence of the satisfaction of the Rtoman people with bis warlike

ciemnsand betokcnced their estimate of the importance of
these te, the empire. So Christ's ascension, admission into beaven,
and bis bcing elevated to the ighlest place in the univers,-a posi-
tion of repose and honour,-indicate the deliglit with which bis
work is viewed by the great Fat-ler of ahl, and ahl the hcavenly
hierarchies.


