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The Carolina Duxck.
The Carolina Duck, also called the Simmtter Duck or

Wood Duck of Anerica, is the most beautiftl of alil our
native ducks and iis ontly equalled by the 'Mandarin DuckZ.
lt both varieties the drake possesses a beautiful crest. but
the Carolina is bereft of the aingular faits which give so
peculiar an appearanco to the Mandarin. The Carolina
Duck is but seldous se un the northern part of this con-
tinent, and thon only during the sttumer months. It is,
however, familiarly knowni ii the United States fron Flor.
ida to Lake Ontario.

It rarcly visite the sea shiore or salt mtaraies, its favorite
haunts being the solitary deep and nuddy crecks, pends
and mill.dains of the interior, making it nest sometimes
in the old lollow trec that overhangs the water, ience it
is sometimes called the Wood Duck. It is also called the
Summner Duck becatse of its remaing witi uts during the

tummer. It may occasionally be sect in the winter in
the states south of the Potomac, and instances are min-
tioned of their having becn met wvitht in January in a creck
near Petersburg, in Virginia. It is alo stated that in
Pennsylvania the female begins to lay late in Aptril or early
in 3ay. lia Mexico and many of the West Indian laînds
it la equally known. It breeds fi ciiifexico to the Coluîm.
bia river, and castwardly to Nova Scotia.

There is no fixet standard il regard te the wcight orsize
of the domesticated Carolinas, sote prefer then as smtall
as possible, vhile others prefer a good big bird, soute of
the most extensive breeders are of the opinion that size
should have nothing to do witi the judging, but prizes
should be given to birds the clearest and most brilhant iln
color, incliniing however to the smtallness in size. Others
again are in favor of I.rgeiess in size, and think as time
goes on for practical reasonts this latter will comle most into
favor. One of the most successful exhibitors of this breed,
Mr. Mattiew Leno, gives the follomvng desraption of
them, whiclt we taike fromt Wriglt's " Book of Potltry."

"l The Carohana or Sumnmer Duck as a native of North
Anerica. It as certaimly one of the mîost beautiful speci-
mens of ornamental water.fowl, and no poultry show is
completo without it, wheore, if in full plumage, it ntever
fails tW have plenty of admirers. It is said rarcly to visit
the sea.shore, and mii its habis to e snunewhat solitary,
wluile aise strictly nonogamous. It is usually scen flying
sigily or in pairs. The note of the male is like the
syllables trtut, pect pl The adult traite lias a red bill mar.
gined with black nearly tu the tip, wvith a spot of blaci
between the nostrils, and a sort of hooked niail at the ex.
treme point. Tho irides of the cycs arc orange red. The
crown, front of the ead, and pendent erest are a rich
glossy bronze green, chauging into violet to finish off, and
beautifully marked with a lino of pure white runnig from
the upper mandible over the eye, witlh another band of
white procceding from behind the oye ; and both minglng
their long plumes with the green and violet of the crest,
produce a very strikiag appearance. The troat and a
kind of coUar in front of the neck are pure white, curvng
up in the foras of a crescent nearly to behind the oye. 'the
cheeks and side of the upper neck are violet, the breast
dark brown or chestnut tînged with violet (wo should Cali
it claret coler), anti markedt with snal wltite spots, Vhiîîcht
inerese in size it tlicy reaclh the white of the bclly. Each
aide of tho breast at the sioulder, bas a largo crescent of
wni.to shadod by a broader one of decep black imnediately
behind it. Tho sides of the body, under the vings, are
thickly unarkei with fine unlulating parrallellines o black,
over a ground of yellowislh drab, the flanks being orna-
mented with broad semi-circular bands or stripes cf wite
shadedi with bltack. The sites of the vent are ligit violet;
tha tail coverts long, of a iair liko texture at the aides,
an in colo,, of a deep black tingod witlh yellow. The
back is dusky bronze tmsgetd with green ; acapulars blackisht
green and purple, tail tapering, and black glossei with
green above, dusky below ; wing.spot, a speculum, blue
and green, legs and £cetyellowish red, witli strong iooked
claws. About Junie tho plumago chansges to ncarly the
saine color as the femnale, the drake assuining lis brilliat
dcres in Septemlber. Tho iead cf the duek alseo as as samall
cret. Bohind th eye is a bar of white, the chin ant ihroat

