
remember the lake beach with its conical sandhills covered over

by the evergreen j uniper whose fragrance loaded with a rich

aroma the soft breeze as it quietly crept in from the rippling

waters of the.lake.

That old 'lake shore, fashioned as God had made it by his

winds and waves·for ten thousand years before, had more charms

for me, than since the defacing hand of: man ha' builded there

broad avenues and 'great marble palaces, which are as far

beneath the works of nature's Architect, -as man himself 4h

beneath Him who màde al things well..

I thought that then a romantic place fit for the mating of native

lovers, in which to say soft words, and I felt assured that it was

so thought by them when once I was 'caled upon to.unite in

wedlock there a happy-pair, whose ambition it was to conform

to the white man's inode in .that solemn rite, and, as the

dnsky bride explained, that it might last forever.

As might have been anticipated, neither history nor tradition

pretendà to go back to the origin of any of the. native tribes

who occupied this land when first explored by civilized man.

At that time the country where we live was principally

occupied by the Illinois Indians who were an important people,

.who ranged from the Wabash to the Mississippi, and from the

Ohio even to Lake Superior, although there. were a great many

other tribes occupying the same territory. - Their chief 'location

was in N6rthern Illinois. Here was their home, and their

great metropolis- was where Utica now stands, in La Salle

county. There then stood the largest city ever built by north-

ern natives. It was a delightful place in the bosom of a beautiful

valley, and the city occupied all the intervening space between

the river and the bluff, nearly a mile in extent. Their great

cemeteries there testify to the populousness of the place, even

were the testimony of the first' discoverers wanting. If wedo

not know of the beginning of any native nation, we are credi-

ops


