
ETHINOGRAPRY OF THE HIIDATSA INDIANS.

for the eyesight of the fair Indians is as perfect as that of the

dark; they have noi unusual appearance of the pupil, and ex-

posure to suntliglht darkens their skins. I have ieyer seen an

albino Iniiilan.

Ainong various weitern tribes, individuals may be found

who are caracterized, ev-en in cIil(Ilood, by having coarse

gray lair. Fromt ail I could sec and learn, I hould think that

such persons are more numerous among tithe Minnetarees and

Manlans than ut any other tribe; and they are perhaps the

nost numerous anug the Mal(lals.

§ 22. CEREMONmis.--Tlîeir mtost important ceremony is that

of, the Dahpike or Nahpike, which formterlv took plae reg'ularly

ofice a year, )but is now celebrated everv second or third year

only. On the day when -it is determinled to coinmence this

ceremony, some mnen of the Ilidatsa tribe, dressed and mounted

as for a war-party, proceed to the woods. Ilere they select a

tall, forked cottonwood, which they feli, trin, and bark; to this

they tie tieir lariats, and, bv the aid of their horses, drag it

toward the village. lI the procession, the man who lias most

distinguisled huimself in, battle, nmounted on the horse on whose,

back lue lias done his bravest deeds, takes the lead; others fol-

low in the order of their militarv distintction; as they drag the

log along, they fire their guns at it, strike it witlu their sticks,

ni shout and sing songs of victory. The log, they say, is

symbolical of a coinquered enemy, wltose body they are bring-

ing into the camp i triuipl. When tithe log is set'up, they

again go to the woods to procure a quantity of willows. A

teiporary lodge of green willows is tient buit around the log,
as the medicinte-lodoe, wlerein the cerentonv-is performed.

The participants fast four days with food in siglht, and, on

the fourth day, submit to tortures whidi varv according to

the whim of the sufferer or the advice of the medicine-men.

Some have long strips of skin separated frôm different parts of

their bodies, but not comtpletely detached. Otiers have large

pieces of the integumuent entirely removed, leaving the muscles

exposesi. Others have incisions made in'their flesh, in which

raw-hide stringrs are inserted; they then attaci, buffalo skulls to

the strings and run round with these until the strings become
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