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case had been given, and who said in. To remedy, as far as possible, the great

THE NECESSITY FOR SPECIAL, PREPA«RATION FOR THE WORK 0F'
TEACrnNG.

BY AN INSPECrOR.

The necessity for special prcparation for1
thé wo-r'z of teaching is a subject that at
the present time dernands care!ful and
serious consideration. Prom the reports of
the County Inspectors, we learn that a large
number of our Public Schools are taught by
persons wvho have but littie reaf knowvledge
,of the work requircd.. or of the mnanner of
doing it. A large nui-aber af young people
are continually. enterine, the profession, and
taking upon the-mselves the responsible
position of teacher, wvithout scarcely giving

a passing thought--much less serlous con-
sideration, to the necessity for this special
preparation,* and consequently know but
littie ofmnethods of teaching, school organi-
zation, government or classification. And
while our schools, especially in rural sec-
tion,. are coming under the charge of teach-
ers whlo hiold only low grades of certificates,
the increased expenditure ih connection
with providing "ladequate school accommo-
dation," has roused public opinfon to, consi-
der more carefully the wvhole subject of
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inswer to, the judge's objection to the pro- deficiency we are illustrating, the teacher of
ceeding,-" It is my speech and I mnust the young should be thoroughly practical
give it4» would have been profited by a and sensible, both in precept and example.
v'ade-rne-alm of common sense. Everything should be called by its common

The preacher who delights in such mnysti- name. The general nature and bearing of
cal delarations as that, "Faith revolves on a alfthat is thought should be constantly kept
celestial swivel," had better allow common before the pupil, that the end in view may
sense to prevail and quote Paul's language, not be lost sight of, in a cloud of details, or
IlFaith cornes by hearing, and hearinoe by by a thick nxist of logomachys.
the word of God." The exercises in each branch should be
Where conimon sense simply says,-"JIt is so, varied that the scholar niusi think for

sunrise,» strutting pedantry exclaims : "The himself, in order to apply the rules hie has
revolution of the earth has brought the line learned. The exercises, too, should, whea-
of the light of the incandescent hydrogen of ever it is compatible, be of the commun-
the sun, tangent to, the arc of the terrestrial place character, connected with. the wants
circle where we are located.» 0f course, and experiences of common life. Ail
techaical terms must be lised in teaching readings and recitations should be in a
philosophy; and the study of Greek, Latin natuffl voice. Ail lessons should be learn-
and Hebrew, is of the utmost importance to ed by mind flot Ilby hart.>' Memory must
the Bible student ; but while habituai flot supersede judgment and discerrument.
references to the "original" and the frequent The learner should know that education is
use of technicalities and definitions ini for the man and flot man for the education;
public discourses and private convt.sation, 9-h.t success iii life depends flot alone on
mnay display the ý.peaker as a man of uti- t -:e amount of knowledge obtaîned, but in
common acquirements, they ivili certainly tI. e amount of wisdom used in its applica-
expose his want of common sense. tion.


