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the ice, and as the river showed no 
signs of breaking, packed onr blankets vû a n te D-B hr ineer - w * * e « *> eo a day and 

our backs and broke trail to Dawson, U.Î5& Jig.
15 miles distant, arriving on October 
27th or just 20 days since onr start 
fram Bennett.

house and our blankets, but we’ll 
be'^back in 10 or 15 minutes. “ ' And 
with crushed hopes given a new lease 
of life, they would start briskly towards 
the town. In an hot»..their white 
Lils would have disappeared around 
the point in the lakp.^

Perhaps conditions were favorable and 
they^were not blown against the pre­
cipitous south bank and wrecked when 
but one mile out. Perhaps they ob­
served instructions to keep close to the 
right bank at Windy Arm, and 
not blown to the north bank ahd 
wrecked on , the long beach. Perhaps 
they survived the rushing turmoil of 
Miles—Canyon, avoided the njenacing 
rocks which fill the channel of’ Squaw 
and Whitehorse rapids, and.^kept clear to 
of the deceptive, sucking side currents reach some sheltered piece ot water 
and whirlpools which lead to.death, behind a point. In the morning, we 
Perhaps fortune was kind and they were would have to cut our scows off the 
not wind bound on Lake Lebarge, nor 
wrecked by storms on its treacherous 
water. Perhaps they were not carried 
by the swift current on any of the 
wreck-marked rocks of Thirtymile 
river. Perhaps, like the pillar of cloud wrong channel. We could see by the 
of scriptures, some unseen finger mark- ice that was lodging at points in the 
ed out the clear channel vtbat they were river that the water was’ shallow, but 
not hopelessly grounded"‘"tin one ol the just as we were thinking ouraelveh safe, 
thousand sand bars which are a con- our hearts sank as we felt the scows

grating on the gravel bottom. It was 
in vain that we threw our weight on 
poles and tried to force a passage to the 
deep water beyond. The grinding in­
creased, the scow swung broadside to 
the current and scooping up a wall of 
gravel in front* stopped dead, and we 
were grounded. It did not .improve 
onr spirits to see another scow at that 
moment pass safely by on the port side. 
By lightening from one scow to the 
other, we mangaed to get one free and 
into deep water, but before we coold 
transfer the cargo end lighten the 
other, darkness closed in. Here we 
were forced to spend the night with one 
scow Winging in the swirling wWter 
by a stout line made fast to the ground­
ed scow. This was receiving the shock 
of a continuons stream of mailing ice 
cakes. The weather was bitterly cold 
but we spread our blankets j>n the 
deck head. All the long, dark night 
the grnding noise kept up, and as an 
ice floe of huger proportions than its 
fellows crashed into our sides, the scow 
trembled, and we started from a fitful 
doze with the conviction that we were
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in danger of being crushed. As 
we would reach swifter water it would 
break into sections, leaving narrow 
channels through which we were oc­
casionally able to bring onr scows near­
er the center of the river. The sand 
bars became again fr matter of anxiety 
as, held prisoners in the ice, we no 
longer had the chance of avoiding 
them. This condition in
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FOR RENT
Church Vividly Describes 

"Its Terrors.

ut a
pOR RENT Finest office rooms in the city 
c ( Newly painted and papered. Enquire A

Sidney What became of oof abandoned 
scow ? It seems when the company seot 
back to have it looked after, they 
found that a jam had formed above it, 

fivored us, as the sand bars were clear-1 irfR^tbib breaking, the rush of ice and 
lv marked ahead by the ice cakes 
Sticking fast and gradually forming av 
wedge which, unless we struck it lair, 
would sheer the cake surrounding our 
scows. When the afternoon wore on 
and we wished to tie up we would take 
advantage of every opening in the ice 

work shoreward and endeavor to
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Attorneys. Notaries, Conveyancers, etc. 
Office Monte Carlo Ruildlng, First Avenue,
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lars' worth of merchandise lost every 
fall on the Yukon, or "is stranded so 
far back that it would coat more than 
the’ value of the goods to have them 
freighted in over the icè.'

