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mlscry is moe thon I cati bear."
Mintles and 1 hiad listeued with tIi. ut-

most interest te Mls ecxtraordinary
statement, whieh hll been detivered in
the jerky, brol<en fashion of a aman who
is undcr the influence of extrenta emotion.
My conipanion sat sulent noiw for somei
time, with hie chin upon hz 'liand, lest in
thouglit.

IITell me," sait! ho nt lott, l4coula >Jbu
t3wcar that this wvns a moua'e faco Whichi
Yeu saw nt the Wuuidow 7"

IIEach 'tire Ithat 1 tiaw Lt I was gorne
distance aWay from Lt, se that it is fim-
possible for me to eay."

4"You gippear, howevor, te barve boca tis-
pgrocably impresscd '-*y it."

IlIt seened Ito be of an unnatural color
îind to bave a strange rigidity abniut the
tentures. WVhcn 1 approaclird, it î'anish-
cd with r. jerk."

IIHow long la it aiac your ifetasnket!
you for a hundred pounde *"

-Neariy two inoutbs."
"«Have yon ever oca a jihotograpli of

hier first huaband V.
"INo, there waa a great f ire at Atlanta

vory t3hortly r"ter hie sieath, and! ail lier
papers werc destroyet!."

'And yet bho bat! a cortificate of deati
Yon eay that you saw Lt Y"

"YeS, Che got al duplicata alter the fj.
DIid yen evar mncet ayone who knew

lier in Arnarica 7"
"NO."
Did elle ever *taik of revisitinýg the

place '1"

Or get letters front it V"
"Net to amy kLxiwletige."
"Thuink yeti. 1 aboula like to think

ovor the matter a little now. If the cot-
tage la ý&ermanently de.sorted We ay
have rome diflicuity; if on the Ciller biand!
ats 1 faiacy is more likely, the iniates
woe tivaruet! of your coming, and lef t

befoýre yen enteret! yecrday, the:ïï
tliey *af be bock new, and we 8hoult!
ciear it ail tmp easiiy. Let me advise yeu
thon, fto retura to Norbury and! te ex-
amýua tho -windows of the cotta~e tigain.
If yenu have ýraen te believe that it la
iîthitbited do not force your way in, but
seaiO a %vire tto =ry friond and tie. WEs

shali be -witb ýrou witbln an heur of re-

ceiving it, ant! we shial thon very acton get
te the bottom ;>f the busine."

And i f it Le Sthîl einpty V"
"Ii 'that case I saat cone out te-

tnorrow an-1 talk it over with yen. Goot!-
bye, ant! ave ail do not fret until yeu
lcnowv that you raly have a cause fer

"II amn afraid that this is a boa bast-
Ceou, .WaLt8en," sait! my ceaipanion, as ho
peturnen ter accompanyine Mr. Grant
«.iuni-o to the doue. "'Wia.t dia! yeu
moite of It V"

'Il iit an itrgly sount!," 1 nswered,.

IIYoe. Thorce blacknmail in It, or I
nm 14UCI mLetakea."

And -Who is thie blackmailer V"
NIell, IL rn'ist be this creature wlhô

fixes in tho oaly comfortable ai Inul the
place, ant! lias lier pliotograpli aboya lus
f[ireplace.. 'Upen amy Word, Watson, tiiere
il' tornething vory attractive about that
iivid face at the -%inidow, and! I wouid
net have niedthe cese for %vorldt3."

"You bave a theory ?"
Yes, a pirovilional ene . But I shah.

bd surpriised if Lt des net turn out to ho
correct. This wvomuîne f irst husban! la i
uhat cottage."

