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“on Integrity of Firms—To Pre-
.. sent Their Case at Ottawa

Much interest 'was created hege by
the Canadian Press report of the hear-
ing of the Houge of Commons special
committée to inguirg into agricultural
eonditions which appeared in Friday’s
Talegraph, especially the | remarks
made by ¥. W. Pirie of Grand Falls,
before the Commons., H. H. Hatfleld,
on behalf of Hatfsld, Porter, Galla-
gher, Ltd., the leading potato ship-
pers of New Brunswick, remarked
that the report involved the business
fntegrity of firms which had done
more to help the farmers out of their
difficulties than the agricultural com-
mittee would ever accomplish by its
present methods.

Mr, Hatfield will appear before the
committee himself on Wednesday to
present the shippers’ side of the case.

Agcording to the report Mr. Pirie
told the committes that he believed
that potato prices and shipments to
Cuba were controlled by a powerful
ring which operated at both ends.
Potatoes bought in New Brunswick
at $1 per-pound barrel were sold in
Cuba at $4.50 per 180 pound sack. The
total charges for getting these pota-
toes into the Cuban market were ap-
proximately §3, leaving a profit to the
shipper of $1.60.

Prices were frequently increased by
the ring against an independent buyer
at a certain place and on the same
day at another place, where there
was no competition, were often
decreaged, he said, according to the
report.

“This ring was composed first of
three large shippers, and any of the
pthers who bothered them were taken
in,” he declared, the report said.

Contending that the report had
done considerable injury to their
iness the following telegram was
to A. R. McMaster, M. P. Chairm
agricultural committee, and T. W.
Caldwell, M. P, Ottawa: “Please
“mail us copies of F. W. Pirie's. evis
“dence’ beforé your committee. Owing
“to falge statements made before your
“gommittée and published In the
“press regarding shizments to-Cuba,
“alleging excessive profits,” reflecting
“npon our business methods and cre-
“ating tlhe fmpréssion that they were

“*{mproper and dishonest, thereby
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us to appear before your commitiee
“and sobmit evidence correct such
“false statements. We await this op-
“portunity, Pleage. arrange and. no-
“fity.. (Signed) G. G. Porter, C. F.
“Gallagher, C. W, Clark; H. H. Hat-
“field, O. R. Estey, B. F. Smith, Herb,
“Johnston.”

Mr. Hatfleld also contended that
these shippers lost thousands of dol-
lars during the last two years. It is
jocally well known that the , firms
named are the only organization ship-
ping potatoes by chartered steamers
from New Brunswick to Cuba and
that they have lost heavily in their
transactions. The Cuban market is
exceedingly hazardous and no small
shippers dare undertake the risk in-
volved. The companies - mentioned
have made an earnest endeavor to
clear the province of its surplus po-
fatoes and their shipments to Cuba
have afforded Practically the only re-
Hef the farmers have had this year.

Mr. Hatfield received a telegram

*l¢rom Ottawa this evening summoning

him' to appear before the special Par-

of lamentary committee on agriculture

fon. the  morning of May 8. He has
been  reguested to bring all data re-
cting the, patato trade with Cuba

rgf the two years prior to March 1923.
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