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Attempt to Bribe Liberal Re-

The Supporters of_the: Mbw;t
Government Unpurchasable.

“Big Push” Wilkinsoh'and a Co
federate Put in Prison. .

e

The Latest Developments in this Unprece«
demfed Affair- The Petalls of the Plot. *

Thescene enacted Monday x:)il;ht,'on the
floer of the legislative assembly as
exciting and memorable as any ever be-
fore enacted in a Canadian paliiment.
Theugh the intended revelatibn of a

the Mowat Government was known toa
considerable number of persons, they
kept their counsel well, and the explo-
sion therefore came with stunning eﬂpoct
not merely on the Upposition, but ap-
ntly also on many members on the
vernment’s side, and on all the spec-
tators, who got & spicier performance
than they had bargained for. There

presentatives . . .« .*f

= ﬂ‘lu:'s' h thohw
3 ehn F. Dowling,
member for the 80 of Renfrew ; that
ont the objects of the conspiracy

in
m‘m’gl‘H:on, to influence the vete of

im mon-

L sum
X ; that the said Bunt-
ment of the former

.Y., the latter sum
ready-stated, and

¢Kim thas the dominion minister of the
to them his word that

of the said office woflld be

and the said Bunting on his own

his word te the same effect ; that
m

" the smd Wi n re-
t0 pay, and did this day de-
four the sum of in
to pay a further sum of

day ; that for the
d also offered to pay to
; that immediately on re-
$800 Mr. Balfour z}w—
eod the same in the hands of Mr. Speaker, to be
R him produced to this house ; and that fur-
or to secure the same the said Wil-
kinson undertook that the said Balfour should
be appointed by the Dominion Government to
in the Northwest ;

a future period ; that the sum so offer-
ed to be paid down was exhibited to him by
the said Wilkinson, and that there is reason
hat ether corrupt offers were made

oonspirators to, and rejected by,
bers of this house, and it is hereby
Resolved, That the charges and matters re-
ferred to and set forth in said statement of the
information and belief of the Attorney-Gener-

was nothing in - the proceedings of the

that a storm was impending. T
Houase, at eight o'clock, went into co
mittee of supply and pussed the esti

for ‘‘legislation,” . After this was over
the premier, about half-past nine, mov-
ed the speaker into the chair and com-
menced to address the House on a ques-

like

A THUNDERBOLT OUT OF THE SKY.
Rumeors had been in ecirculation of a
vague and indefinite kind, they were se
exceedingly vague that butlittle atten-
tion er credence were placed irf them.
The house had assembled, had said
its prayers, and gone into the prosaic
business of Supply. There wagnothing
noticeable in the speeches-exce t, per-
hape, that Mr. Hardy and :Mr. Fraser
were a little more trenchant, and Mr.
Carnegie was a little wore owlish than
usual. It was after the question was put-
and carried that the committee de rise
and report progress, that there happened
THR MOST EXCITING SCENE

that the crumbling walls uf the shahby
old barn have ever witnessed. It came

Mr. Mowat rose in his seat, and in a
few words, stated ihat he had ssmething
of the most startling character to tell the
House. There had, he said, been a

CONSPIRACY TO PURCHASE VOTES

carried on in that building. The Speak-
er, he understood, had received certain
letters, which he asked should now be
Iaid befere the House.

Then arese Mr. Speaker. He pro-
duced two large envelopes addressed to
himself, One of these he opened.. It
was from Mr. McKim, member for W,
Waellington. = It was very shorf. 1t stat-
ed that Mr. McKim had been approach-
vd by the notorious J. A. Wilkinson,
one of the chief bribers of the Dominion
bribery brigade, and had been paid no
less & sum than $1,000 to influemce his
vote, and this meney in ten $100 bills
M. McKim enclosed to the Speaker.
The second letter was one to a- similar
effect from Mr. Balfour, of Seuth Essex, |
who had received $300 from ore Kirk-
land, for a similar purpose.

