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ousness, Headache and Constipation gone!

The ’Longshoremen’s
Demands.

Employers State Reasons for
Refusing Them.

Editor Evening Telegram
Dear Sir,—I am instructed by the
Employers’ Protective Association to
forward you copy of a letter which
has been addressed to-day to the Long-
shoremen’s Protective Union.
Yours truly,
ROBERT B. JOB,
Secretary,
Employers’ Protective Assoc.

(COPY)

April 15th, 1920.
Mr, Joseph Flavin,
Vice President,

'Longshore’s

City.

Dear Sir,—The employers Protective
Association has given cereful consid-
eration to the demand recently put
before them by your Union for an in-
crease in the current rates of wages
to meet the alleged increase in the

Protective Union

General Labour .. .. ..

cost of living. As a similar demand
has been made annually about this
time of year for séveral years past, it
is possible to make a comparison of
successive years on a fairly satisfac-
tory basis; and the figures have been
compiled for the consideration of the
Employers showing approximately
the increase in the cost of living and
in wages during the past few years.
Some of these figures have already
been handed to the L.S.P.U. and have
found their way into the papers in a
somewhat inadequate and misleading
form. The Employers think, therefore,
that it is proper to place their cal-
culations before the L.S.P.U. in a more
extended form, and also to send a copy
of this letter to the daily papers.
The wages per hour paid for the
principal classes of labour during the
last few winters (October to.April)
have been as follows:—
Present
1916-17 1917-18 1918-19 1919-20 Demand
16c. 20c. 24c. 29c. 42c.

Special Labour: e.g., barrowing fish,
packing, screwing, handling salt,

loading vessels, etc. .. .. ..

The following figures are put for-
ward as the basis on which the offer-
ed increase of 16% was arrived at;
and they show the employers’ reason

18c. 26c¢. 30c. 35¢. 62c.

for believing that the alleged increase
of 40 to 60 per cent. in cost of living
has not taken place.

1)
COST OF FOOD, LIGHT, FUEL AND RENT.

The following estimate of cost un~
der the above heads for a family of
gix was put forward by Mr. T. M.
White, President of the Newfoundland
Industrial Workers Association, and
published in the papers in May, 1919.

Flour, 3 Stone .. «. +o oo s+ o0 oo on

Pork, 6 1bs. .. .
Butter, 3 1bs. ..

Tea, % 1b. .. ..
Molasses, 1 gal. ..
Potatoes, 4 gals. ..
Cabbage, 4 1bs. .. .
Fish, 4 1bs. .. .. «¢ «&
Milk, 7 pts. .. .. .
Kero. 0Oil, 3 qts. .. .
Coal, 1-8 ton .. .. .
Rent .. ..

Or BaY .c oo oo o

His estimate has been accepted and
prices for four years have been add-
ed, which have been corrected by a
provision dealer in daily touch with
the trade, while the estimate of rent
has been had from a gentleman :n
close touch with the subject:—

(Mr. White'’s

Estimate)
1917 1918 1919 1919
3.30 3.60 3.60 3.60
1.80 1.80 1.80 1.62
1.14 1.26 1.26 1.35
30 30 30 25
70 1.20 1.20 1.20
80 80 1.00 1.00
48 48 48
32 56 48

(14.23)

Therefore if we take last year as the standard, and call it 100%, the
four years will compare as follows:—

1916-17 1917-18
82.4% 91.2%

It may be said that this list is scant
wnd does not cover everything a fami-
ly needs. It is not claimed that it does
s0—it is merely claimed that it is quite
sufficient to shew the approximate per-
sentage of increase in cost.

On Mr. T. M. White’s scale the cost
st living for a family of six is now,
per week in round figures $16.90. That

1918.19 1919-20
100% 114.2%
this is about correct is shown by an
estimate for a famwily of eight furnish-
ed to the employers this year by an
officer of the L.S.P.U., which is as
follows:—
T AR AR SO e &
DREEOR. S IR, o0 5o i o ov nb 500
WIAEE. R IR i o 0iv; ovi parinwssndill
BUBAY, 8 1b8. s ks vk v oo 1.60

