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in North America, and to make further provifion for the government of the faid province,”
and by the authority of the fame, That from and after the paffing of this a&, fo much of acer-
tain a& of the parliament of Great-Britain, paffed in the thirtieth year of his prefent majefty,
eatitled, *¢ An aé for encouraging new {éttlers in his majefty’s colonies and plantations in Ane-
rica,” as may enable the governor, or lieutenant governor of this province, heretofore parcel of
his majefty’s province of Quebec, to granta licence for importing into the fame any Negroe
or Negroes, thall be, and the {ame is hereby repealed ; and that from and after the pafling of
this a&, it thall not be lawful for the governor, lieutenant governor or perfon adminiftering the
government of this province, to grant a licence for the importation of any negroe, or other per-
{on to be {ubjected to the condition of a flave, or to a bounden involuntary fervice for life in-
to any part of this province ; nor {hallany negroe, orother perfon who {hall come or be brought
into this'province after the pafiing of this a&, be fubjeét to the condition of a flave, or to fuch
fervice as aforefaid, within this province, nor {hall any voluntary contra& or indenture of fer-
vice that may be entered into by any parties within this province, after the pafling of this a&, be
binding on them, or either of them, for a longer time than a term of nine years from the day
of the date of {uch contraét.

11. Provided always, That nothing herein contained {hall extend, or be confirued to extend
to liberate any negroe, or other perfon fubjefted to fuch fervice as aforefaid, or to difcharge
them or any of them from the pofleffion of the owner thereof, his or her executors, adminiftra-
tors or afligns, who fhall have come or been brought into this province, in conformity to the
conditions prefcribed by any authority for that purpale exercifed, or by any ordinance or law of
the province of Quebec, or by proclamation of any of his majefty’s governors of the fad pro-
vince for the time being, or of any a& of the parliament of Great-Britain, or {hall have other-
wife come into the poffeffion of any perfon, by gift, bequeft or bona fide purchafe before the paf-
fing of this a@, whole property thérein is hereby confirmed, or to vacate or annul any contraét
for fervice that may heretofore have been lawfully madeand entered into, or to prevent parents
or guardians from binding cut children until they fhall have obtained the age of twenty-cne
years. i
* 1I1. And in order to prevent the continuation of flavery within this provincé, Be it enatted

‘by the authority aforefaid, That immediately from and after the pafling of this a@&, every child

that fhall be born of a negro mother, or otlter woman {ubjeéted to fuch fervice as aforefaid

fhall bide and remain with the mafter or mifire(s, in whofe fervice the mother (hall be living é;
the time of fuch cHild’s birth (unlels fuch mother and child {hall leave fuch fervice, by and
with the confent of fuch mafter or miftrefs) and fuch maRer or miftrefs fhall, and is hereby re-
quired to give proper nourithment and'cioéthing to {uch child or children, and fhall and may
put fuch child or children to work, when he, fhe or they fhall be able fo to do, and fhall and
may retain him or her in their fervice until every fuch child fhall have attained the age of
twenty five years, at which time they and each of them fhall be ‘entitled to demand his or her
difcharge from, and fhall be difcharged by fuch mafter or miftrefs, from any further fervice,
And to the end that the age of fuch child or children may be more eafily afeertained, the maf-
ter or mifirefs of the mother thereof, fhall and is hereby required, to caufle the day of the birth
of every fuch child as {hall be born of a négroe or other mother [ubjeéted to the condition of
3 flave, in their fervice as aforefaid, to be regiftered within three months after its birth, by the
clerk of the parifh, townfhip or place wheréin fuch mafter or mifirefs refide, which clerk fhall
!Je authorized to demand and receive the fum of one {billing, for regifiering the fame. And
In cale any mafter or miftrefs fhall refufe or negle@ to caufe fuch regifier to be made, within
the time aforefaid, and fhall be convidted thereof, either on his or her confeffion, or by the
®ath of one or more credible witgefs, or witnefles, before any jultice of the p'eace,‘he or the
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