The effect upon the House of the dis-
closure was indescribable. A pin could
have been heard to drop as the Speaker
read the letteis in & clear, dignified tone
and

SLOWLY COUNTED OUT THE EIGHTEEN HUN-
DRED DOLLARS

before the people. This little drama,
which had been performed amidst breath-
less stillness,| bding over, Mr. Mowat
arese and explained that Messrs. Bal-
four and McKa acted 1n’ the mat-
ter with the know and ; concurrence
of the Government.” Hethen read the
following declaration and resolation,
taking upon himself the entire respon-

THE RESOLUTION,
attorney-general, a me

that he is oredibly informed and |
divers named bﬂ him, including Chris-
topher W. gumlng John A. Wilkinson, Kd-
ward Meek, F. 8. Kirkiand and one Lynch,
have entered into a conspiracy to accomplish
the defeat of the government in this houso by
corrupting mem! of this house to vote
against the government and government meas-

That the first-named three persons are well
known and active members of the party in
this province opposed to this government, and
that the last named two persons are American
citizens.

That for the purpose of corruptly influenc-
ing the votes of members of this house the
said five persons bave at divers times d

sesgion of this ITM:N approach-
ed several members of this house with monéy,
offers of money. promises of offices in the gi
of the dominion government, and promises of
otler personal n&"ucu to such members.

That divers mem| of

house s0 ap-
srowhod.bell‘ indignant at t|

posed Dave d0omed It to bo
uct pro| to them, have t

the ﬂ‘r’unx gourse on their part, and a duty to
their constituents and the public, acting here-
in with theadvice and approval of members
of the government, to seem a time to en-
tertain such

in to secure de-
mwﬂ punishment§of the

d
14 per-

ng such attem
REpTI

forthwith referred to the Standing Com-
on Pri and Elections, with in-
to enquire and. report thereon, and
to'sena for and all neces-
ns and papers in or concerning the

THE OPPOSITION LEADER.

then spoke:—He agreed with the
attorney-general that thg charges should
be promptly and thordghiy investigat-
ed, but held that the . (;ne}:nben whowl&ud
been approached wou ave occupied a
more gredihblo position if they had
spurned the offers made them instead of
appearing to accept them for the pur-

se «f leading others into criminal acts.
E)il speech was a dead-lift effort te
weaken the comdemnation which is sure
to follow the exposure, but even so mild
a deprecation met with little or no re-
sponse from his own followers.
Mr. Morris said he was prepared to
vote for an immediate investigation of
the matter. He could not help feeling
that a grave responsibility 1ested on
those wno had made the disclosures.
They were guilty of leading these men
on when, if they hal the honor of gentle-
men, they would have spurned their
tempters.

quivering with indignation asked how
they could insult him in that manner.
He, Mr. McKim, apprehended that.
when he was approached with offers of
money by persons to whom his financial
situation was known, it was for him to
be indignant and for him to settle how
the ineult should be avenved.

In a few burning sentences Mr. Fraser
described the conspirators with apt
alliteration as a ‘‘brawlinggbrood of
bribers hatched under the eaves of the
Mail 66ilding.” He arguedthat the in-
fornitng members had done simply their
duty in taking the course they took. and
told the opposition leaders to their faces
that what troubled them was the ex-
posure, not the crime, asi the former
would forever prevent them from occu-
pying government benches. The course
taken by Balfour and McKim was warm-
ly extolled by a number of ministerial
members, and was by one or two on the
other side admitted to be the only prop-
er one under the circumstances, ot a
single member of the Opposition except
Meredith and Morris ventured to express
disapproval, and the dramatie interest ot
the scene was heightened by .several
members destribing the efforts made to
bribe themsolives.

One of the most conspicuous was Dr.
Cascaden, who was offered money and an
office, the latter to be cither the regis-
trachip of Regiua or a custom post in
British Columbia,

Scarcely less so was Mr. Murray of
North Renfrew, who almost immediately
after the general election, a year ago,
was offered in Ottawa very strong in-
ducements to break faith with the gov-
ernment and betray his constituents,
Dr. Dowling said nothing, but he was
prevented from receiving $2000 only by
the arrest of Wilkinson.

