
84 The Voice of lite Pirophds.

Proplîecy wvas designed, se te spi-ali, te stupplv th Pince or
sensible miracles. Who but tho( Onicietit 1eingy inse*Ifcould
have giveni such a graphie description of this people in ail agies
of tiue world ? It %vas certainly net within the sphiere of' humnaru
krîoiedge to describe their successive chnacter tor one coni:-
ry, mucli Iess for nearly four thousand years ; and vet wo find,
in the wvriting's cf Aloses, their ivhole history epitomnised in a
few short sentences. A prophecy, aside from its ,tccotnrlisll-
ment, is no evidence of a divine revelation ; but wvhcn takien ini
connection witIx its fuifilment if. is as clearly demonstrative as
any evidence can bc. Who can examine the prophetic senten-
ces %vhich we have se hastily considered, and compare them
with the history of the people te, whorn they related, and then
doubt that there has ever been a reveintion of God mande te mnan?

Prophecy is the stronghold cf Christianity. Instead of de-
creasing in stre ngth, if. is accu mulating. force in eve ry gencration,
Yt is a inap of human déstinies on a large scale, and is constantly
filling up, in ail its latitude and longitu de, with ail the important
events cf this ivorld. No inan ever did, or ever caa arise frcm a
candid and thcirough examination cf if. with a single doubt on his
inid cf the truth of revelation. IVas it predicted that the pos-
terity cf Ishimael would be numnerdus ? lis history lias justified
tire prediction. IVas it prepheticaily announced that lie should
beget twclve princes ? This annuniciation was confirmed In bis
tuweive sons. Was it foretoid that hie ivould becoîne a roeat nati-
on ? Trhis is proved te have been the case from the tact that the
încst powerful nations cf ancient and modern tinues have been
minable te subdue them, and that tlmey once included in their con-
quests file greater part of the temperate zone, and that their em-
pire reachied frein ladia te the atiantie. Was it predicted thaï;
they wouid be mild mca ? TIhe history of thieir race ccnfirms
tire truth of the prediction. Did the prophecy declare that their
hands %would be against eçery man ? Mr. Gibbon himself testi-
fies its iruth, wvhen lie says they were " arnmled ag-ainst inankind."
Wsas there te be a reciprocity of their hostility according; te an-
cient prophecy ? It is fuifiuled in the universal antipathies of ile
i-est cf miankind againAt thenu. Did the prophetie voiceg(ive themn
a residence in tire presence cf their brethrea ? Thlat v0ice finds
lts confirmation, in their divellingr in the presence oftire M'oaites,
tic Amnmonites, the Israeiites, and the Edomnites, in ancient
tîmes, and Ia the mnidst of nations ia modern trnes. Infideis
maay as wveii attempt te extinguish the Iuminary cf day, as dles-
troy the confidence of the intelligent in the revelation of God.

Boom<-s.-The flnest i-uic 1 ever met with in regard te tire
choice cf bocksq, is this Il Bockîs are gond or bnd in thelir cf-
fects, as they make ils rciish the word of God, thi ore or less
riter wve have rend er.-igRchom.