Nor can the loss he figured in terms
of dollars and cents if human life is ......... ......... ,,
an asset, fpr “Drowned in the ripids, ” i W*»E* aT£*a5—Mvocates, Notaries,etc 
“Lost through the ice’* »nd '’Prn»cnl Offices. A.C.OPoa ButMina ^

to death on the trail" formed many a f V* 7„n! Mc^VyTe»^
headline in Dawson City’s press last ! eto™. h™1 *vem,e ____
fall, and the sufferings and weariness pAmFcuÂT* RIDî.kV^ Aqvoeate*. Notarta* f 
of those who stranded far above are A. SUSSTO 
compelled to make their best way over 
an almost ittipwaaSle trail and facing 
Ft times the bitterly cold Arctic wind, 
cah "'never be described. — Sidney 
Cbnrch.

At the present rate o f ~ connuepttefi, 
the white fish the Pacific Cold Storage 
Co. brought in for the lenten 
will all be gone long betore Easter.

Memorandum hooks, 1901 diaries, all 
kinds, at Zaccarelli's.

Best assortment of Klondike views at 
Goetzman’a the photographer.

We fit glasses. Pioneer drug store.

Rex hams and soit wheat floor; job 
lota, at S. Archibald.

Steel marten traps, just m—o, 1 and 
1K- Shindler's.
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water had ground it to pieces and the 
scow and cargo are nme 
of the Yukon. “

The Trip From Bennett ' to Dawson 
the Late Season One Never

Forgdtten.
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From Wednesday’s I^aily 
\s the Yukon river is ice bound for 
arl„ eight months of the year, the 

short se850” o‘f navigation is marked by 

activity of , the shippers.
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1 ’ffli'cs wecond street, In the loalln Building 
Residence—Third avenue, opp. Métropole hole 
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Tefflp(cd by the prospects of the neat

afforded by a cargo of goodsfortune
landed in Dawson in the right condi­
tion of the market, a small army of 
merchants and small waders make an­
nual attempts to guess thé shortages o , 
the winter -market, and what is more 
difficult, to land the. cargo safely in 
Dawson. To those whom experience 
haftaught the philosophy of bribing 
steamship and railway officials to gain 
precedence for their freight, and whqm 
fortune has endowed with the means to 

the'task-13 cuinparatrvely easy, 
but those who have yet to learn, usual­
ly spend the precious* months awaiting 
the pleasure of transportation com­
panies to move theiF goods, and find 
themselves about the month of Septem- 

; ber at the bead of Lake Bennett with
I the problem of the Yukon before them.

"*“^n ' At this time the preceding dry 

months have so lowered the water that 
only the lightest draft boats are able 
to get over the sand bars, and with 
their competitors thus disabled, the 

raise their freight rites to an 
abnormal figure, but are unable to 
handle the vast quantity of freight 
which anxious shippers wish to get to 
the Dawson market while still the wa­
ter flows. Not only belated traders, but 
claim owners with shipments of ma­
chinery, and large transportation com­
panies, unable by the disabling of their 
large boats to deliver contracted 
freight, have freight piled in tbe ware­
houses, or this overflowing, ranged in 
piles along the beach. Under these 
circumstances their only chance is to 
build scows, and trust the precious 

I cargo for its boo-mile journey to a hap- 
bazatd crew.

The sawmill at Lake Bennett is run 
to its lull capacity to furnish scow 
lumber and its owners employ every 
carpenter obtainable that they may sell 
tbe finished scows to shippers For a 
month preceding the close of naviga- 

f tion the small town booms. The hotels 
are crowded and people are camping on 
the beach. The price of labor rises 
Irorn I3 to $8 or $10 a day. Scows 
worth $150 are sought for at #500 to 
8800, The beach is lined for half a 

6dChC$ thC t ■ m''e with scow builders, and the rasp- 
. ■ ing of their saws, and the merry 

PH dnd ONt g I “clink,” “clink” of the calkers mark 
“ , B the activity of the place from dawn to
wry creek I darkness. Even at night by the aid of 

» * lanterns, the shippers, who seem never
• Idil# i iH *'• K to sleep, are engaged in sorting freight 

A4. B on the beach and transferring it to
ut of sea* X I scows.

