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Athens Boy Writes from China
(Continued from page 1)

There is no spot on esrth so dear to
me (and I think itis the same with
most people) as the place where we
8pent our byyhcod days, and for me

‘that spot is Charleston Lake and its
vicinity. When I received the Re-
porier I at once left off business and
seated myself with my eyes riveted to
the print and did n>t stop uatil I bad
read everything even to the advertis-
ments.

As I read T see the names of some
young men who were swmall lads whea
I lived av Athens, alo I sce the names
of sowe of iy ol piaymates, and I be-
gin to teel just a little homesick, aund
long to see the old place again and I
was thanktal that Athens could boast
of a newspaper.

As my mind went back to my boy-
hood davs I thought perhaps that some
of my old schoolmates migit be pleased
to hear from me as I was to hear from
them, so I decided to write to you and
and if you could spars the space per-
haps you would print it aud by this
means 1 wouid be sure of it being read
by those for whom [ ino-t intend it.

I am sure that wany of wmy old
.chums will on reading this look back
to the days we ran away from school
to fish and swim and the nights we
spent with spears and jcklights around
the many creeks ot good old Charles-
ton Lake. Some of them will also re-
member that we did not always obey
the for in our eagerness for the finny
tribe we resorted to nets,

Some of them will rememher one
dark night six of us went out with ten
nets and starting in at Alguire’s 1sland
we strung the nets at intervals be-
tween there and the onioo bed, when
our nets were all out we went ashore
for a couple ot hoursand when we came
back to run our nets what a surprise
we met with not a net could we find
perhaps 8o many salmon got into them
that they dragged the nets away. We
weat home feeling blue snd the next
day Inspector William Johnston got
credit for making a large hall of nets
and we realized that we had been lucky
not to be taken along also.

Ot course all this was wrong; but

dead broke tperefore the President’s
bands are tied for lack of money.

They are trying to get a loan_ of $30.
000.000 from some foreign coumtry;
bat ne government wants to lend them
money while the country is in the un-
ltttled coudition that it is at preseht,
The country here is overrun with pri-
gands and thewves. These are soldiers
who bave deserted and taken their
guns with them, and are now back in
the interior roving about and living on
plunder. The authorities don’t dare
send other soldiers after thém for fear
that these also will desei't und juin the
robbers, Chinese soldiers are a bad
lot, and which ever side can show the
best chance to get movey (oo matlier
how) that is the side the soldier is apt
to go with. The gnveroment has no
money to puy them with; so it they see
a chance to get more by plunder, away
they go. The trouble is that China
has a Government that dces -not
govern. i

It they don’t soon get one that does
some foreign powers will certuinly
have to step in and govern for them,
and herein lies a gieat ditliculty, as the
European powers ave all havicg crouble
enough at present looking after home
affaics.  There is noue It to interfere
here, ouly Amwerica and Japau and
Awerica has no desire to interfere.
Thecefore Jupan is the only one power
that 18 likely to take a baud in China’s
affairs. Japan is craving this very op-
portunity and the oanly thing that is
holding her back is the fear that other
powers would junwp on her a8 soon us
they were free of their home troublee,

There are great possibilities for trade
here in China and there is a lot of jeal-
ousy amongst the powers as two who
shall get the lion’s share. Personally,
I believe that the best thing that couid
happen to China would be tor ner to
come under the control ot the Japan-
ese,

With all Chiou’s millions of popula-
tion, the country is 8o vast that there
is plenty of roowm for for more. Japan
is 80 small and over populated that it
is ubsolutely necessary for Ler to
stretch out and tind some place for her
people to live. Cnina is tue place that
i8 nearess and offers the . best resluts,
and Japan is very anxious to use this
ccuntry for a dumping ground.

The Chinese are very poor --business
men; while the Japs are a very threwd,
thritty and piogressive people, and if
they ever get control of Chipa, this
country will be much better off but
you may be sure that other powers will
loose a lot of trade.

I visited Japan for five davs when
on my way here and I would like to
tell you a lot ubout that country but it
will take up too much space so I will
mention one . thing — Education,

Japan has compulsive school laws
and and 93 per cent of the people obey
that law and the Japs are fast becom
ing a highly educated people, while the
Chinese bave no school laws and only
a few are able to get any education.