"Why do you thuink se V"
1'1cw alise wau We oxplain lier fren,

cied anxioty that lier second oeeshouid
uot cnter ItI The facte, as I zeaù iblent,
tire sonctliiug flke thio : This woman Ivau
married iu Ameripa. Uer husband devel-
opet! seute hatef ni qualities, or, Phali wve
say, Ihat hoe coutractet! saine loatiteeme
disease auîd bouarne a laper or au
inîbecile. Sho lied front li at mawt, ro-
turxîed te Eixgiandl, ch&ait lier îna,aud
tatrtoU. lier lite, as shte thouglit afrcsh. She
bat! bet nmarricd tlîrce yoar8, ant! be-
lievet! tmat lier.poSition %vaz quite secam
-having sliowvn lier husband tRie teatli cer-
tificate of suois mnan, wliose ame sico hall
as8umcd-wvhen ouddoliy lier a'he'eaboutû
%-as diseovei-îd by lier firet husbant!, or, wvo
may suppose, by sane uuslcrululous wvo-
nuin, Wîho hala attaciet liarseif te tRie iu-
valid. They write te tRie ivife aud
tlireaten te 'coxn ond expose lier. S3he
asks for > iundred pouna and endeav-
ours to ibuy 'themn off. TRiey ceaie in
spite iol It, uandt Wben the husbaud amen-
tiens casuaily Io tRie wife that there are
ne%7-MOCin'l the cottage, sho kuowe ia
heome Way thaut fliqy are lier pur8utrs. SIme
wîiits 'until ber Iiutbaiid je asleop, aud
thea sha rushies dowu to endeavour ta el
sanade thgta te leave hQr iii pouce. llaviîîg
ne muccoss sile g(,# ngain îiext îaeoriiîig,
aint'lier hlusbaad necets bier, as lie lias toit!
liq. as site carne eut. Site promises Ijint
then not ta go thRe again, but two
daye afterwards, the hope of getting rid
of thoee dreadful neigbbours is tee stroiig
fer ler, aaid ehle makes atiotier atternpt,
taking down with lier tRie pliotegrapli
Whicii wa! prebably been deinandet! front
lier. In the *midst of thie interviey thie
niait! ri<shes In teo say tRiaL the master
bas cone hoine, on which thie wife, kiîew-
ing ftbat 1ie Wonid corne strailiL dIowii
te Ibo cottage, burries the intes out nt
tIte back ileor, into that groea o! fir trece
probably %vhich was mrertioned ofs stand-
ing imear. In thie way he fiads tibe pflace
ùcsrted. 1 aol ha 'very mucli sur-
prmed, ho'Weve?, It it is iltili tbo wbrn
ha reconnoitres it this eveninqt. Wiat do
yen think o! amy thieory 7"

"LIt ie ail surualse."1
" But at leaat iL overt ail Élie faeta.

When new filets ceame te our knowladge,
%whicli colnot bo coveret! by it, it wlli
txi time ceogl to reconsider IL At
prasont wev £an do nlothing ulitit we bave
a fml reaiamEeage front ou'r lriendt at Nor-
bury"

Buc vc ba net vory long te wait. it
came just as WCe luit! finishetl our ton. "Thie
cottage é; etîli toaanîed," lt galt!. "Have
sen the face again at tRie wlin'lo%. V'II
lnat tac savon e'clecl: train, and ttkeo nie
htep8 tintil yen arriva."

Ho wa4 îvaiting on the pltîtfermn Wlieu
We steppet! out, nd WC couit! 5e in tRie
liglit e! 'the station laîaips that lie wvaà
vcry pale, and quivering wvitii agitation.

'lTRieý tire 6till thRe, Mr. Holaies," soa
Rie, iaying bis liant! upea aîy f riend'a
sîceve. "I 8aw liglits ini Clie cottage as
I came divw. Ie shall sot-e iL 110w,

once and fer ail."
"rWbat je your plan, thon," utsket!

-Mlnie, as WCe WAiked, doWn tRie %urik
trea-linet! rend.

"I ni go:ng te force iny wliy in, ant!
sec for mnysel! li a in flic housc. 1 wisii
yen betli te bo there as witaau£es."

"You are quitc t!eternliaet te (le tii,
in spite of your leife's Warninig that it
wa botter that yen aboula b.ot sebae tRie
mystery."1

"Yes, I amn deteirninet!."
W~el, I think lthat yen are ii Lhe

right. Any truith Lai botter thon itidelin-
ite deud«. WC ball botter go tmp at
Once. 3f course, legaily We are puttiag
ourseivôt bopclessiy in tRie wreng, but I
thini ihaL it is Wojtl iLt."

It Nvas a very Uark niiglit and a thin
raii began 'te a Tas weie turnet! froni
the Iîigb roaAl inito a narrow laue ileceply
ruttet!, wlvth het!gca on eiLler side. Mr-.
Grant Munro puýRiet impatientiy ferward,.
howçever, mut! uc stîumblet! alter Itiai as
bu-t 'n, ceuit!.

1, TRere lire the liglits of niy lieuse,"
tia iurmiurad, pointing te a glitarner
namong the trees, "and bore iks -thie cet-
Lige, %whic.' 1 mni going taenafier."

We fturnaol a corner *ili tAie fautans
hae spoke, anu tuera was the building
close beslide nis. A yeilow bîîr falitg
tierms 'the black foeron sliewed that
tRie tloor ivas net quite closed, antI oea
Wititow in tRia îxpuer storey was brigRit-
ly illuntlinateAt. As WC leoket! WC saw a
dark 'lnurr ýnxovîng acress tlie blint!.

"IThora ia that creature,"' crie(! Grant
Miairo ; "yenî cu sec for ytrselvas that
sonîeene is tRiera. New foilow aie, matd
Wa 8haHl seaui k-no0W ail."

We appro:iched tue deeir, bîît tenddonly
a i-ouata appearet! eut of the chadow
amnd stood in the golden trucek ot the
lumnp liglit. I coula! not sea lier face Ln
tRia dnrl<ness, but lier nia ware thrown
ont ini an attitr..2ý of eutireaty.

'lFor God's sa ke, dlont Jack 1"1 she crnet.
'II bat! a litMÉlntiieýnt thiat yenî woula


