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THE LAST DAY OF THE YEAR: -
The last December tivilight darkens slowly,
With farewell pathos over sca and shore,
Ere long the Old Year willhave vanished wholly,
-7 “Asacred nevermore,

“So full of days!—glad days, when love unravelled

*~ Al tanglesof existence with a smile, )

When rosebuds opened in the path we travelled,
And birds sang all tho while;

Sad days, wherein, with anguish soro-uplifted,
Our prayers asked life for one love could not

saves s
Alas! through summer rains the rose leaves

- drifted _
- Into an open grave.

Dark days, lived through, yet still our own. to
ponder, o ) :
Unchangeable as only past things are,
Their endings here are God’s beginnings yondoer,
) He keeps both near and far, :

Oh to liveso that any day with meetness
Might be the prelude to the life on high,
To make cach spoken word, in truth and sweet-
ness, ' )
Fit for alast good-bye.

For the night cometh, with its swift resigning,
" Itsone step through the silenco safely trod,
And then the glad New Year for- ever shining
Upon the hillsof God!
—Mary Rowles, *
. - .
DEAF-MUTE EDUCATION. .

A modern theory, through which the
condition of deaf-nutes has been wonder-
fully changed, acts upon the supposition
that such afflicted persons are mute only
because -they are deaf. There is no defect
in the voeal organs, but the fact that no
sounds can be heard led to the supposition
that they cannot Dbe imitated: -Science,
however, has at last succeeded in remedy-
ing so serious o difficulty. -Speech is ne-
complished both by the motion of the lips
and ‘the vibration of the throat. = Sight
will give us intelligence in regard to the
first, and touch should supply knowledge
. of the second. o

In beginning to teach deaf-mutes the art
of speech, they are first placed before o
mivror, and taught to form with their lips
the different vowel sounds used,in speaking.
But this is not all. Sounds are produced
not only by thelips, but by the lavynx, the
vibration of which is strongest in tho region
known asthe “ Adam’sapple.” -The pupil
places his finger upon his master’s throat,
while that vibration is going on, and then,

Then, when lo is in possession of these
olements of speech, lie hasonly to combine
them, in order to produce syllables, words
and phrases.

The course of instruction is not, how-
ever, a very rapid one, since a series of
cxercises known as the preparatory period
has first to be accomplished. It isan in-
teresting fact that, before learning to speak,

have to be so exevcised as to be in a state
of rendiness to operate.-

Each inspiration draws into_ the lungs an
average of thirty cubie inches of air, but in
speaking, ableast ono hundred and twenty
cubic inches are used. The -denf-mute
must, of course, be taught to inhale a suf-
ficient quantity of air, and to regulate re-
gpiration, otherwise, his air supply would
fail, and his speech become jerky and dis-
agreenble. .

Tf the larynx, ‘alse, weore not given pre-
limindry exercise, the spoken word might
be feeblo or discordant, while the tongue,
unaccustomed to any work but that of
managing the food, must learn to accommo-
diito itself to a different set of motions,

The lips of denf-mutes are always far less
supple than those of persons normally de-
veloped, and consequéntly require syste-
matic excrcise. Tho eyes do not need to
be taught keenness,. as they have always
been on the wabch, . to supply: information
usually furnished by hearing; but they are
taught to attain greater power of fixedness,
that tho attention may-bo concentrated
without diversion upon the lips of -any per-
son speaking. cEo L

touch is less delicate in the deaf-mute than
special exercise, : :
—_— -
_ GERMANY_’S DRINK: BILL.
Germany’s own papers and statistics re-
fute the olaim that littlo: drinkenness ex-
ists in that heer-laving country.... Witness

‘touching his own, strives to imitate it

the lungs, larynx, tongue, lips and cyes

It has beeni observed. thatthe sonse of

in other children, and this, dlso, demands

the following current item from the Ger-
man press: “‘Germany annually spends
430,000,000 marks for its army, but not
much less for its alcoholic drinks,” which
cost -406,000,000 marks. - Statistics show
that the intemperate class furnishies thirty
percent of all the insane, fifty percent- of
all the poor, And seventy percent of all the

v A HAPPY NEW YEAR.

