
B. C. MINING CRITIC.

THE BRIDGE RIVER DISTRICT.

The Bend Or group of claims, re-
cently acquired by 3essrsi. McKinnon,
Itobertson and Noel, from the locators,
two young half-breeds, named Burns
and Cargill, consiste of two claims

nctiown ns the Little Joe and White
Crow. This group li stuated about
60 miles from Lillooet, lying ln a south
westerly direction on Cadwallader
Creek, whicI s a tributary of Bridge
River. L.eaving Lillnoet for the claims
the traveller must follow the wagon
road for two miles te Scaton Lake and
hlience cross the lake by canoe ta

Mission Landing. or if he prefers it,
travel around the lake by trail. The
water route le twelve miles distance

iad the trail route fourteen miles.
J.caving the lake one must continue ln
a westerly direction. pass over the
summit of Mission mountain, a dis-
tance of flve miles, descending to
Jack's Landing. Bridge River, then
follow Bridge Itiver for a distance of
3 miles ln a south-westerly direction,
next up the south fork of Bridge River,
a distance of about seven miles to Cad-
wallader Creek. The Provincial Gov-
crnment has built a trait to the camp
and it is stated that a wagon road will
be completed early next spring from
Seaton Lake to Cadwallader Creck. It
takes three days to travel this route
on horseback from Lillooet.

Evidence of the importance of these
discoveries can be noted by the fact
that three different locations are now
rccorded for townsites. two on the
south fork of Bridge River and one
below the Bend Or group on Cadwalla-
der Creek.

The claais of known value are the
Bend Or group of claims, the Ida May.
a group of two claims, owned by the
Alpha Bell Co., and one fractional
claim, between the .Bend Or and Ida
May. As ta the district in general,
Mr. P. Soues, Gold Commissioner,
writes as follows in bis annual report:
"Bridge River-eReferring ta the very
imperfect Provincial map. a Une drawn
from the junction of Big River with
Fraser River, ta the head waters of
Jervis Inlet, would form-the centre of
the locality to which my remarks will
refer. Prom a persopai residence of
34 years in the district of Pemberton.
Lillooet and- Ciaton and durlng the
whole of that time with exceptional
cpportunities to learn the amount of
gold obtained and the localities, I may
be supposed qualified ta deal with the
matter intelligently and correctly. In
the decade ending 1869 official publie
reports with regard ta rilnes and min-
Ing In this district are conspleuous on-
Iy by their-absence. The early miner
into this Province, 1859-60, .worked
their way up the Fraser River; testing
ail thé tributaries for gold. Bridge
River In those years was located and
worked and frot that Uie on ta the
present by white; Indian and Chinese
miners, year by year, with varying
success. The richest finds and richest
nuggets were obtained ln the decade
referred to. For the decade ending
» 179 we have officiaI mintng statistics
commencing in 1874, t soie of which
annual reports, place bas been found
for Lillooet district and the estimated
returns. In others. the district bas
been entirely' ignored.
.PFrom 1860 ta -the discovery -of
Cayoosh Creek, Bridge River bas been
the principal source of the gold ob-
talned. ln. the. al-1 niercéitIle' books
of Mr. S'mith, Mr. Foster aid the other
traders doing business in Lillooet ln
the sixties and the records of the now
simost forgotten Piétand Nelson 'xi

press line for carrylng express nnd
treaisure between Victoria and Lillooet.
could b examined, the result would
be a very strlking array of figures of
the amount of gold oltained fromn
Bridge tiver' and the Frîaser' hîenhtîes
and bat's In the t inieiicttati lighbr-
hood of .lltotet. ii the ent·ly sixtit
the prtielpal workings weie ftomi it,
inouth to the iaid of Deep C'i,' oi,
frton'whicl tlh point the ilvrii. '
through a long ma'.r:nsh'y section some
f1fty miles. Tie river led bo.re lis a
smooth', sandy, wItt Éline gîtivl. in
whici only ilne oloit have buen fIl.iui.l
Above this strtcIl TyaUghton Cr. k
has produ'ed considerabîle coaise g.ld.
Young Creek so far.has produtced unly
fine gold ln a liiltei quiaiitytî'. C.
gold is here found on Cadwalid, r
Creek and the South Fork. Ir. A.
W. Smith showed me sautples tif O a..
of very coarse gold. wlich lie boiglit
from an Indian last weelç. whose clain
lI locnted at a point nhoe Gun Crett .
The valley of the Dr!dge liver fer a
considerable distance Is paralleled by
the valley in whtehi are situated S..t-
ton Lake and Anderson Late aind at
one point on Staton Laite the itance
to Bridge Etiver at Jaelc'si Landing li
only about 6 miles. The division be-
tween these two valleys is a high and
much bro<en up ridge of mouitains
with numerous streams (not sliowi on
the Provincial map) falling Into the
above named lakes.

"It will be noted fromt the fore7oin.-
orlef and imperfect remarksi that
Bridge River and its tributarles lav:
been in places hlghly auriferous N'tli
a possible barren zone above the decp
canyon and further that it lias a wide
spread surroundinîg nt' miniieralf.ed
rocks. The gold fotind ln the river is
unnistakeatbly dliffierit te that futind
cn the Fraser River bars and benches
and in fortm and size of the pieces
bears a strong rescinlance to the
gold found in the placer vorlings in
Bendigo, Victoria, in the early fifties.
with this difference that l31idge RIver
gold shows much more recel. release
trom its rocky matrIx, an fact at least
one-third of the pieces still liold tilt-
bedded pleces of quartz.

