
THE CANADA FARMER.

bh made ta repay us for our past labours, as well as "E M' " Experionco in Raising Flaz,
support us i tuturo confort? To this thera can only
ha one reply, viz., by inproved husbandry. Now To de Editor of Tm. C or. A
the fIrst step towards imptoved husbandry, unques. •

tionably is draiage. As regards the law an this sub. Sin,-I wvas rather surprised ta notice an article in
lect, it is sadly delective, and requires not only ta Tac CAyAD Fan.:n of 2nd Jan., signedI "E. M.,"bh amended, but entiroly remodelled. It is truc
there are thoso who think il perfectly good, as it is, Sidney, Co. of Ilstinr, endavouring, ta ail tlhe
and such will probably say, fet well enough alone, oxtent 2 his power, ta bring flax culture into dis-
but it will generally bu found that such persons are repute. JIaving felt considerable interest in fla
strongly tilutured witit the principle of selfishness, culture, I have taken stops ta investigato the caseand are et present so situated that the law as it
stands is in their favour. 'lace tiiese gentlemen in alltided to, the particulars of which, I think I am now
thoposition of their neiglibours, and theywill et once enabled ta lay before you, sa that others of your
recall t your memory the fable of the farmer and readers mayje'dge for themselves.
lawyCr discussimg the question of the bull, :iaving
goròd the os. It will b remembered that when Old In tbe first place, however, I quite agree with your
Legality understood that the farmer's bull hald gored just remarks, that " . 's." letter is a very vague
his (tha lawyer's ox) he considered it right that he and meagre one. Hald ho given the quantity of
slcutild receivo one of the ftrner's oxen i roturn for round, quantity of seed per nere, time it was Sown,the Injured animal, but when informei that the case gp
was misstatel, and that it was bis (Legality's) bull number of bands requirced ta pull it, nature of the
that had gored the farmer's ox, lie considered the season, &c., &c., it wrould have enabled one ta have
case Fo materially altered as ta roquire serions con- arrived et a more satisfactory conclusion. I bai,
sideration. Sa iL is with the parties whso arc satisfied therefore, intended to request " E. M." to oblige yourwith th existing law on the subject of drains and . .
water courses. Place farmer A tm the position of readers with thesa particulars, but reflecting that
farmer B or C, and, like the lawyer, lie will sea the considerablo time must elapse-as Tac CLANADA
case in another light. Ono of the principal defects FÂRnME is only issued once a fortnight-and as the
in the existing law is that lin ail cases whero it is seed timt will seau ha upon us, thora is not much
necessary tiet a fairmer, for the purpose of obtaining
sufficient fait for lie proper drainage of low or time to spare. Moreover, there was a degre of
swampy lands shall have ta pass througlh lis neigh- uncertainty as ta getting the details fromn hin t ail,
bour's farai, the law provides for the cutting of ait white in the meantime, this article, if left unheeded,
open drain which shalt remain antd b kept open. .l the opportunity af tiing injury, tongst tios

Noir. sir, I contetnd that titis m.s îuanifestly wrong,
at, I think, will be amiitteti by any unprejudiced who were not acquainted with the details. i have,
mind. IL is certainly riglt that the law should allow therefore, taken the initiative, and bave learned fron
A ta pass throigi the land of B for the purpose of the books of the fiax mill in this county, that a party
getting a suflicient falt ta allow the surplus water on fro Sidney, whosa nami bears the initals of" E. M."Isis fari to p.isa off, but it is equally certain that it .'
is wvrong to allow A ta place a permanent open tidi bring le bis crop of fiax straw last autumn, that
ditch on the farn of B without fui! remuneration ta lie was ptid et the rate of $14 par ton, receiving 95
Il for the danage done by such obstruction ; nor cents. Tis may not, however, b your correspon-
should A lit nny case b permitted to pes through
the farm of 13 vith his ditcli if he can geL tîho water or dent, but it looks extremely like bis case as ho
bis fatrm by the ro.adside or any other 'say without states it. The extent of bis crop, about which he
mchi additional cost. Aitother point Is, if B can complains so miuch, and which ha says required
improve bis lands by closed drains-and in sa doing "'oter tiro days' work to pull i," actually amounteti te
it is necessary ta carry bis draiu to the lino dividing .
lis farai front A's-shall A b permitted te drain bis the formidable quantity of one humdred and thirty
farn into Bs drain wsithout renunerating B therefor ? c:jht (138) pounds weight Of straw! Vou are well
as IL is selt-evident that the drain, which may bo aware of the extraordinary season o« Irouth wse ex-
quite sulicient for the carrying off of ail the water perienceti lst summer. Old, intellig.nt, and reliable
rLsing on B, may not b suflcicent ta carry off te
water front 10, 20, or it may bo 50 acres I Asin farmers admit that they have not Lnown its like
addition. Thus it will be seen that unless by agree- within the past fifty years. it was not atogether the
ment with B, or on the decision of competent and severe drouth that formed titis unpropitious and
disinterestedj ldges, A should not btpermitted ta run almuost unprecedented year. The sprinîg rains con-
his drain into '*s without compensation therefor tat tinued so incessantl that this section f the countyleast half the cost of making and keeping lit repair. y ry
Another question arises as ta whethter such drain was, in many parts, quite iniundated, thereby pre-
should b cleanci out by A or B in the event of its venting lie fairmers from getting ail thteir ploughing
becoming obstructed, as circum4tances may arise in doac uintil about the middle of June, consequently
which it nay bu necessary for A's interest that the

