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of eradicating from that country the grow-
ing errors of Pe’agianism.  Nino years of
this interval ho is smd to have passed w
&0 islund, or islands, of the Tuscan Sea;

and the conjecturo that Levins was the
place of Iis vetreat seems, nol}vithalnnd-
ing the slight geographical difficulty, by
no means improbavle,  There bind been
recently a monnstery eslablished in that
isfand, which becnme sfterwards celebra-
ted for the number of holy and learned
petsons whom it had produced ; nor could
tho destined apostie havo chosen for him-
atlf a retrent more culculated to nurse the
solemn enthusiasm which such a mission
required than song the prous asd con-
templative Solitsriesof tho smull isle of
Lerine.

The attention of Rome being at this
timo directed to the state of Christianity
among the Irish,—most probably by the
reports on that subject recoived from the
British missionaries,—it wase resolved by
Celestime to send a bishop to that country,
sud Palladius was, aswo have seen, the
person appointed, The peculiar circum-
stacces which fitted St, Patrick to take
part io such & mussion, and probably his
own expressed wishes to that effect, indue
ced St. German to send himto Rome with

In io hymble bara belonging to thir
ehief, which was ever called Sabhul Pad-
wic, or Patrick’s Barn, the Samnt cele.
brated divine worship ; and we find that
this spot, copeecrated by the first spiritual
triumph, continued to the last his most fa-
vourite and most frequeated retceat.

Desirous of visining lus former abodce,
and seeing that mountain where he had
so often prayed in the timeof his bondage,
he sct out for the residenco of his master
Milcho, wiich appears to have been situa-
ted in the valley of Arcwl, 1o that district
of Delaradia inhahited by the Cruthene, or
[rish Picts. \Vhatever might have been
s hope of effecting the conversiou of his
old muster, he was dovmed to meet with
disappointment; o8 Milcho, fixed and inve-
terate in his heathonism, on henring of tne

1

ceive or sce him,
Alfter remaining some time in Down, to

radia, St, Putrick, prepared, on the ap- |
prooch of Easter, 1o risk 1he bold, and as
it proved, politic step of celebrating that!
great Christian festival in the very veigh-
borlhivod of Tara, where the Princes of the
States of the, whole kinghom were to be
about that time assembled.  Taking leave

recommendations to the Holy Father.—
But, before his utrivul, Palladivs bad de-
parted for [reland, and the hopelessresuit
of bis mission has already been reluted.
Jmmediately on the death of this bishop,
two or three of his disciples set ont to
ampounce the event to his successor St.
Patrick, wwho was then on his way through
Gayl. Having had himsell consecrated
bishop at Eborin, a town 1n the northwest
of that country, the Saint proceeded on hie
course to the scene of bis labours; aud,
resting but a short time in Britan, arrived
io [reland, as the Irish onnals iuform vs,
wn the fitst ye-t of the powificate of Sex-
tus the Third,

His first landing appears to have been
on the shore of Dublin; or, as it is descri-
hed, *the celebrated port of the territory
of the Evoleni,” by wlizh is rupposed to
have heen meant the *‘porius Eblanorum™
of Piolemy, the present harbor of Dublin,

Afier meeting with arepulse, at this and
some other places in Leinster, the Saint,
anxious, we are tuld, to visit the heunts
of his youth, to see hisold master Milcto,
and endeavor to convert him to the fuith,
gteered his course for East Ulster, and
arzived with his companions at a part near
Strangford, in the district now called the
berony of Lecale. Here, on landing and
praceedinga shoit wayup the cauntry,they
were met by a herdsman, in the service of
the lord of the district, who, suppasing
them tobe sea-robbers or pirates, hastened
to slarm the whals houschiold, In o mo-
toent, themaster himself, whose name was
Dicho,made bis sppearsnce,attended by a
number ofarmed followers, aod threatencd
destraction to the intruders.  But, on sees
ing St. Painck,s0 much struck was the
rude chief with the calm sanctity of his as-
pecltbatthe uplifted weapnu was suspgnd-
xd, and he at once juvited the whole party
to Lis dwelling. Tho impression which the
tooks of the Ssiat liad madv, his christisn
eloquencrbut served 10 doepen uod con-
firm , and not merely the pagun lord him-
ecl but oll tus famaly becams converts.