In other lands placer mining has
with few exceptions, whether in wide
areas of alluvial deposits, ln ancient or
modern river beds. led up ta the dis-
cfovery of thé rocky matrix frot
which the alluvial gold was obtainted.
Placer deposits in a few years led ta
the discovery of the famous Coistock
Iode. Placer deposit located the Tread-
.vei mine on Douglas Island. The
fabulously rich placer mines of Bal-
larat and Bendigo, dîscoverei in 1551.
ln two years located the reefs. soie
of whilh Bendigo have "lîved down"
over 5,000 feet and have continued
working for over forty ycars. Tte
experience on Cayoosh Creek shows
that ln little more than one year the
matrix of ait last a portion of the
gold tound ln the creek will b located.

In the above report Mir. Soucs has
given a sketch of properties on Bridge
River, which have added to the golden
wealth of the district and province for
parently the past 26 years and now
the recent discoverIes of the Bend Or
and Ida May groups of claims have
apparently demonstrated whence mucli
c the supply cores. It is a mtorcover
ioted fact that for every dollar ob-
tained fromt the bed of Cayoosh Creek
twenty dollârs have been taken froi
'Bridgé River and the rich quartz
ledges recently discovered have un-
doubtedly furnished the supply that
bas been gathered from lis earliest
history.

l'il[' ATHIABASCA.

1Thu f l' , hI Is a iniitary f tithe
r*ti-ort. Ji, t lswuo,I of the Athabascal

olIId \linIng Co.:
Ne\len. l. C.. Oct. 25. 1S97.

Tim Ath A -A .liLA:ning Contplanly,

r.intlen' n. -- Th re are at present
- f .:s.f ini s, 110 feet of

thafts. .ndl ahmt WSO feet of strippig
("0 fe et Lf u i, h h.1s been iupon ledges
thl ba' Itu- c , -. g In the nature 0f

' s tl i . >), br .. 1. s u h Ih tîhere lis alt
, un iut 30 f t I.ug by 12 feet hight,

i ,4 1 all.1 ujaui e, stupe:q, etc.
The ' îk 1.- ilscle'd :nuvrîal

hi' i ' " , .q Itent grade. a-
though~l c *us.d ,IaL 'ilk u.li be re-

u'.i t3 da I .1.a ta.e bodies sulli-
(1. atly -)p a s eieas

Uptit hI iaàn ltdge Is a lui-
nI ·. 5 fet and a u l:îze GS feet. ut the

nti m f %%hlu. h <s a dirift 16
titi, thui uinze aid drift being in ore

,, 1limihes wdassays of which,
at a deth uf GS feet, gave $101.60 per
tui li gold. Ojeratin on the drift
hi. e n suspendeid, onlg to bad
,!r aid samu of water, and before

itliundag, a i ments vlill have to
h>' mail. fur ltuisLitig, ether by steam
o' hce puner. There arc also two
I ulais fithie titunneltô tothe surface
and( considetable stoping hans been
donc:and oie ineitd frot 4hls ledge.
South of tithis Io feet, a great deal of
woik hias bet:n dune, consisting of 14i
ft.ct of tunnels, 3U £eet of drifts, etc.
Vtijy ilch oie lias been found here,
se.verail shipmnents having averaged
1,100 per toi. Seveity-live feet east of
tie mainî ledge. aunother ledge has been
strippeîcd aboit 110 £cet, showing six
to 1. inches of quartz. One hundred
feet west of the main ledge, a stripping
of about 50 cet lias been made on
about 10 Incies of quartz. About 300
feet west of the main ledge, a discov-
ery has been made this mnonth of a
very line loolinîg ledge, about 10 inches
wilde viere opencid, which is now be-
ing strilppe)d. We intend to do soie
'an'rc upon this showing at once, as it
hi very promising. and may, with a lit-
ti.. work, develop ito as vahtable a
prolucer a the ledges now worked.
wmkeuîicd.

All the above work bas been donc
utpon the Athabasca clatim.

Upon the Aiguila claim there has
been about 70 feet or stripping on the
ledge, wlhli ruilb in size from a to 30
lilcits but as this ore (as also that
un the Athabasca ledged stripped as
above) L, of a millling char-
at ter, moo extended work has been
defcrred until milling faclitIs are
nrovilded.

No wor k lias been donc on 'either
tite Alberta or Maniltoba claims, but
theic are on these claims, and on the
Atlh.abaca and the Algoita, several
LAdUtiolnaîal t.\pisures of quartz that
have not yet been linvestigated. Ali
the exposues nentioned carry'free
gold, more or less.

The .nm."iaîîlîzrrly woric ot building
cabins, trail, etc.. was mentionedi ln
my report tn July last. Since'then
the survey of the property .bas
beecin completed, anda Croivn grant is
ns.w being advertised for. The number
of men employed has ranged .from 10
to.27.

Our shipments to the Hall**Mines
sielter have given returns (grossY as
follows: 16 1-2 tons. $76.20 per ton;
17 tons, $75.56 -per ton: 18 tons, $26.66
Ver ton; 18 3-4 tons, $26.45 per ton;- 21

. tcns, $74.36 per ton, 19 ton$.#4L11er