B

RUSTABLE

Téa, %.1D. oo soids we da'ew 52
Milk, 7 pintS .. «o oa o0 50,00 c0 84
3read, 7 10aVeS .. .o oo oo oa
jero. Ofl, 1 gal.' .o ouioe oo 45
RANS, 2 1D, oo (o oaes oo iver 5
el 1B TOM i o e enise oo

Fish, 4 Ib8. .. ¢4 ¢c oo s¢ oe 60
Meat, fresh, 4 1b8. .. «o oo o«

Meat, salt, 4 1bs. .. oo oo o0 o

MUK, 1tin .. (el oo oveaiian 21
LT T e R NP R O 21
Church Fees
Union Fees .. o oo oo oo o0 06
Pepper .. ..
Yeast Cake
MAtOhES i oo b oo oo om oo 05
BRI LS8 ee 53 oh 06 ee es 05
Patatoes, 3 gallons .. .. .. 75
AMPOIE 25 LR N s e e 15
Sk TR R R, TP 21
Washing Soda .. .. «0 o0 o0 05

ce es e we s 40

ee o8 es es ve 05

s be ee ss se o 05

$17.40

The L. S. P. U’s list, which is for
a family of eight, puts in all the de-
tails, and is probably a better list. It
must be remembered that the average
number of children under 15 per fami-
ly in St. John’s District is not eight
or six, but under two, according to the
Census. This may be shown thus:—

St. John’s East and West, Total Popp-
lation, 45,760.

No. of married persons .. .. ..

Divide this by 2 and we have
married couples, about.. ..

Add widows 'and widowers,
who are possibly heads of
families ..

15,159

7,580

2,408

9,988

Therefore the average number per
family, if the whole population lived
in families, would be 45,700 divided

sons per family, regardless of age.
But there are less than two children
under 15 per family as can be shown
thus:—

No. of heads of families about 9,988
No. of children under 1§ years of
age, according to Census, 15,680,
which gives an average of about 1%
children undcr 15 per family. There-
fore if we reckon workingmen’s fami-
lies at four persons on the average,
we are allowing liberally. No doubt
there are families with five or six
children, but there are bachelors,
etc., and families with more than one
person earning, all of which brings
down the average number of depend-
ents.

It is quite possible that Longshore-
men as a class may have on the aver-
age a larger number of children- per
family than the other classes, but
they cannot greatly exceed the aver-
age. If there are 5,000 labouring men
in town and they averaged 3 children
each, they would have all the children

,;|'1|- i ////

under 15 years that are according to
the Census, leaving none whatever
for any other class of people, which,
of course, is absurd, and cannot be
true.

The average family then consists
of two parents and two children, and
for these, on the L. S. P. U. scale, the
above expenses would not come to
more than $12.00 to $13.00 per week,
allowing the parents to cost more than
twice as much per week as the child-
ren. (If all cost the same, the weekly
cost would of course, be lesg) and al-
lowing for coal, rent and light being
the same. A great many families have
more than one wage-earner, and many
labourers get something extra im the
way of special bonuses, extra over-
time, or fishing in the Summer, which

by 9,980, which gives about 412 per-

The following figures have been

firm:—

Cost of Mar. 191
Suit factory made .. .. .. .. 13.50
Underwear, suit of .. .. .. 2.00
Flannel, 10 yds. .. .. .. .. .. 15.00
Calico, 10 yds. .. <. oo 'co .. 400
Boots, men’s pair .. .. .. .. 7.50

42.00

Equal to .. ..

This does not appear, however, to
be quite a fair calculation, and per-

1916-17
MAN:
o SRS T GRS RS [ 7
Underwear, suitof .. .. .. 2.00
e N T P S, 7.60
WOMAN:
Flannel, 10 yds. .. .. .. .. 15.00
Calico, 10 yds. .. o4 «¢ .. 4.00
) O o S o o e 5.00
2 CHILDREN:
BOYIS BUIL Lo o0 ve so oo 10,00
UnAerclothes .. oo s oi oo 2,00
Flannel 6 yds. .. .. .. .. 7.50
Calico, 5 yds. ., PO 2.00
BOStE TP .. i e e 10.00
78.50

85.5%

It is to be noticed again that this
list does not claim to be complete. 1t
only elaims to contain emough articles

which is equivalent in p.c. to

COMBINED COST OF FOOD,

Now heat, light, food and house
rent probably account for 4-5 of the
workingman’s income and clothing

