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of its many deficiencies, not to feel that some
explanation is due to that public, which has
hitherto regarded my attempts in literature with
so much forbearance and kindness.

While in Canada, [ was thrown into scenes
and regions hitherto undescribed by any tra-
veller, (for the northern shores of Lake Huron
are almost new ground,) and into relations with
the Indian tribes, such as few European women
of refined and civilised habits have ever risked,
and none have recorded. My intention was to
have gi\*en the result of what [ had seen, and
the reflections and comparisons excited by so
much novel experience, in quite a different
form—and one less obtrusgve: but owing to the
intervention of various circumstances, and occu-
pation of graver import, I found myself reduced
to the alternative of either publishing the book
as it now stands, or of suppressing it altogether.
Neither the time nor the attention necessary to
remodel the whole were within my own power.
In preparing these notes for the press, much has

been omitted of a personal nature, but far too