TRYING TO WORK CASCADEN,

Dr. Cascaden (West Elgin) was ap-
roached by Meek, who wasa schoolfel-
ow of his twenty-four years ago, and

who has been an intimate friend ever!
since. He told the doctor that he was

the solicitor of certain parties who were

desirous of forming a coalition govern-

ment, that if Cascaden would support

vhem in this he would make him regis-

trar at Regina with a salary of $1800 and

a house, and give him $3000 or more

down for expenses. Meek suggested
that he should see Bunting. Dr. Cas-
caden met Kirkland yesterday. He said
he was interested in certain timber - lim-
its, and was anxious to defeat the gov-
ernment. He arranged for an interview,
but the doctor did nut keep it.

Mr. Graham detailed the approaches
made to himn:ll‘f', nag how he dool'i'nod to

against i vernment ; he was
:;1‘: he would be remunerated if he would
even speak against the Government with-

o 'nptlucndono_o

been made to him while oftea visit to
Ottawa. Mr. Baxter followad With a few
remarks whic? were grave and to the
point.

Mr. Young joined the previous speak-
s in thanking the membérs who had
uifearthed the conspiracy and brought
Nome the evidence of guilt to the con-
spirators. If corruption of this kind
was to be carried on, there would, he
said, in. ten years be no Dominion of
Oanada. o
" Messrs. Lees, Waters and others join-
ed mn condemmation of the outrazeous
attempt to corrupt the members.
It was reserved for Mr.Clarke,of West
Toronto, alone among the Opposition
members, to follow the contemptible
course of his leaaers. He: went the
length of insinuating that Mr. Mowat

en- | had hired the bribers and furnished thera

with money with which to corrupt his
own followers, ana that Mr. Mowat had
had the money paid thar day in order by
the exposure to influence the East Grey
election. To the credit of the other Op-
position speakers, Messrs. Wood, Broder,
Gray, and Kerns, be it said that not a
word did they uster

EXCEPT OF HONEST CONDEMNATION

of the bribery which their leaders at-
tempted to excuse.

WHAT DR. DOWLING WAS TO GET.
Dr. Dowling, it is said, was to get
$2,000 down, and more to come. The
$2,000 was put inan envelope, with cer-
tain conditions onit, and it was to be
deposited with Mr. Edward Meek, who
would pay it over on Dr. Dowling voting
against the Government during the re-
mainder of the session. The money was
counted in Dr. Dowling’s presence by
Mr. Vilkinson,who managedthe business
on this occasion. But part of the nego-
tiations were made by Mr. Bunting, into
whose office Dr. Dowling bad been in-
veigled by Wilkiuson requesting him to
see Bunting about having the protest in
South Renfrew witharawn. The door
was locked and the offers made.
Amongst the proposals was one that Dr.
Dowling should resign his seat to allow
an outsider, who Mr, Bunting said was to
enter the Meredjth Cabinet as a repre-
sentative of the Catholics. Dr. Dowling
was to receive $3000 for giving up his
seat in addition to the other moneys.
When the Attorney-General moved
the adjournment of the House till three
to-day the motion was carried in silence
which contrasted greatly with the usual
questions asked of the Government re-
specting business to come up on fature
days., Not a few members retired at
once, but many remained and gathered
in knots of

EAGER TALKERS AND LISTENERS.

Mr. Hudson and another member of
the Opposition crossed the floor and

the part he had takon in exposing the
scoundrelly conspiracy, and added that
they would have done precisely the same
thing if they had beon similarly ap-
proached.