I visited two schools in Jupan and

saw at least fifty girls from twelve to

sixteen years old sitting in their seats
with babies strapped to their backe.
The parents of these girls are very

boys will be boys, and we had = fot ot | peory a0 beth parents hp=es eo vl

fun. How vividly all theke things are
stamped on my w€mory and how I
would lgve to live those davs over
in but alas, time waits for Lo man,
dnd we can have our days but once.

When I read the names of Lieut.
Harold Wiltse, Carman Culbert and
others, it was hard for me to telieve
that those boys bad grown to manhood
and had familics of their own, till I be-
gan to think, and remembered that I
have a son of iny own nearly tweunty-
two years of age. Oh, how the time fh-s
— and now I begin to realize that [
am growing old.

It was with pride that I vead of the
work of our gallant Loys at the front,
and knowing what the first to go huve
suffered  others are enlisting every
day, thus showing the determination ot
our young men to fighy for what they
believe to be a righteous cause,

I came here nearly two yeurs ugovto
work tor the Chinese government; my
business is to manage a paper mill and
and teach the Chinese to make paper
by muchinery. The Chinese are the
oldest paper-makers in the world; but
until recently have made it all by hand
not knowing anythingabout wachinery.
They arve vather more quick to learn
thun you weuld expect, aud it will not
be leng before they will have som. fair-
ly good mechanics here.  As to bhow
much Jonger I wil! stay here depends |
entirely on internal conditions of this |
country. .

Y.u all know before this how the
late president Yuen Shin Kai tried to
turn China back trom a republic to a |
monarchy, and by so doing, threw the!
country into snother revolution, and |
npset the country from one end to t‘lei
other.  Yuea completely failed in tiis
matter and brought trouble on himself |
that cansed him to worry s much that |
Lis beart futled and other tioubies set
in that caus=d his death. As dying |
was sbout the ouly “thing that he ever |
did that wis of nuy benetit to the com- |

mon people, there wae great rvejoicing |
Licve over his last kind act,  The coun- |
try s far from quies yet, but Yum.'si
death went a long way  towards peace,
and saved the ¢ uniry fiom being stain- |
ed with much blood,

The new Pres:dent seems to b a

fav rite with both puties, anl it looks |
as though the country might veerme
settled; but thereis no telling yet what |
will happen next, The goverament is

and the girl mke‘; cdre of her sister or
brother und gets her schooling at the

benefit of education.

The Japanese are generally very
poor but they are gaining all the time
since they began to educate their
people a few years ago, while the Chin-
ese are becoming poorer every year.

Dear Editor, thanking you in ad-
vance, and with best’ wishes for the
long life of the Athens Reporter and 1ts
editor, I bez to remniu,

Respectfully’ yours
BENSON J. SMITH

Athens Village Council

Regular meeting beid Sept. 26th.
Minutes of the previous meeting read
and approved.

Jacob—Swith—That the commuini-
cation from‘the British Red Cross So-
ciety and Order of St. John, asking
through the Legislature, that Oct. 19
be 8¢t aside a8 contribution day, be re-
ceived by this coancil, and that Reeve
Holmes and Courcillor Sheldon be ap-
'pointed a committe to con‘er with the
Women’s Institate regarding arrange-
ments for this oceasion —carried.

Jacob—Smith—That the fullowing
aceount be paid :

A. Taylor hardware and wood$ 2 30

W. G. Parish, lumber & coal 88 31

> ¢ -
same time. The Japs fully realize the "

Byron Derbyshire tuning
Pilllo’..'.......... vececs e

F. Blancher, salary 2 mos,. .

2 00
81 26

F. Blancher, lumber....... 3 77
W.J. Nute & Son, Brockville,
ucct. steel plate ............. 250
F. Sheldon repairing cement’
walks. ..., R hs e A )
D. L: Johnton, supplies .... 1 00
* John Ross drawing tank
WOROM /s« o'a'e 5 5dke s n s hhini 6 ida o 4 00
Geo. E. Judson, funeral ex- '
penses of Geo. Mott.......... 20 00
A. E McLean, constable
WOrk . e s et n e ens 1580
{ —carried

Jacob—Sheldon~That Messrs, M. B-
Holmes and Elma Smith be » commit-
tee to arrange for the purchase of name
plates for the various streets in the vil-

lage and have the same properly erect-
ed.—carried

A by-law was doly passed levying
the following auiount for 1916.

