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for the eyesight of the fair Indians is as perfect as that of the

posure to sunlight darkens their skins. I have never seen an
albino Indian. . ' ‘

. v Among various weltern tribes, individuals may be found
who are (ha acterized, even in childhood, by having coarse
gray hair. From all T could see and learn, I should think that
such persons are more numerous among the Minnetarees and
Mandans than in any other tribe; and they are perhaps the
most numerous among the Mandans. ' ' -

§22. CereMoNtEx.—Their most important ceremony is that

: of the Dahpike or Nahpike, which formerly took place regularly

N once a year, but'i is now celebrated ever v second or third year

only. On the day, when it is determined to commence this

cerem(my, some men of the Hidatsa tribe, dressed and mounted

as for a war-party, proceed to the woods. Here they select a

tall, forked cottonwood, which they fell, trim, and bark; to this

“they tie their lariats, and, by the aid of their horses, dr: ag it

toward the village. In the procession, the man who has most

distinguished himself i battle, mounted on the horse on whose.

low in the order of their military distinction; as they drag the
:log alon they fire their guns at it, strike it with their Sthkb,
- and bhOllt and sing songs of victory. The log, they say, is

‘symbolical of a conquered enemy, whose body they are bring-
ing into the camp in triumph. When the log is set'up, they
again go to the wood§ to procure a quantity of willows. A
temporary lodge of green willows is then built around the log,
as the medlcme lodg e, wherein the ('eremonv is perto;;ned
The participants fast four davs with food in sight, and, on
the fourth day, submit to tortures which vary according to
the whim of the sufferer or the advice of the medicine-men.
Some have long strips of skin separated from different parts of
their bodies, but not completely detached. Others have large
pieces of the integument entirely removed, leavi ing the mlhcles
e\p()\ed Others have incisions made in their ﬂesh in which
raw-hide strings are inserted; they then attach buffalo skulls to
the strings and run round with these until the strings become.

dark; they have no unusual appearance of the pupil, and ex- -

back he has done his bl'webt deeds, takes the lead; others fol- -
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