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tion frein Ch)ristiainity." and that Abraham, one of tiseir numbher, one of thes fIrst
convurts tinder Mr. (3eddie, 6" spent; muets of his tinie rcaglsng the Scriptssres te
thesis. exlsorting thim, and prftyirsg with them, for wiic they ail sevemud very
grt"I'*i,'' shoNved tisat the truth huad been eiibraced hy tlhe= in rseaiity. liese
faet. ansd many oimilar that couid eanily be cnuinerated. show that Gud i,; îsssskmg
his %vord to ie feit as a newv and a vital powver among ihoso Mk;ands, and if th-o
fir.,t-fruitts ho of sueh a character what nsay we expeet frow, tho fuil harçrsýt?

l)urissg the fsrst nix and a hiait years of mny connexion witb tihe Newv !lelrides
'ision tise Lord favourt.d us; with uiiterrupt(il pýreperity ; our iwarts 'vere

agaii and again eleered by the arrivai of newv mibsionarie.q. For the ia-st two
ye.ir.ý and a hait, heowever, qlthjoigi the progreps ef tse Mli>sion lias been t quaiiy
satssfactory. it bas heen gcheqssered -,ith msanifold triale. For Ss-ve-ral xnonthis Our
Ietters froin the New Ilebrides have been like tise inessýengors that, canme tg) Job,
every oue has broughit us saiddtr and mureý distre-sirg tidissgs than another, tîli at
last %vc are appailed Isy thse rîas2acre of Mlr. and Mr.Gordon, an event thant lias
not been paralleied since Wiiins and Hiarris inet their death at the Qaine piace
twvnty thrce yeurs ago. But thu pre.,ent caiauîity is more discouraging th.tr flhat.
.At that time the natives werc ail heatiien, andi knew notising ot the cisaraceter and
olii1'ýts ef inissienaries. In the pi esesît instance it wvas alter the nsinaand

ieý vwitèe iad lived four years (,n the island, and atter Mission fahrilies is:sd i)QOf
resiiing for thirteen ycars on the group. Our fir.qt stunning trial was tihe death
ot Mss1. Paton ; then came the 8iekness of Mr. Mathcsen, whiclb partially broke
up the( Tannese 1Mîissîssn for a tweivcînenti. Tise same year Nemajin, a, native
teaciser lrom iny eide et the i4:nd of Aneitettim, wvas iusurdsŽreýd on ADNV-.. On
the fssiiewing year Naîssuri, anoti:.er Aneiteumi teachpr. from INr. Geddie's side ot
t:se i.sland, the first convert on Ainesteutr, l'vas attaeked hy the Tanne.,e at P>ort
Rteso!ution, and sustained such injuries that lie died of bis weur.ds. Morcover
.Mr. Paton sssffered reprttediy froem attaeks of fever arsd ague, and ivas frsqssutntiy
in danger of bis lite. The present year. isewever, eclipses ail tho past in the fear-
fui calisnities that have failen on tihe ission. In to thietslsace of' five shortimntnhs
thero bias heen crowded an ansount of disaster, suffering and crime, which would
bave fi lied up Ibo average proportion et' those evîls, tiseugbi spread over a qua~rter
of' a century. lucre lias heen an unprccedented ioss of property, a stili groater
lacs of native lite, whilo tise breacises in the Mission baud have been distreosi1g in
tise extrtsie. Tihe brand of the incendiary kindied( a flame on Mr. Geddie s two
Churcies that rcduced the roof of tise anc and the whsoie cf tbe other te ashes.
God eomissioncd the elemients and h-urricaine atter hurricane swcpt over the is-
land., with desolating tury. tili on tbe l4th and 15th Marcli a cyclone, sînparaiici-
cd tiserc in the meniery cf living man, complet cd this %vork ot destruction. Tbis
-ýas pre-ensiiertiy destructive on nsty Qide of the isiasîd, aud the sea wvas greatly
more se thaîs the %wsnd. The centre ef the cyclone passed ever Aneiteum. ibis
~vas known from tise dcad cals» that occurred. lIn thse centre of the cyclone there
is slways more or iess et a vacuum, and inte this vacuus» the sen, rushes. At îny
station tise sea rose seven feet above bigb water mark, Wlsile about tbrèe miles
distant fro» îny station, at; a jsitting headiand, it rose upwvards efthirty teet
ahove whîbat it riscs at spring tîdes?: and the conspqueuice vas that it mad& a clean
sr, C "p over the whole sîde o tise isiand. And te cay nothissg ot the destruction
et native bouses and native plantations of food, and tisat was very great, and tue
daniage doue te tise personal property of the mnissionaries, tise lacs te tbe MINssion
in niy disrriet, in scbuel bouses, eburchies and missi)n buildings, canet hs3 lecs
tisan £1000 sterling. The labour et years perisbed in a niglit. k>But this iS nei-
ther the w1hoie nor tise wvorst - the martality among the natives bas been witheut
a paraliel. Measies wvere broughit trans Sydney and carried by trading vesse]$ l'rom
island te isl-and, tili tbey spread over New Caledonia, tise Loyaity Ilands and the
Newv lebrides. Measles were foilowed by dysentery, and the natives were 8wcpt
away by thousauda. On Anesteîu, in spite ef ssil that the missionarieseCould do,
neariy a third et tise entire population bave died, wssile on mny et the othes' is.
lands the meortality may be cstimated at ente hiait or twe thirds of the wboie po-
pulation. To adj te our loss and grief Mr. Jebnston, whiose nlare vas begun te
be ichel set by, and wlîo is se higisiy spoken ef hy ail wbo knew his», vas re-
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