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ITHECATH GLIC.

£tom the Dablin Review.
Charitable Institutions of Xaly—
Naples.

Almost every city of Italy has some
proverbial character embodying, i~ a
short epigramimatical seutence, the pecus
har quakities by which 1t 1s dist.nguished.
That of Naples is brief, but thoroughly
Ttalian : ¢ Vedi Napoli, e pol wuori I"—
1+ See Naples, and then die !'" A stran-
ger may smle at the exteangance of
the form, but, in substance, he can hard-
ly deem 1t an exaggeration. Nature has
indeed lavished her choicest giits upon
Naples, und art has embellisked and im-
proved, with exquisite taste, the constius

time, thoy mny expecta detniled account,
from the pen of the learned and amiuble
Caron'co De Bianchy, (¢) on the same
plan of Morichini's Inatituti di Carita Pubs
blica in Rome,

The charitable institutions of Naples
claim an origin more anciant than these
of any other eity i Furope, Rome only
excepied.  Many of the most ancient
among them must, of course, in the long
lapse of uges, have chenged their desus
patiotty or fallen into decay ; but even of
ihose which sull subsist, there are several
which may ve traced back to a very re<
mote antiquity. S. Gennaro dei Poveri,
still u very extensive and fourishing ess

exclusively clerical ; “the remainder,
partly mixed, and partly exclusively for
tho laity ; but even in the latier it almost
invariably happens that the director and
some of the officers are clorgymen, A
hundred und sixty-five of the number
wear & uniform, which, while it tends to
remove all distinction of rank, and te
place all on the true footing of equality
which religious brotherhood implies,serves

ot burying the dead. Some of them dre]* A similar provision is mnde for hig

‘hm’)d

also as n disgvise for the wearer and n

b)\nﬂdron in some of the numerous consers
valories of the city = and, in a word,
every exertion is made upon tho dre
to relieve the notural unxiely
of the culprit for those whom ho
lenves behind, and, on the ether, to sooth
for thum the pain of sepuration, more bite
ter boenuse of the shame and humiliation
by which it is nccompnined.

Inaddition to their care of the condemns
ed criminals, the Bianchi brethren also

5ufcgunrd ugamst spiritual pride dnd og- fprovide for poor and unfriended debtors,
tentation. For our present purpose, it,and prisoners confined for minor of-
will suffice to enumerute a few, commenc- ! fenees 5 paying the debts of the more me.
ing with these which aro exclusively cle- . ritorious among them, udministering suit-

ents of natural beanty thas profusely | tablishment, was founded in 783,
bestowed. tonio Abate was in existence

So attractive indeed are the natural!gicventh, and probably in the teath cen-
beautics of the city and its environs, that y,cy S, Lhgio, sull the prncipal fever
visitors have come to regard it in m‘lluspiml of the city, was erected in 1270
other light than that of a place of amuse ppe Nunzaata  was founded in 1330,
ment and relaxation, after the more €' rhough its original destination was not
zious and solemn sight-secing of Rome.’ recisely the same as the present), and S.
A ¢ ruu” to Nuples agreeably fills up the i Augelo a Nilo, about the end ol the same
interval between the Carmwval and the century, in 1359, The number of sick
Holy wc.gk.’ or between Easlex: and Cor- received into hospitals, and of poor re-
pas Domini ; and m}er a morntng or lw?. ; lieved 1n the asylums, even in these early
in the lx.lusellm, a furencon at  Pompeii \ime3, must have been very constdurable.
(kg in Herculancum on tho way), % Froma MS. czasus of the city, taken in

drive out 10 Pozzuoh, with the Viaggio
.
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vE I t. und the zi the vear 1591, 1t appenrs that the mmatss
: a supplement, und the give o - . :
@’Bnea us @ suppletent, wid B9 8199 %ot the hospitals numbered no fewer than

Sale fi. Yesuvius .
Salerno, Pastum, Amali. and Vesuvi * 1 two thousand four hundred and eighty

i schaps, a visit to the islands, 1f the oy geitr g
“uh'l P‘-{h- ? ‘ b?u the tourist i:,*u) o 'one, and the daily distribution of wheat,
weather is [avorable, the tounst is supp . d public dis-

f famine an
sed to have ** been to Naples,”” and 1o}

during o time 0

S. An-

ticol.

