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the powers of the Local Legislatures toi of greater consequence, than certainty. I
attempt to make any provision connected am wholly indisposed to any provision of
with the solemnisation of the marriage, law which may make of doubtful validity
whether it be preliminary to or, wheher La m rriage which the Parlianent of
it accompanies the act. Now there is Canada has declared may be lawfully con-
one o these provisos that Is clearly wrong, tracted. But we are not called upon, in
that wbich provides that it shall not be my opinion, to do so, and I think this
compulsory on any officiating minister to subject is improperly intruded upon our
celebrate such a marriage. If the Local- notice; because, I say again, we should
Legislature alone is to determine who is be trenching, in passing this provision
to celebrate marriage. it may determine on Local powers ; though I agree that
that marriage may be celebrated civilly; the simple right to declare whether the
it may not give power to an ininister. of marriage shall be good may embrace &
any church to celebrate any marriage; it power in us to declare that it should be
may determine that marriages should be good between. some and bad between
celebrated by one class of ministers alone ; othersof the same class. But bow in-
it may declare that all niarriages may be expedient is this. What a degree of
celebrated, no matter what the religion of uucertainty we would be introducîng
the contracting parties be, by any lawful into the law1 To require in the case of
minister of any Christian denomination ; every arriage a decision wht ig the re-
it may decide that it shall not be com- ligion of the parties; whether ornot the
pulsory-on any minister of any faith to law or custom of the Churcli requires a
celebrate any marriage; it may make it dispensation; and, if se, whether the dis-
obligatory on al authorised persons to pensation has been proper1y obtained,
celebrate all marriages. It may make all and to require proof of ai these thinga in
sorts of provisions. It is able to meet order to make the marriages vabd. 1
the difficulty raised by the hon. member agree also witb the view that this clause
for Jacques Cartier, as to the objections la obscure. I cannot clearly construe it.
of a minister to celebrate marriage between We know the questions that have arisen
these clases. I believe, as lie bas said, under the Quebec Code; we know the
that such objections are largely shared by hon. gentlean's opinion bf the meaning
rny spiritual pastors and masters. Now of' the Code; we know that the iew
the Local Leislature may, if it deema fit, entertained iy Tany in the Province of
respect this scruple by sucl a clause as I Quebec is that, wbere the parties are of
arn disc ssing. But we have no sucb one faith, it is ;lawfl only for a minister

ih and it wotuld be eiiienetly irij)r, of we Churc toe whici those qAries be-
dent for us, in my opinion', te aitempt te long tocelebratetheir marriage. ay, ores
interfere with the solemnisation enthat this beelawful enly forthecuré ofoneor
marriage. If I have established i.hat other of the parties where loth are Roman
it belongs to the Iéocd Legisîsture Catbolics. In the case of mixed arriages,
te, say who sail solemnise mar- from the necessity of the case, a more
niage, I bave establishied also tbat it lib-ral interpretation bas been given, and
belong te tbe Local L&gisîstture te say iW kw dmitted that the marriage may be
wheter thats ba l be a duty o r a p wer. celerated by a inister of tbe Churc te
imperatve or ob'igatory, conulsoryr lhicyaeiter of the parties belongs, but i
or optintal. Therefore 1 thinkwe la contended that the marriage, for ex-
have no power te apas this proviso, ample, of twe Roman Catholica by a
which declares tbat, if, in any Chiurch os;-rinister of the Preabyterian, or of tbe
religions bod-, wbose mittister is anthor- Anglican Church, is, accordingto.thelawof
ised te celebrate marriages, any dispen- Lewer Canada, iinNalid. Then. withi refer-
sation be required, for such a larriage, ence tethis articular Biua, as affecting the
the dispensation sha l be faet obtained Romanchatbolics, we know that the Code
I concur coîdially in the iew of the hon. lias placed pon tem imptris particlar a
member for Argenteuil (o r. Abbtt) disabiity to which the bo, gentleman
For my part I beieve nothing is ofgreater very niocn objecta. There is no dubt,
ionseluece wit respect Ltothislcontract, [ bink, at ail, that,'uder the Code, these
wbichis the foundation of la, of society, prohibitions, wbicli are subject to dispena-
ahd of the wole social fabri-nothing is ations, do not include tis particular pro-