Connty purposes inélading

John Biglow, salary 1 mos... 6 25

T Y R i o i, $1074 89
Village Purposes........ 25561 44
Sidewalk Debentures .... 685 77
Town: Hall e
High School  ..... 186 29
Pablie School ¢ ..... 192 05
High School maintenanee 740 00
Public School o 2001 00

$8190 84

reduced $120

since the war
began.

sible to overcome in many ways

materials.,

exacting government tests have
material even excels that used in

This year the Ford car—alw

Automobile prices are being raised—but

the Ford price has been:

The immense Ford cash purchasing power has n-ade it pos-

car makers because of the scarcity and advance in priees of raw

The high Ford quality is stri

operate—beats all records for economy.

Percival & Brown, Athens
Ford Dealers

|

i

!

the serious obstacles met by

ctly maintaiped—and the most
skown that ‘Ford comstructive

the most high-grade oars.

ays economical to buy and to
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* CLOTHES

add to your per-
sonality and in-
spire sclf-confi-
dence. Tailored
to your measure.

LUTHES

A\ ALLEN LimITER

C. F. YATES, ATHENS

Boys’ Fall Suits

THIS is pre-eminently the boy’s store.

THERE is not the slightest hint of the commonplace tn
our offgring of Boy’s New Fall Suits. :

WE are just as particular in our seJection of suits for
the little chaps as we are in the selection of Buits for
his daddy. ; %

IN saying this we stand ready with many seasonable
suggestions to prove it to your entire satisfaction.

IT makes no difference what you have planned to pay
for the youngster’s Fall and Winter Suit or Overcoat,.
You will be sure of finding the right style here at the
right price.

Tweed Suits from $5.5¢ up to $15.00.
Blue Serge Suit from $7.00 up to $13.50.
Some of these Suits have two. pairs of bloomer pants.

THE ROBERT CRAIG CO. LAMITED

SPECTALISTS IN HATS, HOSIERY, COAT SWEAT-
ERS, CAPS, AND JERSEYS FOR BOYS.

Brockville, Ont.

il

Macushla; Hardy Williamson,
A. 1857 ( Tenor e
10 85c'l.\|olhcr Machree; Hardy William-

son, Tenoz
Kaiwi Waltz; Palie K. TLua and
‘ David K. Kaili, Hawaiian Gui-
tar Duet
?6:118865}:1“0“0‘“‘“ Rag; Pali K “Luz\ imd
David K. Raili, Hawaiian Gui-
tar Duet..
Hymns of the Old Church Choir;
Peerless Quartette
There is a Green Hill Far Away;
Peerless. Quartette

A. 1763 1
10+ 85c

_ W. B. PERCIVAL

Dealer
ATHENS .

e

—

STENOGRAPHERS
& BOOK-KEEPERS

N s e

100 Wanted, — Immediately *-we could

place one hundred young people in posi-, ~7 S~

tions, Never in 15 years have sa*marny
calls come to us. Our weekly bulletins
appearing in the Brockville papers show
that we are unceasingly endeavoring to
get every student a good-salaried situation.
Fall Term opens Sept. 5. Send for 1916
“Fire Supplement” Catalogue,

BROCKVILLE BUSINESS COLLEGE
W. T. Rogers, Prin.
Temporary Office, Victoria Hall.

New Coats and Suits
For Women and Misses

Each day we are receiving new models in Women’s and
B‘Iis.-‘cs' Suits and Coats. T'he fashionable cry is for long, full
ripple coats, with fall flare skirts, large collars which button
right up at the neck, with braid trimmings, very much in de-
mand. Serge and Gabardine seem to he the popular materiuls
or the fall suits, with velvets right up to'the frong—

PRICED FROM $15 to $35,

TIE NEW GOODS come in beautiful novelty tweed
cffects, also Velowrs. in all weaves. The new long conts may
be seen in dozens of diiferent, stvles ; collars wide aund squ:n'(:,
deep and roand, or of the mufling monk’s hood tvpe; all coats
are beautifuily lined and finished, and never before have the
coats been so attractive,

PRICED FROM $5.75 to §35.

o1l PO
BROCKVILLE:

The Exclusive Women's Wear Shop.

Y
¢
\\