of hia new frignd Dicho, he set sl with
"bis companions, and steering conti-ward
,arrived at the mouth of the Boyne. There
‘,lenving his bomt, he proceeded with his
“party to the Plan of Breg, in which the
aucient city of Tara was situsted.  In the
caurse of his journey, n youth of a fanuly
wwhom he baptized, and to whom, on ac-
count of the kindly qualiti-s of his nature,
he gave the name «f Ben’gus, conceived
guch su affection for him as 1o juvsict on
being the companion of his way. This
enthusiastic youth became afterwards one
of his most favorite disciples, and, on bis,
death, suceeeded him as bishop of Armagh,

On their arrival at Slane, the Saiat and
his companions pitched their tents for the
night, and as it was the eve of the festival
of Baster, lighted at uight-fall the paschal
Gre It happencd that, cn the same eve-
ning, the monarch Leogaise and theas-
sembled princes were, according 1o cus-
tom, celebrating the pagun festival of La
t>ealtinne 5 and as it wasthe law that np
fires should be lighted on that night,till (.0
lgrcnt pile in the palace of Tara was k.n-
|dlcd, the paschal fire of St. Patrick, on
being seen from the heights of Tara, ke.
fore that of the monarch,excited the wen-
der of all assembled. Tothe angry inqui-
ricsof Leogaire demanding who could huve
dared to violate thus the law, his Magi or
Druids are said to have made answer :—
“This fire, which has now been kindled
before our eyes, unless extinguished this
very night, will aever bs extinguished
throughout all time. Moreover, it will
tower nbove ah the fircs of our ancient
rites, and he who lights it will ere long
scatter your kiogdom.” Surpnsed and
indignant, the monarch iastantly dispaich-
cd messengers to summon the offender to
his presence; the princes scated themeelves
in acircle upon the grass to receive him :
and on his arrival, cncamung them,Here.
the son of . Dego, impressed wuh revor-
ence by the stranger’s appeasance, stoad’

which county he had returned from Dels- ‘mronpnN NISTORXANS AND

L
That they heard,j with complacency,

however, his nccount of the objects of his

mission, appears from hig preaching at
the palace of’ Tara, on the following day,
in the presence of the kingand the States-
General, and maintaining an argument
against the most learned of the Druids, in
which the victory was on his side. Itis
recorded, that the only person who, upun
this ocension, roso to welcome him was
the arch-poet Disbtach, who became his
convert that very day, and devoted, thence
forth, his poetical talentsto religious sub-
Jects alone, ‘Tho monarch himsclf, too,
while listening to the words of the apos-
tle, is snid to have exclaimed to his sur-
rounding nobles,* It iy Lettor that I should
believe than die :* and, appalled by the
awful denouncements of the preacher, to

approach of his holy visiter, refused to ge- have at once professed himself a christian,
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THE CATHOLIC CHURCYY,

When the Countde Maistre observed
that ¢ history for the last three hundred
years was a conspiincy against ‘T'ruth,”
however greatly he may havo felt the evil

_which he so graphically .annuunced, yet

no single mind could embrace the extent
of its influence, nor the enomity of its
character. The calumny which poisons
the social intercourse of a neighborhood,
however readily traced to-its source, dis-
seminates bickerings, and animosities
which ranklo in the heart, long after the
falschood has been detected and acknow!-
edged. Wo must then rely on the certain
but tedious action of time, to tranquilize
the irritation of feeling, which like the
sea, remains disturbed when the cause

‘which produced it has ccased. Every
-lover of peace, even for the sake of his
‘own happiness, will readily unite in the

deprecation of an evil so futal to domes-
tic enjoyment.