tries ai ilnndit chaeiu,'ile on BVe t- irsei'as sown about ant average, et loast, aidrain shall beimediately cleared out,n whil onx sR %%
part thora is noe urgent tecessity for haste in the fectceels beyontd its proper time. Fiom that date
matter. Similar difliculties are incident ta open the rains ceased, and I do not think the crops receivedi
drains, as in the case of covered drains. B may have another beneficial shower so long as they remainei
the field tbrouigih which the drain passes in grass, or je the earth.
pastured; i either case a little extra moisture fron la , I son considor"E. M."
a sumimer rain may be a benetit rather thai at injury Now sir, I would ask you, if y
ta himt; while A having the field so drained untidor as been justified in rushiag into public print, after
fait wheat or barley, mildew or rust may rosult fron such a miserable one year's trial of such a paltry
the drain nut taking aif the water. Juîst the sane crop? iad he tboroughly prepared, say 5 or more
with uan open ditch or water course, A's fall wheat acres of suitable land, sowed iL about the first of May,
mnay require that the ditel b kept clear of any ob- or last week of April, if possible, with a saitable
îtruction, whilo B bavia the field througi whici it quîantity of seed, had it been an ordinarily good sea
passes under pasture, his cattle are daily crossing son, lad lie got il ptilled mn something like a reason-
.nd re-cro.ing the ditch and breakig down the bl amronunt of time, &c.,&c., and whtn all was done
sides; also bis hogs wili vallow in the ditch, and thîat coulid be done, by way of a tair trial, bad ho
certainly it us their just and inalienable right te do then found his rotures so utinremuuerative ha might
so ; yet, in the exercise of this their natural rigit, have been justified in ceasing ta grow this crop, and
they will often taise sncb obstructions as may be a even tn warning bis neihbours ; but as it is, bis is
round of action against theirowner by lis neiglhbour a widely different caise.
, unlss the law protects both B anti his por ers in I wili now taiko the other side of the question, and

the enjoyment of tieir rights. But, let the law b give the experience of farmers with whom I am ac-
so framei that in all cases where it is possible for quîainted, soma of whom bave grown flax for years
A to send the water requiring ta pass through B's past. They adiit that they realized double and
fare, through ait ordinary tile-pipe or sluico of any treble the amount last year for their flax crop that
kind, lie (that is A) shall be compelloe ta cover his they did for any othler crop they had on the same
drain, and when obstracted, clear it out at bis own extent of groud, and c'rs realized, bad as the
expense, and a fertile source of contention andi liti- eaqonl was, $20 to $23 per nore, after paying for
gation will he removed ; and I think, whatever may their seed and puliing. .Did any other crops e the
b As oipinion ie the matter, ail disitîerested parties couînty of Ilastings realizo surh stums this past year?
wsill say that Bl, in such a case, is subjected to quise As ta the putiwtg WhichI "E. M." seems ta make suchb
wuffleientisalvantage in hias ing lhis crops hable ta a bugbear Qr, 1 admit it is not a job for kid gloves,
be trespassed upon by A in cleaning out htis drains. but i have hoard inany respectable farmens statethat
Iloping that lte public mind May bo prepared for they wouldi mnuch rather pull il than cut it (even
an amondmaènt of the law, althongh the flar-nill owner would .takd It In that

I am, youns, &c., shape, which he canutiot) as the %Velkht of the roots
Fullarton, Dec. 26th, 1864. D. McPIAIL. pays for the extra labour, and they got their land

thoroughly cleaned, and ready for a second crop,
which, if the flax is off by the last week in July or so,
as it eau bo by cearly sowing, thera is plenty of time
for turnips, ryo or buckwheat.