1 wish to ^ * heaVy

HhllC yOU «Ç, I trimmed preparatory to starting off 
^ fl down the lake with the first favorable 

breeze, and from the sawmill across the 
lake scows are being continually 
brought over to be loaded from the 
warehouses.

The scows are usually 12 to 14 leet 
wide and 40 feet long, with straight 
aides and ends, and are fitted on bow 
and stern with long “sweeps’’ which 
used as oars give lateral motion. There 

l is also a mast rigged forward to which 
is hung a square sail for service in cros­
sing the lakes.

shore ice which would form around 
us during tbe night.

“In this way we -managed to reach 
Steamboat slough, 100 miles from Daw­
son. Here we , were fdreed "into the

UKI. oi rt, McDOtTOAL A SMITH - Bar.
- rlàtër», Solicitor#, Conveyancers. Kte. 0«- 
>Cs at Dawson and Ottawa. Rooms-1 and 2 
Chinholat’a tiVniS. Daemon Special At lent loir 
given to Farllauentars work. N. A. Beleourt," 
Q-C. M. 1‘, Frank J. MeDongal, John I’. Smith.

Fl RE A«P:>IFK INSMRANCE
XV P- BRVCR, General Agent Manulaeiurer’e 
” ’ MW; Choenlx Fire Ineurauve Aeeoclailon 

ol London, England. Mines, Reel -Estate, Etc 
Orphetim Ruildlng.
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Worsen
stant menace to navigators from Five 
Eiiigers to the mouth of the Yukon. 
Perhaps- but it is not likely—they 
reached Dawson City. And considering 
that long experience in river work is 
necessary to properly “read” water 
the wonder is, not that so many are 
wrecked, but that any reach their des­
tination.

Even those who are fortunate enough 
to land their* cargo safely must Sell at 
a high price to come out even, for since 
they left Seattle there has been a con­
tinual expense bribing steambodt 
agents, wharfingers, railroad official 
paying inflated prices for scows, the 

.wages of the ciew, the charges of tbe 
Whitehorse pilot,- and the excessive 
charges for towing across lakes in case 
of adverse winds. "All these have raised 
the price of tbe goods to an alarming 
extent, and except in cases where ship­
pers guess the market shrewdly, their 
ventures are often losing ones.

But the natural dangers of the rivet 
are increased fourfold by tbe float ice, 
wtiidh early in October fill the river, 
becoming gradually heavier until 
finally it jams and freèz^s solid. This 
ice is formed partly in the lakes at the 
head of rivets, and being broken up 
by tbe winds is carried down by tbe 
current. Bat the most serious element 
to contend with is known as “anchor 
ice,” which is not formed on the sur­
face but on tbe bottoms of itbe rivers. 
This is peculiar to the north. There 
are many theories regarding its forma­
tion, but one of the most reasonable 
is that the water in swift rivers reaches 
a temperature Considerably below the 
freezing point before it actually freezes. 
On the bottom where there are little 
dips, the water is necessarily quiet and 
ice forms around the stones. As it 
gradually increases iti size, the cake 
with small stones incrusted in the bot­
tom rises to the surface. When these 
dirty ice cakes are seen constantly bob­
bing to the surface tbe hardy Yukon 
pioneer, or “sour dough, ” as he is pop­
ularly known, will tell you that in a 
very few days the river will be closed.

A party who left Bennett lake last 
fall gave tbe following account of their 
trouble with the ice:

“On the 7tb of October we left Lake
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•Ion St., mill door to 'publie Be bool, and 44
below discovery, IIunset Creek.:NNAN..

SSSSSHBHI SOCIETIES. __________
THE REGULAR COMMUNICATION ol Yukon 
1 Lodge, lU. D ) A. F. A A. M„ will be held el 
Meaonlo belli MUnion street, monthly, Thurs­
day on or before lull moon alSiOO p m.