Food, heat, light, rent, 4.. ..100%

Clothing, %.+ .« ¢c ¢0 ov «. ..100%

While this does not pretend to be ab-
solutely accurate, it is probably close
enough for all practical purposes. It

The rates of wages for the past
four years are given at the beginning
of this memorandum. In order to see
how they actually work out, there
have been taken the actual pay re-

cords of six steady men on a Water
Street premises, receiving the regular

. Per man
Winter of 1916-17 .. .o .. .. 24835
Winter of 1917-18 285.36
Winter of 1918-19 .. 312.35
Winter of 1919-20 .. 430.98

ee 2 o0 s o0

s o0 oo oo

ee o8 se e

825%

Winter’s Average Weekly Average Percentage

adds to their incomes.

(2)
COST OF CLOTHING.

supplied by a reliable dry goods

7 Mar. 1918 Mar. 1919 1920
16.50 ¢ 20.50 26.00
2.40 1.90 3.20
17.50 17.50 15.00
4.50 3.50 5.00
7.50 7.50 9.00

50.90 50.20

95.3% 100% 114.3%

haps the estimate might be made bet-
ter in this form:—

1917-18

48.50

1918-19 1919-20
16.50 20.50

40 1.90

.50 7.50

17.50 17.50
4.50 3.50 5.00
5.00 5.00 6.00

13.00 15.00 21.00
2.00 1.50 2.50
8.75 8.75 7.50
2.50 175 2.50

10.00 10.00 12.00

89.40 92.90 109.45

96.2% 100% 117.8%

to show the approximate percentage
of increase in cost.

3.)

HEAT, RENT AND CLOTHING.

.
about 1-5, certainly not more. Amalga-
mating our percentages on this basis
we get the following results: —

x 4 — 400
x1— 100 1178% x 1 — 1178

5)500 5)574.6

100% 114.9%
appears therefore that the working-
man’s cost of living has advanced ap-
proximately 15%.

4)
INCREASE IN WAGES.

pay of unskilled labour at the above
rates. The same men have been fol-
lowed right through, with the excep-
tion that in 1919-1920 one man drops
out and is replaced by another.

114.29% x 4 — 456.8 |

B

SUNLIGHT IN THE MORNING,
SUNLIGHT ALL THE DAY.

START washing-day well with
Sunlight Soap. Have the clothes
on the line early, and the meals
ready to time. The afternoon is
then yours to spend at your own
sweet will.

Pleasure follows in the wake of efficient
work. With Sunlight Soap the housewife
does her work most efficiently, most easily.
There is no mystery. You get out of soap
just what the makers putintoit. The cream
l of soap materials go into Sunlight Soap.

l The Sunlight environment is in keeping
: with its mission of cleanliness and
| efficiency—no soap is better fitted to

serve the British housewife than Sunlight
Soap. Prove this to-day.

£ 1,000 Guarantee of Purity on

e every bar.

SUNLIGH

The name Lever on Soap
is a Guarantee of Purity
and Excellence.

LEVER® BROTHERS LIMITED .PORT SUNLIGHT, ENGLAND.

men in steady unskilled work on a
fish premises. It is hardly possible to
calculate the wage of men employed
mainly on steamer work, on account
of the irregular nature of their em-
ployment and the large amount of
night work, overtime, etc. They are
likely to make larger wages when
many steamers are coming to the port
and to find themselves hard pressed
when steamers are few. However, the !
above figures apply to them in a gen- |
eral way, as the increases in theirf
wages have been proportional to those '
in other classes of labour. |

With regard to men employed in!
discharging coal steamers, it is to be !
noted that they earn excellent wages, |
largely on account of the heavy and |
dirty form of labour, and the working |
of a great deal of overtime in order to "
enable steamers to get away prompt- |
ly; and they earn these wages in a’
comparatively small number of days. |
Figures have been compiled showing |
the earnings of eight men employed“
‘on a coal premises between January
| 1st, 1919, and December 31st, 1919.
These men averaged earnings of]
$972.38 in an average of 171 days,
leaving them about 130 days in the
year on which they could engage in
any other work if it -was available
and they felt like doing so. On days
when they are in full work discharg-
ing steamers these men can make
about $8.00 per day, while the aver-
age amount of work done per man has |
| substantially diminished during the
past few years as is shown by the re-
duced speed of discharging, notwith-

Flakes:

out st--ak or spot.

terial or stain the hands.