That the Northern Messenger is a wel-
como and cagerly-looked for- visitor in
thousands of homes in all parts of the
country we have long received strong evi-
dence. Az nnother New Year comes
around, wo again thank our readers one
and all for their words of appreciation and
for their active help; and assure them that
this year, as in the past, every effort will
be made to continue to deserve their good
wishes.  We aro determined that this year
the Northern Meéssenger shall reach. thou-
gands more people than it has ever reached
before, and again ask the co-operation
of -our friends. If only one in each
family into which the Messenger goes
will undertake to show it to another
family who do not ‘yet get it this will be
accomplished in a very short time. The
Northern Messenger has long been known
as tho :best paper for the price in the
country and wo hope this'year to make
it botter than cver. TFor .the special in-
ducements offered just now to our workers,
we refer them . to items elsewhere in
this page. If any have not yet renewed
their subscription for this year we would
urge them to do so at once so that they
may be able to preserve their file complete.
To all our old friends, and to all the new
who aro coming, we tender our heartiest
holiday greetings and our sincerest -wishes
for A Flarry Nrw YEAR, )

- -——
MESSENGER OTFERS.
BOOKS, READY MONEY AND PICTURES FOR
"o ‘“MESSENGER” READERS.

The Messenger is doing well this year.
Its readers say it is moro interesting than
it ever was before. Wo think fhey are
right. But we want it to be more in-
teresting still and are devising means to
make it s0. You can, help by sending us
many new subscribers. We have very
many now, but we want to reach more—
thousands more. And overy worker for
tho Messenger will be doubly paid. TFirst,
by obtaining valuable premiums for his
offort ; secondly, and niuch better, by
knowing that he is placing in the hands of
others a paper whose whole influence 1s
beneficial. This is something well worth
working for. :

And now wo want to make an interesting
new snnouncement. Every old subscriber
who sends six subscriptions tothe Messenger

nailed, « postaze  free, any book in the
TTome and Club circulating library cata-
logue or any one of the bound Pansy
Library. If ho sends eleven subscriptions
ho will receive two of these books.”

The demand for the Pansy stories has
been very great, and wo have decided to
encourage it still more by sending the
hound copies, postage free, for thirty cents
each to any subscriber of the Meszenger.

Any one who collects ten cents in pay-
ment of & bond fide new subscription of the
Northern, Messenger for three months may
send us the address with five cents and the
Notthern Messenger will be duly sent for
the time mentioned,. tho objcet being to
get tho paperinto o' vew family. . =
© - Any old subscriber to thé Northern Mes-
senger who, on remitting his ovwn subscrip-
tion, can geta newsubscriber toTemit with
him. in the one'envelope can have the-two
papers for a year at twonty-fivo cents each.

.| Further, new subscriptions sent with the

subscription of an old subscriber will bo
takon at tho same rate of twenty-five cents

ench.

criminals,”—National 7. O’..T, U. Bulletin. |-

Vicar of Wakeileld.............. Oliver Goldsmith
Ivanhot. . .vceiiserreserorsonnoncinees ‘Walter Scott
Guy Mannering..ooeeeeeaes . *
Waverley. vovesseeecienaes ¢

Rob Roy......... .. o

The ADDOb. .. .uvzeceroen ¢ .
Crown of Wild Olives... ...John Ruskin
Lthicsof the Dust....... e
Sesane and Lilies....... ‘
Frederick the Great and Mulbach
Herocs and Hero Worship Carlylc
Sartor Resartus......... “
Lays of the Scottish Cav J.‘Avtoun
Mistress and Maid........ .. Miss Mulock
Mill on the Floss.. ..Georgo Tliot:
The Monastery.. Walter Scott
Two Ycars Befor P 11} 1111
Brict Biographics. vveee.nSamuel Smiles
Self Help......... etriieiteresaions . ]
Viee Versa eevernerieeaeiereons ,..F. Anstey
Bonaparte......... LTI I DePuy
Burke on the Sublime and Beautiful........... e
The Pilgrim’s Progress....... . .John Bunyan

old or new, at 30 cents each, will have’