The same pernicious vice is found with
the circle of its magnilude extended, ex-
asperating the public mind in partizan
warfare and national 1 ~tipathies. When
the agents of its infamy are mero dema-
gogues, without talent to dazzle nor influ-
ence to sustain them, or when the subjects
on which they dwell have no immediate
influence with the nggregate of mank nd,
though the intrinsic character of the sin
may be the same, yet the owvil is less
pernicious since it cannot viliate the pub.
lic heart, nor infuse sufficient poison into
the healthy current of putlic opinion, to
destroy the life and welfure of Society.

It is far different where natural talents,
combining splendid imagery, originality
of thought, and the refinement of wit, are
clothed in the classic texturo of language,
and those wondrous powers of the human
mind are arranged in batilearray against
Truth, which sccks to conquer men with-
out dazzling the judgment and, to acquire
dominion without forfeiting her chims to
everything brightest'and purost in virtue.
The wide- diffusion of education, accord-
ing to its modern character, has filed the
hearts of men with ap extreme suscepti-
hility 16 the charms of rvhetoric.~It has
polished the diamond,and though the minds

m tho britigney whigh iy reflected by
others, Hence the desire of what is called
knowledge is offected by all, but’ Eﬁycri:
ence testifies 100 well, that the manner jo
which it i3 conveyed, embeltished” with
ornaments borrpwed more from. the iln‘)q:
gination than reality, 15 the prin'g'ipixl it
not the only attraction by wich it hopes
to captivate the judgment. | This disposi-
tion of the public taste has” been keenly
appreciated, and conse -uently he 'who
writes best finds readiest access to the
mind, no matter how vicious may ‘bo hiy
sentiments, or how unwarranteble his as-
serticas. The pen ean bo n sycophant as
well as the lips, and it can hetter indulge
in fulschood, because the blu'ét\ which
would mantle before men is not aghamed
of God, and is suppressed by a sneer in
the retirement of the closet. '

No Institution hes suffered so much
from this exercise of talent in a bad cause
as the Catholic church, 1T w¢ Took back
on the last half ceuttury ol time, and note
the multitude of men combining cvery va-
ricty ef intellect who shot their poisoned
dgrrows at Tiutli; how many eldquehnt
declaimers denounced  het, how ‘mddy
poets found inspiration in their hatred ot
her existbnce, how many review ers With
an evil air of sincerity coudemned hb,
how mudch mock solemnity appeared'in
the pulpit to invoke 'her downfal, 6¢*10
warn the public to beware, how inébas
santly from day to day, with all the fedr-
ful activity of the press, wit, ridiculé and
sophistty were poured forth to inval{date
her power and dishonor her' proféssors,
we may well feel astonished at lier ‘pre-
servation, and find new proafs to estabfish
the incapacity of all numan strength to
destroy her immortality.  Sho has' stood
like Christ before his judges, spit bﬁon
and stricken, rebuked and déspise‘d',"lc\&
forth to perish, often declared to be ‘ex-
tinguisked and dead, but always blessed
with a resurrcction so triumphany, that
she appeared to have gathered additiona)
lustre ueder the cloud, ta renew, like the
prophet fromn the mou.itain, her claims on
the admiration of men,

‘This sevies of victories has ndt prea
served her fromattack. She is a witness
against error and her inflocdce is hated
because her testimony is feared. Her
friends, nevertheless, rejoice in her in-
tegrity and often have they turned from
carih to contemplate her career, as sho
moved, like a ship on her course mount-
ing the billows which' were raised to do-
stroy her, with her head pointing to the
tempest, winle it raged the loudusi, and
hercross unfurled.  The-church has thus
folfilled her celestial destinies from hge
to age, though thie defection of hee-péople
bas been solicited by crery worldly pro,
mise, and the horrors of porsecuion and
legislative tyranny have beep invoked to
destroy them, c

If haman passlous could be moderated
by the wisdom of experence, esghiecn
centurics of time ought to have some force
'in exposing the fallacy of their efforty for
the subversion of truth. Unhappily, the
malice of sin, though repeatediy Loftled
has fourd new resourcesia the ulmbst'in,,
finato varicty of the mijnd fo' br'pci:me

[

up to salute him,

of tany may be dim, yot they can spaikle

is aggressions on the charagies §f the