The radiant charm of lovely colour can be impar
in exactly three minutes to the woollen sweat
dainty blouse, or the discarded garment.

Unfailing success attends the use of Maji

A few minutes, a tablespoonful of Ma
Flakes, two glasses of hot water and your cas
things emerge transformed exquisitely coloured with

No boiling. No rubbing. Does not injure the
PRICE 15 CENTS A PACKAGE.

Robert Templieton,

DISTRIBUTOR FOR NEWFOUNDLAND.
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The wages have been taken for the'
Winter, half-year, October to March
27 weeks.

Per man

standing that Union rules requires a

‘larger number of men in each hatch It was stated by one of the L. S.

of a coal steamer than they formerly P. U. delegates at the meetin; be-
did. tween Employers and L. S. P. U. that
the stevedores were well satisfied with

It is estimated that if the increase|ihe advance given to them last year,

9.55
10.97
12.01
15.96

80.0%
91.16%
100.0%
133.3%

granted, it will mean an increase in
the cost of coal to the public of ap-
proximately 75c. per ton on soft coal
and $1.00 per ton on anthracite to

in wages at present demanded is|and that, but for the increased cost of

living no new demand for any ad-
vance would now be hlade, or in other
words that they asked only for a suf-
ficient increase to offset the increase

\
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Forget the price, when you

examine a D& A Corset,
think only of what you want —see the

past winter is probably too lgrge. If

* |said that in spite of this increase the

As a matter of fact, however, 1918- it had been a normal winter the wages
1919 was a season when winter work would probably have been about $340.-
was rather slack; and as a result the 00, making the jump this year about
iincrease between that winter and the 26% instead of 33.3%.

SUMMARY.
Taking last season, the winter of cent, we have thus got the following
1918-19, as the standard with which results:—
to compare, and calling it 100 per
; 1916-17

Cost of Living .. «. e« o <+ 82.8%
Average Wages .. «s oo o0 s« ++ 300%

1917.18 » +1918-19 w- 1919.20
92.2% 100% 114.9%
91.6% 100% 133.3%

(or 126.0%)

From these it will be seen that say, that they can only just live now,
wages last year increased much more be the case that they could
than the cost of living. It may be at all four years ago. But
1 e; for it is known

still insufficient to enable to ¢

in wages |in cost of living since last settlement
alone. \ of labour rates. b

This is an illustration of our argu- Now the figures given in this let-

cover the actual increase

the Employers desire to
labourers down to the lov
they can keep them alive upon.

This is not_the case. The Emp"
ers are merely in this position that
they have it put to them that W&
must go up about 45 per cent. hecdt™
the cost of living has gone up ¢
much, and they produce these ﬁ?""f
to show that it has not gone wp ¥
per cent., but about 15 per cent¥
inerease, which they are prepared .
‘meet.

It will hardly be denied by the
jon members themselves that >
John’s Employers for the most pot

. col)
(Continued on 9th Page, 4th -
t®

ment in another part of this letter,|ter must not be misinterpreted. As
other classes immediately feel the
~ —
s ... ' i :
creases from others which in turn , N
avoid; but of course if an increase of
. A 4
blld@l_.the_k e’“t‘.‘,'
able class of people, it necesarily

that the increase in wages necessar- |soon as these figures are published,
pinch and an increase in the wages
are reflected in the cost of living. A K EEkngs
Simionds buck saw cuts
wages out of proportion to the im-
ayuumum.mm.
does ‘a great deal to accelerate that

ily falls upon the public. But the|a certain sort of people will immedi-

mischief does not end there, for many |ately try to use them to show that

of ome class or union is generally

followed by demands for similar in-

It is appreciated that this is a dif- ik o by

ficulty which it is very hard to g‘,tﬂ;lngglrth_leugﬁ’on.
rames’ 'are’ rigid 'and

creased cost of living is granted at

any particular time to any consider- iple _

Street asd Acorm Avenue,
rise in expenses which constitutes so || ;
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