C. H. Well». W. M J. A. Donald, 8ee‘y

15
v

'$WMILL
nth of Hanker Oteel

Bld» Wanted.
Tenders will be received by the un­

dersigned until 13 o’clock (noon ) on 
Tuesday, February 19, for tbe pur­
chase of tbe stock of men's furnishing* 
belonging to tbe estate of Abraham Al­
ton, deceased. Stock may be inspect­
ed on application to

G. T. CLEMENT,
Acting Public Administrator.

Old P. O. Building.

ersIINING LUMStt
ir Ferr ownersLMm: Tbe fire never touched us. We are 

doing more business than ever. Murphy 
Bros., butchers.

rf.

ks-Poultry!

Keats
Market

rite
Any kind of wine (5 per bottle at the 

Regina Club hotel.
—

Notice.
MOTlt’K la hereby given thei tbe following 

■urvey, notice ol which U published below, 
has been approved by Wm. Dgllvle, Commis­
sioner of tbe Yukon Territory, and unleaa pro- 
tested within three montha from the date ol 
flrat publication ol inch approval in the Klon­
dike Nugget newspaper, the boundaries ol 
property an established by «aid survey shall 
constitute the true and unalterable boundaries 
of aueh property by virtue of an order In coun­
cil passed at Ottawa the 2nd day ol March. 1W0.

(burnt claim* No 32, She 37 and as Gold Ruu 
creek and creek dales No 2 on a tributary at 
* Gold Run creek, lu tbe Dominion 
mining division ol the Dawson mining district, 
e plan of which la deposited in the Gold Com- 
tnitsloner's office st Daws ,11. Y. T under No, 
4U by T. D. Green. D. L. 8. Flrat published 
February Mb. 11*11.
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For Root.

Office room in McLennen-McFeeley 
Heated with hot hit. Ap-if S Co. building. Heated with not 1 

ply McLcunan-McPecly store.

Robinson tbe well known merchant 
tailor of Vancouver ia here now to lake 
orders for gentlemen'» spring clothing 
and ladies' tailor-mede dresses. 
Robinson i* stopping at the Hotel Mc­
Donald, room No. 10. cis

j Round steak 50e at 1*. O. Market.

ett
Near Second At*.

moving over the bar. But a glance at 
the outline of the trees against the dull 
sky dispelled the illusion. As morning 
broke wc found that tbe ice bad 
crushed a hole in the side below tbe 
water line, and it would be impossible 
to proceed with that scow. We there­
fore east off and proceeded with the 
other.

ASE RUNNING
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! COMMERCIAL* CO.
“A short way farther we were bailed 

from I he bank by a member of the 
Northwest SlbuiifeUToTiCé force, who 
informed us that a big jam had formed 
there, and had broken bat an hour be­
fore, but that it would undoubtedly 
form again a short distance below; that 
it would be impossible fqr us to reach 
Dawson,^/aud advised us tq make shore 
at once./ This was impossible, as we 
were carried hopelessly between the big 
walls ol piled ice, where the jam had 
occurred such a short time before. The 
policeman followed along the bank for 
a time to render assistance, but finally 
gave up. One of our men (he claimed 
the distinction of being a “sour 
dough”) now regaled us on tbe danger 
of ice jams. He said that once formed 
the ice from above still forged forward 
with irresistible force, piling higher 
and higher, and crushing like an egg 
shell even the strongest craft. But 
do jams appeared and out course be­
came easier. The smaller channels 
were , now choked with ice, the only 
channel open was deep, and through 
this the ice crushed its way in a elow- 

ving, pni form 
in the middle of this DClt was our help­
less scow. Aside from this narrow 

the surface of the river was a

v
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Reduced Pricers
IN AL 
DEPARTMENTSIEver and anon is heard the 

“swish” as newly finished 
Sails are beingscow is launched. I An Immense Stock to Choose 

From. All Goods 1
Guaranteed.

> bear this
Bennett with two scows loadçd with 
provisions and a Crew of eight men. 
Until we reached Five Fingers, good 
fortune was with us. From this point 
we had more or less trouble with bars, 
but whenever we struck these by jump­
ing into tbe ice cold water we were able 
to swing the scow into the current 
again. Others were, not so fortunate, 
for as we proceeded, the bars became 
more “and more dotted witfi stranded 

scows, and we learned that many of 
them bad been for days helpless and 
for a month on the way.

