
ISABEL LEICUTER.

so unceremoniously. I feel assured týhat Miss Lucy will join us,
as she is not one of the riding party.'

Isabel afflentedy and Arthur went ià warch. of Luéy.
Lady Ashton followed him, and remonstrated-.;: 14 You know

you were to be one of the riding party, Arthur." 0
Il Impossible, my dear aunt. After what has passed, 1 can't

do lm than devote my time this - morning to, the service of Miss

"ÎLsense ; she is « only a governess.

much the more would she feel any slight."'
talk absurdly," shé-reurned with a sneer. You eant

take her alone Arthur. 1 will not allew it.'>
My dear aunt, I am much too, prudent for that. Lucy
Mornington goes with us."

But *ho will ride wiih Mary?

014 you must get her a cavalier, as yQu did a horse, I - sup-
pose, te he returned careleggly. - At all events, I am not at her
service, even though no other be found ; " and he passed on ýo:wed
Lucy, regardless of his aunt's displeasure. And he carried the
diy in spite of her, for she-put in practice several little schemes to
prevent Isabel going. But Lady "ton was defeàted ; and Isabel
Temembered this mornàg as the only really pleasant time during
her May at the Park.

Lady Ashton was greatly perplexed as to how to prSure a beàu
forMary, and, as a last resource, pressed Sir John into service 1.

but as he was a very quiet, stately old gentleman, the ride, to poor
Mary's great chagrin, was a very formal afFair.

On the last evening of her May at Ashton Park, Isabel was
admiring the beautiffil suuset from her window, and as ahe mood

lost in reverie, someone entered hastily and the door.
Turamg to see who the intrùder might be, she beheld a very
b«ueul girl, apparently about fimrtem yem of âge, ber

hffl jesdaàin Cy with aj!m, while her short, Mi.
toid exeiéement and- diaquietude. I have had sSh a dance

to _get here *hhout obs&,Wtîon," she panted forth. Il Pleau let
ime stay a fi" while."- And before lubel cmld rwover ficin ber

j"inentary surprise, Louisa lad , thrown hers& into, ha
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