THE MEN IMPLICATED.
J. A, Wilkinson is we!l known as a
Conservative politician and an agent of
the party. e has been engaged in
many elections in promoting Conserva- {
tive interests. It was he who first pub-
listied the Big Push letter in his paper,
the West Durham News. After that he
was known by the name of Big Push
Wilkinson. He was a meaber of the
Conservative brigade which appeared in
Muskoka, Algoma and West l&iddlesex.
Edward Meek is & lawyer who occu-
pies offices in the Mail building. He
was a member of the Young Men's Re-
form club once, but went over to the
Conservative party in the N. P. strug-
gles, since when he has been one of the
most venomous enemies of the Reform
party.: He has taken part in many elec-
tion eomyaigm. He is a_frequent com-
panion of Bunting. Meek wiil be sum-
moned.
Christopher Bunting is managing di-
rector of the Mail, and a bitter Conser-
vative. He was charged by the Hamil-
ton Times with trying to bribe members
some weeks ago. He was not arrested
with Kirkland and Wilkinson because
he has property and cannot fly the coun-

try.

F. 8. Kirkland (or Kirtland) hails from
Wisconsin. He is five feet eleven in
height, slender build, black hair, long
side whiskers, heavy moustache, and
shaven chin. He is extremely hand-
some in appearance though of a Mephis-
tophelian cut. He has been hera since
before Christmas and spent)a great deal
of his time in playing bjlliacds in the
Rossin house, wgero he was a guest.

THE ARKEST.
About nine o'clock Detective. Murray
quietly entered the gallery of the House,
and approached the jront tier where F.
8. Kirkland was sitting. Without at-
tracting attention he put his hand on
Kirkland's shoulder and, bending his
head,whispered a few words. Kirkland,
who appeared to be deeply interested at
the moment, jumped to his feet, and
fronting Murray with a face ashy pale,
demanded to know on what charge he
was arrested. Murray answered some-
thing not audible, and Kirkland at ence
left the gallery Marray following close at
his heels, A cab was wajting at the
door and the startled prisonsr was at
once driven te No. 2 pelice station,
where-lie was locked up. The warrant
was signed-by G. T. Denison, Police
Magistrate, as was also another warrant
issued for the arrest ef John A, Wilkin.
son, which in effect charges the prisoner
with ‘‘conspiracy to corrupt and frus-
trate the constitutional procedure and
action of the Legislative Assembly of On-

%,
his first bird h&_" ve down to the Walk-
er houso with Iig second warrant and
found Wilkinson
PACING EXCITEDLY

up and down ome of the corrilors.
When the warrant was presented he be-
came 80 nervous that he was unable to
hold the blue paper, and it fluttered to
the ground. Upon arriving at No. 2
station he was obliged to wait in the
main room until & couple of homeless
wanderets had got through their prayers
for a night’s lodgings, and then his name
was registered, his valuables were re-
moved, and he was consigned to the
same wing that sheltered the unfortunate
Kirkland. It was not a pleasant sleep-
ing apartment, in fact the members of
the night relief were unaole to sleep ow-
ing to the stink that arvse from the vag-
rants already housed. But as it was im-
possible to secure bail, the newly-arrived
prisonery were obliged to/put up with it.
As s00n as detective Murray, with his as-
sistants, Rogers and Wynne, had execut-
ed their warrants, they proceeded to the
Walker house and demanded the key of
Mcr. Wilkinson's room, but the manager
declined to give it up. He, however,
gave a guarantee that none of the
PRISONERR’ BELONGINGS.
would be interfered with, and the ofli-
cers then proceeded to the Rossin house,
where they secured a similar guarantee
as to Kirkland’s baggage.
“You are a hero,” said one prominent
member of the party to Mr. Balfour
after the adjournment. ‘‘Only a man of
luck would have dared to do what you
ave done.” ‘I was 80 annoyed by the
approaches that were made to me,” said
Mr. Balfour, ““that I determined to ex-
puse the bribers.”

THE MEMBER FOR HAMILTON.
Mr. Gibson, of Hamilton, did not say
anything, though the. Hamilton Times
says.that he was one of the members ap-
proached by Bunting. . A friend of his
said that he could have made a most
damaging statement had he desired to do
80.