When we reached Fort "Selkirk, where; 
tbe long, high, black walls mark the 
mouth of the Felly, we saw on the 
other side of tbe broad river a continu­
ous, rushing ribbon of white and knew 
that the ice from Felly lakes bad 
broken loose and was being belched to 
the full capacity ol that river into the 
Yukon before us.

I«I «I * *

!1$ general; w 
unless ft be tN 
a live, twpr* 

ble newspaper
4S Alaska Commercial Company $belt. Fast imbeddedEDO as

course,
white, immovable ice-field.

In this condition we traveled all 
day, sometimes touching the edge of 
immense whirlpools, or narrowly escap­
ing huge rocks which tore the ice belt 

passed. Again in sharp bends ot 
the river, where it seemed the rushing 
current would dash against the bank, 
the ice acted aa a cushion and prevented 
a collision. At nightfall we passed the 
mouth of Indian river, bet 2Ü mile* 
from Dawson, and a* we were fast pris­
oners in tbe ice, we expected tojbe car 
ried past Dawson about midnigbt and 
down the Yukon until chance threw us

There is great difficulty in securing 
experienced river men for this trip, as 
there are hundreds gf scows and each 
requires a crew of at least four.

J: •Ot PrtWtr* Dtvife*! j“Good morning ! Would you gentle­
men like to go down river? 
owner might ask of two young men who 
would be idly watching the loading.

“Oh, I dont' know,” one would 
answer. “We have just come in from 

were going down to Seattle.

feek of a scow
FEB. 1 as we

awe news oiaetavao 
m*no at wow* tri

Thit* is a sample engravingi for t 
illustrative purposes. *

Ul« mailt JIM KM* st Cum
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WE HAVE

«
Atliu and 
What do you pay?

Two dollars a day jand tx>ard until 
you reach Dawson. Better decide to go 
down.

iTo prevent the possibility of our 
ing separated—for we bad but one cook­
ing outfit—we lashed the two scows to­
gether side by side, atd as we came to 
where this belt of ice gradually spread 
itself over the surface of tbe entire
river we worked onr scows towards its. grinding about ua. and sounding with 
center in order to pevent onr being i pole, we made tbe astonishing dis- 
crowded too close to shore. This ice, covery that we were standing still. - In 
on account of much crushing, was at a few moments with a great urging of 
first almost as soft as snow, but as the tbe ice we moved again slightly, then 
temperature began to fall below j tbe stopped. Then out in the darkness we 

point it formed in hard, solid ou Id bear a great rushing of Water, 
some of them an acre In extent. Then all was still, and the Yukon

river showed no farther signs of life 
nntll the 7th day of the following May. 

“The next dhy -We-walked ashore on 4,

be-

.Cbt nuggtii, »UK RfW* IN 
Laeravia# Haw hi IN CcrrMery

* * *There is plenty of work going 
ou down there and wages are high. "

What do you say?” one would ask 
the other.

Well, j promised my mother I 
Would go out thi. fall. Still I bate to 
go honte broke. Suppose we chance 
another year on Dawson?

Done ! ’ ’ and they would shake hands 
to b'nd the agreement. “When do 
you leave?

V 17. 1901AR on a her or in an ice jam.
About 10 o’clock we beard an uitusual

5 ;, .Commencing
ebruary II f ;i Steam hose, Petal*, Ejector*, Injector*. Valve*, Pipe, 

Fitting*, Lubricating OU and a Full Supply of

...MINER’S HARDWARE...!
i1Mechanical 

Effects 
:lal Scenery
m wn eases

to the scow man.
“We ere ready tB’go now: We have 

[ * favorable wind and were only wait- 
fag for two
“We’ll have to go up to the bunk

zero 
masses,
As we would come to a narrow place in 
the river the ice would jam into a com­
pact, grinding mass m which our

:i J The DAWSON HARDWARE CO. *0more men. ”-1 scows
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