'Anyono who collects tiventy cents inpay-|

ment of the subscription of & bona fide new
subscriber to the Weckly Witness for'three
months may- send us the address with.ten
cents, and the Weekly Witness will be duly’
sentto such address for the time mentioned,
the object being to get the paper.into a
new family, ST

A permanent home library o' a club cir-
culating - library of a hundred volumes,
more or Jess, can be obtained only by sub-
seribers to the Witness and Northern Mes-
senger on the remarkable. terms below.
The books are nicely printed, and hand-
somely bound in cloth, and many of them.
fully illustrated. They are unabridged,
and commonly sold at 75 cents each. A
catalogue of these works appears below..
To subscribors to the Messenger who send
in their renewal or new subscriptions be-
fore the close of this year, they will be
forwarded postage free for forty centseach
in addition to the usual subscription prico
of the Witness or Messenger.

Tach old subscriber to the Messeiger who
sends a now- subscription to the Weekly
Witness with his renewal.of the-Messenger,
abt $1.30 for the two, will receive frec any
hoolk he may choose frum the list below. -

HOME AND CLUB CIRCULATING LIBRARY
CATALOGUE. PRICE, 40 CENTS.
Tom Brown's School Days....... Thomas Hughes
Tom Brown at Oxford........... o
Captains of Great Roman Republie.,....,..... .
e eeeeesesrasesreersenes Henry Willinm Herbert
Trving's Sketeh Book......... Washington Irving
Knickerbocker....... ves oo .
Alhambra..........

Astorin,,........0000

“
a“*

20,000 Leagues under the Sca, .
Tour of the World in Eighty Day
The Mysterious Island.........
Michacl Strogoft...... veevees
The Giant Rafb,.cooovevenen
John Halifax, Gentleman...
Young Mrs. Jardine.........
Cobwcbs and Cables..
Through a Needle's Eye.....
Hester Morley's Promiso......
In Prison and (011 PN
Bede's Charity..oeveecieennns
Life of nelson.......
George Eliot's. ..
Goldsmith's. ,...
Fitzgreeno Halle
Kings'l(‘:y's. .

..Jules Verne
“ [T

Willis's, .
Ingelow
Mrs, Browning's...ooooveennininn
Tobert Brownings......ivceueet
Bryant's...... ... .
Tennyson’s
Milton's i
Campbell's.....oooreiviennnes e
Lay s of Ancient Rome........ooonee Macaulay
Mark Scaworthie.e.ceeoeeeeenn W, H, G. Kingston
Peter the Whaler,............ y
Captains of the Old World........ . W. Herbert
History of FranCe.c.cveeviviiirsinnnns sons Yonge
’ Germany... .e.r.. Yonge
Hypatin,......... eerteseneesreenas ..Kingsley
Houschold Bogk of Wit and Humor
Imitation of Christ... ..........
Young Folks Book of Birds.
Young Folks' Natural Flistor,
Kidnapped......
Cressy’s Buttles,
Diseases of the I
Life of Franklin..
Andersen’s Fairy T:
ZAisop’s Fables,........

.

'S

Robingon Crusot,......... .
Swiss Family Robinson........
Tasso's Jerusalem Delivered......
T'oxc’s Book of Martyrs.........

, —— .
- THE PANSY LIBRARY.

The English . edition, with about 350
pages each book, very. handsomely bound
in¢éloth, large clear type.

. 1, Feur,Girls ot Chautaunqua.

-9, Little Fishers and Their Nets,

3. Threo Pcople. o
4, Teholng and Re-echoing.
5. Christic’s Christmas,
6. Divers Women, |
- %7 Spunfrom Fact, ° )
8. The Chauhmq[\m Girls at Home
9. The Pocket Mensure, ,

10. Julia Reid, :
11, Wisc and Otherwise, . -

"

13. Linksin Rebecea's Life.
14, Interrupted, . -
15. The Master Hand. E
.16, An Endless Chain, S
1t Ester Reido. v s
18, Tster Reid Yet Speaking.
*19,Tho Man of tho House.” " |
.~ 90, Ruth Ergkine’s Crosses, ' - -
21, Household Puzzles,” .-