Of these the most remarkable is that,
popularly known, Urom the dress ol the
wearers, ns the Confraternita de’ Bianchi,
and dedicated to our Blessed Lady, un-;
der the title of Sancta Mario Succure
Miseris. 1t is composed of the clite, as|
well in rank, as in ecclesinsti.ul dignity, ]
among the city clergy. Since its foun-
:dmion, about three centuries ngo, it lms'
numbeied among the brethren four popes, |
upwards of twenty cardinals (six of whom
are etill living, (e) and several =aints,
among whom are 8. Giacomo della Marie,
_S. "rancesso Caraciolo, S.Gaetano Tiene,
! founder of the Theatine cougregation, S
| Alfonzo de* Liguori, B. Giovanni Maris
imum, and B. Paolo, cardinal d’Srezzo.
; The great object of this confraternity,
i hike that of S.Giovanni Decollatoat Rome,

|
[

[

able*advice and instruction for those
whom it is possiblo to reclaim, and taking
every means to rec  them from the
ways of crime to which they had been
habituated,

It is consoling to koow that their la.
boursare emineatly successful. Casesof
impenitence or despair are all but un.
knuwn among the criminals nttended by
this pious brotherhood. No difficulty dis-
heartens their holy zeal. INo repulse,
though dccompained by insult, and ' even
violence, damips their resolution. Few
indeed, even of the worst class of prison-
ers, are so0 utterly hardened that it is not
possiblé to find some wavering or relent-
ing moment, at which a thought of hope,
or of terror, terderly and judiciously
suggested, will be entirely without in.
fluence ; and suggestions, ke these, tell

and five hun-i. . .
tress, exceeded three thousand five 1 is the care of criminals who are condemn-

dred bushels. () The system ‘:‘rsgm‘";" ed to suffer the extreme penalty of the law,
di Pieta was introduced in 15895 ey, yno narurally require, in the depress

with double effect when they come from
those wha are known to devote themselves

have seen all that is worth in the soulhern’
capital of Italy. The churches, he is

t

told, are nothing after those of Romej;

Conservatorio dedo Spirito Santo was

1o their holy duties with pure and disin-

the other religious establishments are

. ) opened as early as 1535 ; and next to
scarcely named as deserving of notive

! that of Rome, founded by Innocent 11%,

h

and of the charitable institutions he hears!yy o 0o foundling hospital established in-

absolutely not a word. Bis travelling g rope was that which still subsists in the
oracle, Madam Statke, {a)rames but one’ Noyzinm, alibough its reso rces have
of the eutire number, the Albergo de yeoq curtailed by the arbitrary exactions
Poveri 5 he finds Valerly equally silent’ ¢ 0 Fronch government.

and unsatisfactory ; () and there areten| o public charties of Naples may natus

' N 2, i - .. .
chances to one,l l'mft hle leaves l\np(l;s, 18 irally be divided into three classes ;—hoss
:.O.'am'b"m on yl? hl o natare an con}'pitals, charitable asylums, (whirl. are of
ition, but even of the very existence, 0 wwo kinds, conservatori and ospizi), and

the rest Yeharitable banks, or loansfunds. There

Nor, indeed, are the Italian guide); ., p.r institte however, so intimarely
tooks snlculaled to supply lh.e' sort of m'?connccled with them all, and so interwo~
ff)rmalwn best Su'}ed to a visitor whose ' 1y with the whole system, that any ac-
1.m ¢ ard opportunities ?r observation are omitting to explain its naturc and
Lew ctn The Enformanofl they contain 1s offices, would necessarily, be not merely
ceuzuned to a few of the instiutions, and, . incomplete, but, indeed, almost unintelli-
generally ~peaking, e'xtremcly MEAZTCs ' gible. We allude to the pious associaa
l-arranged, nnd.unsausfactory 5 and, al-J tions, called cc.afraternities, which, though
though tie 1lospital of the Incurables has frequently referred to in former articles,

journal devot 2 : t R
a journat devoted exclusively to nselt, .are so numerous and so active in Napies,

is almost entirely professiona ntain~ . . .
yp sional, contui las to merit a special notice. It would be

ing nothing but reports of cases, and me-:, . Mo
. g . . impossible, however, to enter fuily into
dical and pathological dissertations. P .
The following paper is an attempt, b \detail respecting them, as they number
S i P 9174, and comprise at least 50 000 mem-
a brief und unpretending enumeration of .
: - ters. Mary of them aro mainly devo-
it.ese munificent charities, o supply the L .
twoanl ir *“eir object 3 but there ey~ very

