
AMONG THE THLINKITS IN ALASKA.

to me, the largest of which measured a little
more than six feet on a line joining the ex-
tremities of its outstretched mandibles. The
body was eighteen inches long. When broken
in pieces one, crab filled a camp kettle, and
four men made a hearty meal off it, and it
was al very good. The boy archers of the
village who brought me the crabs held their
bows horizontally, and strained the bow
against the front of the thumb and back of
the little fingers, the arrow passing between
the fore and middle fingers, a mode of archery
peculiar to the Alaskans. Many of the men
and boys. of the village were mnking boxes
and firkin , g4 shaping bows and paddles.
They used dried dog-fish skin for sand-paper.

In this village were many little bee-hive
huts, temporarily constructed of mats or bark,
which were due to, one of the most universal
superstitions, and especially cruel, as influ-
encing these people. These huts were the
temporary shelter to which women were driv-
en at certain times when they most needed
comfort and attention, that is, at the periods
of childbirth, etc.

When a maiden reaches a marriageable age
'her lover demands his bride from her parents,
and if they answer favorably he sends the
purchase-money or goods, and on the ap-
.pointed day seats himself outside her hut
with his back to the door. If they are
willing to accept him he is invited in. The
maiden sits modestly in a corner. The rela-
tives form a circle round the fire and sing
and dance. The wedding gifts are displayed
and critically examined. They are laid upon
the floôr, and the girl walks over them to
her lover. According to the Russian priest,
Veniaminoff and Wrangell, the marriage cere-
mony is not complete until bride and groom
have fasted four days, and lived away froni
each other for a month. They then live
together as man and wife. I had nd oppor-
tunity of confirming the accuracy of these
statements.

A man frequently takes the narfie of his son,
but, before doing so, he gives a festival and
announces his intention. He -does not give
up his former name or names, but assumes
a new one as the father of his son; or he
takes the name of a dead ancestor, but first
gives a festival in honor of that departed
progenitor. They call such a ceremony " ele-
vating " (or reverencing) the dead. Another
festival is of a political character. It is to
gain popularity and influence. To this end
the ambitious person will save for years till he
has an accumulation of this world's goods.
Then he makes a feast of unlimited eating

and drinking, and all this store of wealth is
distributed to the guests present. Festivals
also celebrate the arrival of distinguished
guests.

In the gray dawn, as we were about to push
from shore, the old chief came to us accom-
panied bytwo of his wives. My blanket was
wrapped round him. He said I had a good
heart. I was a young chief now, but some day
I would be a great one. Among the Thlinkits,
he said, when a friend was leaving on a long
journey, they watched him out of sight, for
he might never return. I was his friend. I
was going away to my own land. He would
never see me again. Therefore he had come
to watch me out of sight. He then motioned
to his elder wife, who handed me a beautiful
sable skin, and he continued: "Wherever
you go among Thlinkits, show them this and
tell them I gave it to you."

The breeze was freshening. I wrapped my
capote about me and stepped aboard. We
paddled rapidly out to sea, and it was not
long before the three figures were lost to
view. We were about three hundred and fifty
miles from Sitka. In three days we reached
Koutzen6o, a large village opposite the en-
trance to Peril Strait, where most of the native
distilled liquor is made. Here we witnessed a
drunken revel of indescribable abandon, dur-
ing which naked and half-naked men and
women dragged themselves about the place.

With a comparatively mild climate through-
out the Archipelago, with most valuable ship-
building timber covering the islands, with a
cedar that now sells at one hundred and "fifty
dollars a thousand feet in Sitka, with splendid
harbors, with inexhaustible fisheries, with an
abundance of coal, and the probability that
veins of copper, lead, silver,: and gold await
the prospector, with the possibility of raising
sufficient garden vegetables, and with wild
cranberry swamps on nearly every island;.
with all these advantages it is surprising that
an industrious, amphibious, ship-building, fish-
ing colony from New England, or other States,
has not established itself in Alaska. One
drawback is that Congress has not yet or-
ganized a territorial governiment, but when
this .region shall have been opened up to
individual enterprise and settlement, it will
then be discovered' that -Alaska is a val-
uable possession. There is lacking neither
the wealth nor the will to contradict this, but
to those who are really interested I will say
what the opposition. does pot say:-Go and
see ! The round trip from New York will,
cost you about six hundred dollars, which
does not include hotel expenses.

C. E. S. Wood.
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