THE COALITION GOVERNMENT.
The coalitivn government was to con-
sist of Mr. Meredith (ttorney-general
and premier), Alex. Morris (minister of
education), D. Creighton (provincial
treasurer) and three members from the
reform side whose names have not trans-
pired. They will, however, be given in
the evidence of the members.
A very peculiar article appeared in
the Telegram about two weeks ago
suggesting the coalition government that
has now transpired to have been the one
in view in all these negotiations. Who
inspired this article will form part of the
mvestigation. It was double-leaded and
attracted some little attention at the
time.
The penalty prescribed by law is two

r. McKim, then arose and in a voice | warmly congratulated Mr. Balfour en |yearsin penitentiary and a fine of £500.

The detectives working on the case
were Murray of Turonto, Wynn of Clif-
ton, Rodgers of Barrie. They have
taken a lot of baggage.
Tho centre of the conspiracy was in
Meek’s office in the Mail . building, and
the chief aceessories were Bunting, Meek,
Kirkland and Wilkinson.
Arraiguned in the Police Court.

The announcement that the alleged
couspirators were to be arraigned in the
police court yesterday morning caused an
swful jam of humanity around the build-
ings in Court street. After Magistrate
Denison had cleared his daily sheet, he
ordered F. 8. Kirkland, John A. Wilkin-
son, Christopher W, Bunting and Ed.
ward Meek to be arraigned. Kirkland
and Wilkinson were put into the pen,
while Mr. Bunting and Mr. Meek tovk
a seat at the table, fucing Clerk Nudel.
Mr. Fenton intimated that all four shoud
be wreated alike, and accordingly Mr.
Wilkinson and Mr, Kirkland were invit-
ed to step inside the rail. The magis-
trate read the indictment, which was
sworn to by Detective John W. Murray.

THE EXAMINALION ADJOURNED.
The magistrate then asked Mr. Bunt-
ing to plead. Mr. Clarke on his behalf,
said he would ssk an adjournment until
Friday, and he raised the question of
jurisdiction of the police magistrate. He
said that no offence had beer committed
under common law, ‘and if any offence
had been committed it was an intriuge-
ment of the privileges of the provincial
legislature, ifteen minutes or 6 were
consumed discussing the jucisdiction of
the magistrate, when Mr. Nev'ls asked
what amount the court would require for
bail. He said his client would offer any
amount of bail. Mr. Fenton would not
agree to- bail, even if a million dollars
were offered,and the magistrate adjuorn-
ed the case till rriday morning.

Kirkland and Wilkinson were taken
from the room, and remained in the
building till 4 o’clock in the afternoon,
when they were driven to the jail in a
cab. During the interim a large number
of their friends visited thewm.

BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE

The committee on privileges and elec-
tions met yesterday morning at 10 o'clock.
Mr. Harcourt was in the chair. After
some discussion it was decided not then
to take evidence but simply to hear the
statements of members, x

Dr. Dowlllz‘péguu-nen.

Last Thursday Messrs. Bishop and
McKim went to my room and said Wilk-
inson wished to see me at the Walker
House. I went down and saw him.
He said he intended purchasing a number
of votes of Government supporters. He
offered me $2000 to vote against the
Government, and $3,000 if I would re-
sign my seat ; also that proceedings in a
protest case against ine would be drop-

He told me to call upon Mr. Bii.
, who is wealthy, and cou'd be tru
od. Ksaw Mr. Bunting, who,

rsuade me in a manner similax to
WVitkinson.
Lynch visited me frequen
Lynch handed me an eav 5
ing $2,000, with conditions, written on
the back, which offered to bet we the '
enclosed amount that I would wvote ,for
the Mowat Government during the’
session and would not resign my seat.
Kirklaud told me he had lumber lands
from Pardee and . could not get §
He had enough mopey to huy up
votes to turn the balance of powen.
told me a coalition Government. was in
the interests of the Province, and wished
me to sign an agreement to suppart' it.
i He said a vote of want of confidence
would bs taken in a few dagys on,the
timber policy of the Government'; that °
several members on the Government
side of the House would vote with the
Opposition, and he wanted my yote
among those dissatisfied.
Mr. Balfour's Statemaend. '