192, Those Boys, - .*
23. Modern Prophets,
24, The Randolphs, ", .. .. " " N
25, Mrs. Solomon Smith LookingOn,, -+
2, ¥From Different Standpoints. ..~

_2{,.A New Graft on the Family Tree, =

. -,__0__.._!_ ”~

_CHEAPER STILL. .. -~ .~

“"Any subscriber ‘to- the Messenger who
sends in with his renewal subscription one
new one, each at thirty cents, will receive
one of the Pansy storices ; for five ‘cents
extra the new subscribor will also receivea
book. . Each story is in. an illuminated
paper cover and well illustrated. " Sixteen
'subscribers at 30¢, new or old, will entitle
the sender to the full set of this new paper

v

cover series. The names of thsse stories’

that may be selected are as follows:—"

Tue Kixe's DAUGHTER. |
Wise AND OTHERWISE.
Tour Giris AT CHAUTAUQUA.
Tur Cuaurauqus GIRLS aT Hone,
Turer PEOPLE. ] i
AN Exnress CHAIN.
Tster REeIb,
EsTHER REID YET SPEAKING, |
Rurn ERSKINE'S CROSSES.
FOUR BEAUTIFUL PICTURES.
Anysubscriber tothe Messengerwhosends
in with his renewal subscription that of a
new one, each at 30 cents, will receive his
choice of any one of thefollowing four noble
pictures. If he sends in one new subscrip-
tion with his own, at 30 cents cach,and ten
cents in addition, making 70 cents, he will
veceive any two of these beautiful large

| pictures:

e ANGELUS,” by Jean Francois Millet.
“Seorrise Carrie Rain,” by Rosa

‘| Bonheur'

> “Tup Honss Far,” by Rosa Bonheur.
¢ Cmrist BEFORE PIaTe,” by Michacl
Von Munkacsy, .- : : -

TO SUBSCRIBERS IN THE UNITED
STATES. .. : '

Our subscribers throughout the United
States where International money orders
cannot be procured can remit by money
order payable at Rouses Point Post Office,
N. Y. State, or secure an American Ex-

press Co., order, payable at Montreal.
. : —_—

NEW CLUB RATES.

The following are tho NEw Crun RATES

for the MESSENGER, which are considerably
reduced :

LCopy..vviiniiinannnns ...$030

10 copies to one address..... 2 25

20 “« ol 440

50 ¢ “ “ ... 1050

100 < “ “on. 20 00
Sample package supplied free on applica-

tion A Joux DovcALL & SoN,
‘Publishers, Montreal.

MonNTREAL DaTLY WIrNESS, $3.00 ayear,
post-paid. MoxtreEAL WEEKLY WITNESS,
$1.00 a yecar, post-paid. Jouxy Douvaaryn
& Sox, Publishers, Montreal, Que.

GRATEFUL—COMFORTING.

EPPS'S GOCOA.

BREAKFAST,

* By o thorough knowledge of the natural Iaws which
govern the uperations of digestion and nutritiou, und by o
careful application of the fine properties of ‘well-selected
Cocon, Mr, Epps has provided our breakfast tables with o
dolicntelg flavored beverage which may saveusmany heavy
doctora’ bills, It is by the judicious use of such articles of"

.| diet that 8~ constitution may be grudually built up until

strong enough to resist every tendency to disease, Huw-
dreds of subtle ronladies are flosting around us ready to
attack wherever there is"a weak point.. Womay escape
many o fotcl shatt by keeping ourselves well fortitied with
pure blood and a properly nourished frame.”—" Civil Ser-
vice Gazetie.” - .

Made simply with hoiling water or mills, Bold only in
pnckets by Grocers, labelled thus : . - ) -
JAMES EPP3 & €0., Homaopathic Chemists,

. . AN aondon, England.

THE NORTHERN MESSENGER is printed and pub-

published every fortnightat Nos, 321and 323 St, James
*gt., Montreal, by John Redpath Dougall, of Montreal.
All huginess commuuications should be addressed ** Joha

Dongall & Son,” and ali Jetters to the Editorahould be-

12, Tha King's Daughter.

U . addressed * Editor of the ‘Northern Messepger,' ¥
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