alsoboing whito. The ad antilneck are a dark tira;
brcat a duskly broin îaarkcdtritlt tvltitc spots ; backi Atau
part of the wings dark glossy bronze brown. hlie brighter
the reflections of gold and green over the duck, the more
she is esteemuetd in value. Site las a wing.spot liko the
male but nut se briglt. The iests of the duck, when wild,
are mostly built in the hollow of a tree, whitence the naime
of Wood Duck freqauenttly given to themî. The nesttng
time is April, MIay, and June ; the eggs are of an oval
shapo, and neiarly resenblo polislted ivory in color. It is
a singular fact, but well esltablisled, that whn lithe young
are hatched, the parent carries thetn down to the water
froma the trec. The Carolinas bear confinement very well;
they are now kept by mauy fanciers, and I think nothing
cen be prettier on a piece of ornanental water ta those
sltnidid birds. They vill, however, only breed in confine-
mttent under very favorable circumstance.q, and great care
ta then nccessary to protect tihcn front rats anid other
vermini." Tu which 'r. Wright adls:

" With regard to the Caroliia Dtck flyinag it pairs, teite
is somte difIerence of opinion mitong naturalists, Wilson
states the imatter so in his •Atmericati Ornithology ' ; but
Atudubon, who in suci inatters is generally preferable, ex.
presses dowirigit astoitislment at suci a statement, and
assures lis readers that ie lias actually accu hundreds in a
single flock, and has known fifteen to be killed by one
shot. lie also gives some interestiig particulars I" its
habits. The flight, ie says, is remariable for case and
Clegance, and the bird passes through the woods with al-
most the facility of a pigeon, and makinglittle orno noise
from its vings. Incubation lasts twenty.five days, and is
generally carriel on as stated by NIr. Leo, in aome hote
of a tree, during whicl tim the drakejoins the other males
and roaens iti tieir coipany over adjoining laktes. When
hatched, Audubon states that,-' if the tnt is laced limi.
iediately over the water, tlie young seranible to the month

of the liol, launch into the air with their little vings anti
feet spread out sd drop into tlicir favorite elcetent; ult
wienever their birth place is at somne distance front it, the
mother carres thein to it one by one in ier ill, bolding
themn so as iot to injure their tender frames. On several
occasions, holwever, when the hole vas thirty, forty, or
more yards from a pool or other piece of water, I observed
the mother suffered the y uing to fall oi the grasses or
dried Icaves beneatl the trees, and afterwaris tl thet to
the edge of the iearest pool or crek.' Wilson was tolti
Iy an oye witness that lae hau seen a Carhuna Duek carr%
dwn thtirteen young ones frot lier nest to the ground
within teni minutes. Site manlaged it by sezlg one at a
time viVit lier illi, by the ving or back of the neck,* and
thus bearintg licn to the foot of the tree, froi which sie
led thei to the watcr."

This beautiftil bird is easily donesticated, and, it ta
stated, soon becones se faimiliaras to permit one to stroke
its back with the hand. A writer in the PclM says:-

M.y Wood Ducks, thouglh pinionedi arc nut only uncon.
fined by vire netting, but allowed to range at large in an
open part, and on ain open stream, without any fence or
enclosure that wvould prevent them waandcring over the
whole country, if su inohued ; they are, moreover, close te
an unnclosed vood of somo five and thirty acres, butnever
wander far, and are seldom out cisigit of thelouse. They
have no shelter beyond that of trecs and bushes for thrce
years past, ught or day, sutmmler and wmnter, and, in spite
of the frost and snov of Aberdcnsllire seem as contentel
in the one seasont as in the other. In the eveniig they
genterally wansder rapiy over telawnsin searcht of sings,
insects and woruis, w iich titey devour greedily : they os
appcar to fint a goodi dal of iuntie fond in te bed and

katits of the stream. and, with the exception of a snall
supp1y of barlcy brouglt cvcry cvenisg at a certain hour
by the aine keeper (whose comtng tiy wastci for with
extraori mary punctuality) are icit to shift for thtemitselves.
The Wood Duck evidently prefers the vicini of man,
and is, I believe, ono of the tnot easily doin catel o!
ducks."