“
defic.ency.  The ma'crias aave boon | . . .
' «fow which do not conuect with their devos
partly collected upon the spot, partlyt . . .
.  tional practices, some work of charity and
drawn from gencral statistical reports,
Lenevolence ; as autending the hospitals,

and the official returns of the institutions visiting the nrisons, relieving the sick poor
. H
themselves. We need hardly say that it gep ! & f

can be ligle more than an outline of the
subject 5 but we have great pleasure in
informing our readers, that, in a short

(o) To the kind assistance of this learned
and accomplished ecclesiastic, we owe much
of the mutenials of the present sketch.,

(d) Sce a manuscript guoted by Galanti, p.
176.” The preciso amount was 2468 tomols ;
this tomoli being 1,45 of an English buehel. ,

(a) Stacke’s taly. p. 301.
(8) Valery, p. 468,

,sion and despair of their last hours, not
only the most constant atiention and tens
der care, but also instruction of a peculiar
ature suited to their unhappy condition.
The moment sentence of death is passed
upon the prisoner, the .nembers of the
_congregation take the place of tke ordinas
ry spiritual directors of the prison, and
with unwearied vigilance watch to the
very last hour every opportunity of instil
ling huly thoughts into his troubled mind;
avatling themselves of every favourable
moment to inspire confidence, or 1o calm
despair, o cxcite or confirm the disposi-
tion 10 repentance, or to direct him, if
already repentant, in the reparatisn of the
injuries which have been the consequence
of his crimes. Nor is their care confined
1o the unhappy victim of the law himsell.
In order to relieve his mind more com-
pletely from the eartly cares which bur.
denitin his last hours—cares which often
press most sensibly upoa minds otberwise
hardened, and form the greatest obstacle
1o thetr conversion to God—the confra-
ternity charges itself wub he care of all
those for whom the criminal is bound to
provide and who stand in need of his as-
The parents of
the untappy man ore secured agrinst
want, or rather are maintained in compa-
ratively plenty and independen e.  1f he
laves o wife, she is placed in a safe and
honourable asylum, whence, if she desires

to marry a second time, she rcceives a
considerable dowry.

G etypen o 17otect L0,

(¢) The cardinal archbishop of Naples and
the nuncio-apostolic are slways members of|

terested motives.* The impression once
made, zeal and charity will be'sure to
supply means of foilowing up and improv-
ing it 5 and the prayers offored up without
intermission: by the brethren, especially
at the altar, cannot fail to bringa blessing
upon the labours of the commumity. - ‘The
merits of this estimable body arewell ap:
preciated in Naples: By tho people they
are held in the highest venerarion ; end
even in the prisons, the most profligate ant
ahandoned will uncover as a brother of
Bianchi passes by.

There is another association of th
Neapolitan clergy entitled Confraternity
delle Cappello Se-otine. It is a body of
learned and zealous priests, associated fof
the charitable purposes of providingeven;
ing nstruction and: devotional exercises
for anists, mechanics, and other pcrsons
actively employed during the day, ap
thus debarred from the public opportunai
ties of wnstruction afforded in the church
during ths morning. The city is divides
into filly-seven districts, exch of whic
has a separate branch of the confratcra
tv, with a district chapel, a rector, p
fect, and confessors or chaplains, varyin
from six (o fen, according to the numbe
of the members. They meet every ever
ing at the Ave Daria ; and in order the
(e instruction may be moro practical,s
well as more usefully communicated,-a
divided into two classes, vld and youny
The evening is-spent in literary and rel
gious instruction, and concludes withnig
prayer recited in commoa. ©Oa Sunday

the Confraternits de' Bianchi.

they asscmble atseven o'clock, 4. %«
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