On Tuesday morning I was first ap-
proaehed by Kirkiand, who talked
change of Government policy in timber
lands. He said he was peg to
any length short of muvrder tu IWOS
He maid Caldwell had given Pardee
$256,000 to make no change in the tim-
ber policy. He said if I would make =
change in favor of his timber polig&l:
would pay me for it. On Thursday
Kim told me, in the Walker House, that
“‘Big Push wished to see me. I .went
te his room. He talked about a change
of Government bettering the Province.
He said Mr. Meredith would be Attor-
pey General ; Morris, Minister/of Edu-
cation, and Creighton, Treasurer, | The
other offices would be fitled by the Re-
form party. Mr. Harcourt would be
leader of the Liberal contingent:: He
said that while Archbishop Lynch: lived
the Grits could not be oused, but the
Archbishop would be dead . within' foup
years. He said Mowat, along with his
colleagues, mortgaged property to pay
for the Algoma ecampaign. = Ki
saw me afterwards and toid me he would
give an extra $1,000 if I would make &
speech in favor of a change of timber
policy on  Friday.' Willinson - handed
me a round robin to sign. *

THE ROUND ROBIN,

We, believing it would be fer the ad-
vantage of the Province to have a coali-
tion govetnment which should be run 3

at my roem,

lin Algoma. He wanted better

teud to the defeat of the Mowat Gevern-
ment, hereby agree to vote against+thens
on]the first and every subsequent oppor-
tunity to the end of the present session,
in order that they may be defeated

an end put to party strife. .
He said if I signed it Harcourt would
thea declare himself leader of the new
party, as he was only waiting to be ass
sured of a sufficient number of followens
On Saturday Kirkland came to my room
and wanted me to name my price, Om
Sunday morning, MoKim . handed me
$1,000 which he said Wilkinson gave
him to give me. I refused the m o
Wilkinson came in afterward and

me fI could have the rvegistrarship of
Regina. My work there could be s«-
by deputy, and I could retain my sest.
He assured me Harcourt, had dlﬁ’ in-

anxious to have the matter.closed up,
and. gave $800 without my: promising
anything. * I had no conversation what-
ever with Bunting.
To Mr. Harcourt, Mr. Balfour said
that he had been assured by him that he .
would not assist in the onset against the
Government.
Mr. Mowat moved that a sub-eommit~
tée composed of the leaders of the .
osilion, Messrs. Meredith and
r. Frazer, Mr. Badgerow and the
mover be appointed to further consides
the whole matter, wnd report to-morrow
if possible, The motion was carried and
the cemmittee rose. :
THE MEN ALLEGED TO HAVE BESN AN
PROACHED ¢
were Dowling, McKim, Cascad “-
four, Lyon, Hart, Murray. Mr.‘aih“.
of Hamilton, is also said to  have beem
apgrowhed.

he penalty prescribed bv law is two
years in penitentiary and a fineof ! £600.

T thanks of the Provin& nrov,du

the cancer of bribery which threatened
the body politic. The knife of publie:
prosecution is the only cure for that fere
rible disease, We dare not allow so dise
a malady to lurk in our politigal systems.

Tuespay's Muil found fanlt ‘with Sie
Richard Cartwright because, in a speech

sentiment :

“More sir, I say it with regret, but X
that the pejo[le of Canada (bera
retrograded. v st e
in Canada, to our shame
morality i3 painfully low, and
is painfully weak.”

> ic opintow
the report of the attempt made’ by an
organized gang of men of low morality
to seduce from their allegianca to the
Government certain members who repre-
sent Liberal e¢onstituencies, ‘st when
we rememher that the maniu& editor

pal in the conspiracy to corrupt the

Legislature of Ontario, we aré i & pos

tion to know the reason why the .

took exception to Sir Richard's opis

which no honest Canadian will: deay, »
) hew much he may ¢

Kirkland, Wilkinson end

men of both parties, and that it e

of the Mail is accused.of. being & prinis

Messrs. McKim and Balfour for ‘the
courageous stand they took in exposing !

the other day, he voiced the following

In the same issue the Mail containe | |

I

vf

tercourse with Bunting. - Hé¢ wasvery =

:ﬁ:y’a‘um B