Mr. llcwitt states thait bis oxperience of both 'Mandarin
and CaroIna Ducks is, that they vc considerabl uncrease
in size astileybecomequitetlainea tioinesticatcl ,antithat
tis remank atlies eqally lo boh sexes. He fuirther states
that ho hall il, 871 a pair of Carolinas of vhicih the duck
hai invariably laid during the tast seveni years-a stron
proof of both iongevity anti doing well in continement, ani
adIs that lie never knew of his own knowledgc a pair of
very smnall bris- andarinsor Carolinas -bret at ail,
tunti tîno hat renderel thcm reconciledi te their new
Situation.
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August Management of Bees.

lit mnany localities flowers begin to fail this month and
bec pasture becones scarce. opening hives and remloving
surplus honcy uhould ioUw be done carly in the mtorning or
on a cool day. Expose the honey as lttie as possible to
tempt the becs. When flowers begin to fail is the time of
greatest danger from robbing. The entrance to ail weak
colonies shouli be so contracted that tley can defend
tlemselves. (One ounce of prevention, in this respcct, is
worth a poutnd of Cured.

Boxes nearly lled viti clover honey may bec renoved
before buekwhitat honey-whih is dnrker-is tored with
it. If any stock' eould be quecnless, now is a good tinte
to suipply the delicienlcy. Examine a few of the centre
comtbs and if they contain cgs all is vell ; if not, give
themu a combui fron another stock containing newly.lItid
eggs ant they vill soon rcar a queen.

Early sown Iu-kwhteat. wîiIl produce honcy the last of
this nonth, winch often causes swarmuing. A buckwheat
swarn, if properly cared for, is as prodtctiveasany. leces
are more irritable this and the succcding inonth than any
other period of the year. Ail tunid or fema fuIl npiariass
should be proviticd with a bec hat and ftmtigator-tie
former costing only 75 cents and the latter 30 cnts--
which vil ettable thenm to control the becs at their
iletastre, and makesuch examiniationsas mnay be necessary
without fear. it handinggreat care should be taken not
to jar them in anty w-ay, ani prevent the putrid breati
tisclarged fron the lungs fron going anong them, ab it
has a tendeney to irritate thent. Wien once aroused by
bad treatment, lthey are restless for some time afterwards-
Prdctcial Farmer.

How to Prepare Comb Honey for Market.

31ake a strong case of rougi buards 1 inshape to suit the
box<cs, the wei %t lu hn illed nut tu e.ced 200 lbs.

Prepar thebxus bymsig d ao til.bt as punbtle, su
that should anly breakagt us>t, 1t%. u l be lt the
ptackage.

Pack the boxes cither il thue origal Position as tilled
Iy the becs or inverted ; never ten the aide (pr end.

Make all tlrn within the case ; 10kent tecdel, drive n a
rough wedge.

When this is comp-lctCd, fastei sectrcly ncar the topon
etch side of the case a strip four inches by ute, projectg
cight inches at eaci cnd, to serve the p I : handlng

in% carrying, and pievent its being turned . - t or utltr-
wise roughly hanltted.

.Mark plainly un the coler, " Hney-ts le np iahm
care."

We pirefer to return ail packages, for th folluumàttj
reasons:

The producer generall3 n.iss htis qapbo. wlhitn new%
and dry, and deducts the samte as tare weini selltîtg. The
buyer purchtases net weigbt, and after cuttng out tle
honey finds that aci box weigls from cigit tu twelvt
untites more than the tare allowed tim. Thrs dtffercnce

is alnost certain to cause dissatsfaction on the part of
cither the buyer or seller.

We take the box apart carcfully, and fasten the severmi
pieces togethter vitl a nail or cord.

W'hnct packed in a case antd shippad mi this nanncr the
freiglit seldoin exccels two cents ier box. Tlis packages
vlcn wanted for use, have only to bc tacked togethîer, and'

they are equally as good as new ones costiag froma ten to
fiftcen cents cach.

'We refer to the box mnost conmoly used (and really
the most profitable for the bec-keeper), made of î inch
stuff, 14 iniches long by 6 inches square, contaning front
12 te 15 pounds of boncy.-Cor. A ncrkani Bec Journal.

lrîclA\ V AnrETIE.S OF rH lo0'EYBEL-It às the
opimion of sone American Apiarians that the great differ-
ences of climate, natural tendcney to variation and sport,
lias produced in the United States distinct varietics of the
honey-bec as dissinlar as the Italian and our ceaoto bec.
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