
-of themn must have been from above. WVe take, theref'oro, Christ first as a mnar.
We find that He wrougbht miracles. W'e believe His word, for He bas cstab-
lished His ýcharactcr for veracity. Wc find flin asscrting that He la the Mes.
isiah, the Son of G-1,I and pointing týo lis miracles as conflrmatory o; f-1iï as-
-sertion. Wc aie bound to admit the truth of this in comnion with ev.i , other
etatemnt hat hie makes, cspecially whcn wvo ( insider the evidence ti. which
lie appeals in confirmation. And the conclus 9r therefore to whichi w3 are
led is inevituble,-He is t'he Sow of God, tke Saviour ofthe wcrld.

H A RD T 1ME S -

!T is -a-drittcd on ail tides that the present aspect of the world ia very
gloom)y and sad. War trcads on the heel8 of commercial disaster, and the
beautiful br(,w of $Spring is bathed in blood. W hile the couritries of Europe
reserable so meny camps resounding with preparation for battie, the people of
the United States, but lately so strong, 50 proud, so securè, are in a paroxysmn
-of fratricidal strife. These troubles decply affect ourselvera. Not only do we
.naturally share in the fcvcrish restlesaness and the deep sorrow thut las ai.
ways feit when blood is being shed, but our trade and comnameice are scriously
4lffected, and to that extent our ability to support the Church in her opera-
tions must be irnpaircd. %Ve have fallca on ,"lard times"-exciting, terrible
stimes, when <Jod bas come to revkon witFi the nations for their iniquities.
P-erhaps we, in these Provinces, are much poorer that we were even hast year.
31oney la scarce. Trade is dulI. Times are hard. Therefore lot us do as
fittle as we cau fbr the cause of God! Lot us Etarve our ministerd and crip.
pIc ahi the seheines of the Church!1

Does not the hcart of the reader instinctively revoIt from the sentiment
contained in the last two sentences ? Is it not at once accu te be wurldly,
~vicked ? Yet we have onhy utterod in so niany words what too niany, bearing
the name of Christ, express too plainly in their conduet. They would be hor.
ror-struck if their course of action were translated into plain language, forget-
fui of the fact thamt actions speak louder than words-that Christ will1 judge us,
mot by our profesisions, but by our works.

What then is tho lesson of hard times. Our picture of' the " preseat dis-
'tress" is perhaps a iittie too dark. We have a great dt-ai for which to be
'thankfuL. The actual scene of wnr la far from our bordera. All our people
tave food and clothing. Our fields are green with the promise of an abun-
dant harvest. indced our -niercica" are innumnerable, ui it becomes us
thankfully to acknowledge that the lines; have falîco te us in pleasant places.
We know <iothing of the actualities of war, famine or pestilence. The toils,
monfliits, -tears, heartsinkings, that form the portion of our neighbours are a]-
tnost unknown to us, at peace as we are auî&g ourse> ves and at peace with ali
ýtie worhd.

Yet there la suffcient cause fer our pursuing the inquiry, Wbat ia our duty
in these hatd times ?

God's objeot in sendiog hard times mnay be to try our faith. Lt is easy for
-the rich te give of their abadance. IVill tlsey, whcn they become straitened,
.give*abundantiydftheir povertyl Thisisa atest b which'tise world will try
<Jhurch memnbers, and by which men ray well try their owai hearts. '

WYe must learn to endure hardness litke good soldiers of Jesus Christ. Be,
itise Captain of our Salvation, was mnade perfect through -suffering. Ail bis
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