" E. M." fuirther states that ha prfers adhering ta
his favourite crop, " hay," as ho can get nt least an
equal weight per acre and the samte price. I notico
by the Globe th4t at a meeting heli lately in Tor-
onto, il vas stated that 3 tons of straw and seed per
acre wvas considered an averago crop of flax il a good
scason. This, at $11, woutid be $42, or at $15-the
price paid in numbers of cases at the flai-mill bore
for a really gooi quality-would ho $45. Will the
hay crop yield this sun ? But I have known 4 tona
per acre grown in the township of Thurlow beforo
there was a flax-mill here at al. It is not everyyear
that bay brings $14 a ton. Probal ly "E M.'' will
remnember when hay was soii in Belleville for about
S6 a ton; and it is not impossiblo that bay may tend
sn that direction again beforo rnany years, altbougb
Il is to bo hoped iL will not,

As ta the absurdity of comparison which "E. M."
attemptis to draw in alluding ta the harvesting of
wvheat versus flax, I really canneot se it, unless the
matter be turned the other way. I suspect the fullest
and most solid explanation of "harvesting" a crop
is when the money is barvested in one's pockets la
the shortest time possible. With wheat it has to be
cut, bound up in sheaves, driven ta the barn, thon
throshed and cleaned, then driven ta a market, uni-
versally an uncertain one (as ta prices), because
about the most speculative business in the world.

With flax, wshen it is pulled and proporlywinnowed
on the field for a few days in hot dry weather, it has
simply ta b boun lp in moderately-sized sheaves
and taken direct ta the flax-mill, where, for a good
article, the price is known beforehand, ant what is
probably of still greater moment, in many cases, itis
about the tirst money in the shape of a crop that the
farmer cati lay bis hands on. I fear I . -a trans.
gressed in sending you so lengthy an artiea, but I
trust the importance of the subject in question
will bu a sufUicient apology, as it is very desirablo ta
sec tic cultivation of the fiar plant carried out as
successfulty as possible, it being the first stcp ta-
wards gettiag linon manufactories and oil-cake mille
in our midst.

In conclusion, thon, I must confess I eau seo no
justifiable reason whatever in " E. M's" bringing bis
embryo grievance so hastily befora the public, cx-
cept it be that memory still painfully reminds him of
thu toilsome days he had li jerking ont bis 188 lb.
crop from mother earth. These idays we mayassume
ta b 21, and I would also have the charity ta include
the field tine of two stout hanses, necessry ta collect
this burden.

CANDOUR.
Thurlow, Co. af Hastings, C. W.,

18th January, 1865.

Why ledge RoWS are sayce in Canada,"
To tie Edilor of Tau CàN.m Fmisn.:

Sî,-I an sorry that your correspondent "A
Farmer," et Port Oshawa, should bo annoyed et my
having written of bis class "as too lazy and short-
sighted ta give the subject of bedge-rows attention."
I do not withdraw the imputation, though it is pos-
sible that I may have verv " imperfect conceptions
about the shrub," available hera for the purpose
indicatei. I think otherwise! 1 have had forty-five
years' experience as a farmer at home, and have bee
and am a proprietor of hedge-rows, and these fences
have cousisted of the much-estcemed hawthorn, becch,
and hornbeam. To the first of these, the English land-
owner and farmer give the preference, and I will
state the reasans hercafter.

Sinco I have commenced writing ta you about
hedge.rows, I have met with a lecture deliverei nine
years ego, by a thet farner, now the Provincial
Secretary, the lion. W. McDougall, M. P. P. I think
you would do "thewholeclass offarmers in Canada"
a great kindness, if you would re-produco at ie-
tervals, the interesting and instructive lecture.

To evoke somae opinions upon this point, daily
becoming of more interest, as the materiala for
making the hideous snake-fence are fast disappearing,
and for which a substituto must bo found, I suggest
te yoe ta begin with the very questions subamittei to
the farmers of Upper Canada, by Mr. MaDougall.
They appear to me to exhaust tho whole subject
lero they are -

1865.


